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CAPTAIN'G LOG,
STARDATE 2262.54.

b"\ WE'RE ON OUR
WAY HOME.

NOT ALL THE WAY,
OUR MISSION ISN'T
OVER YET.

BUT CLOSE ENOUGH TO RE-ESTABLISH
CONTACT WITH STARFLEET, AND MAKE
REPAIRS AFTER THE EVENTS OF THE

WE SHOULD
BE BACK INSIDE
ALPHA'S BOUNDARY
IN JUST ABOUT—




WE'RE
DROPFPING
OUT OF

MR. SCOTT,
REPORT!




MUST BE THE
PILITHIUM FROM
THE DARK

NO SIR, THE |
CRYSTALS APPEAR H
| PRISTINE! THIS 1S |
SOMETHING
> ELSE!

i / \ ' ()
‘ KEEP SEARCHING, X\
SCOTTY. I PON'T WANT . —

TO SPEND ANOTHER
SECOND OF THIS
MISSION APRIFT.
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A § _ THERE IS
B || someTHING You
SHOULD SEE.
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IT 15
SIMPLER TO
SHOW YOU THAN b
TO EXPLAIN.

HOLY—
(@
= N
& ~3
= b

SHIFTING OUT OF
WARP-SPACE APPEARS TO HAVE
RESULTED IN A DRAMATIC CHANGE IN
THE SHIP'S MOLECULAR COHESION.

|| 1
COMMADER. 3\ :

— WERY MUCH \
20! : y
t’wl = 7
4 ’-" hy |
=
P 5 )
- 7 \ w /
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;
NOT ALL OF -
IT. CHAIR'S AS “
SOLID AS
ARE.
WHAT cOULD

BE CAUSING
IT?




YOoU JusT
MADE THAT UF
PIDN'T YOU?

THE THE
HOLDS THAT THERE
ARE POCKETS OF
SPACE IN WHICH
TIME AND...

{ ...WELL, AND
SPACE...

ON THE CONTRARY, DR.
MCCOY. ALTHOUGH ONLY A
'IC‘HE'OZY UP TO THIS POINT, THE

Ol B
STARFLEET ASTROPHYSICISTS
FOR YEARS.

A DRAMATIC
THE

SUMMATION OF
PHENOMENON, BUT YES,
IT 15 HYPOTHESIZED THAT
ANY CRAFT ENCOUNTERING
AN INTERPHASE POCKET
WOULD SIMPLY
DISAPPEAR.

|IT APFEARS WE
ARE OB‘BE VING
THE HERETOFORE
UNKNOWN MECHANISM
BY WHICH THAT
HAPPENS.

( oBservE.

THAT'S ENOUGH, SPOCK.
WE DON'T NEED ANY MORE
DEMONSTRATIONS.




DAMNED VULCAN
ACTS LIKE HE
HASN'T JUST GIVEN
US ALL A DEATH
SENTENCE!

TAKE IT EASY?
WE'RE ALL ABOUT
TO FADE AWAY TO
NOTHING AND YOU
WANT ME TO TAKE

IT EASYT

GET YOUR
HANP OUT OF
MY FACE!

LOOKS LIKE I'M THE
ONLY ONE AROUND HERE

IT WOULD
APPEAR,
= TH%AEE%'E’C';% OF
) INTERPHASE ARE
NOT LIMITED TO

THE SHIP
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T SOWN ‘ 1 [] ,
IM SURE IT'S JUST : s 'NEILL?
HE STRESS OF THE - / = W WHAT AR
PAST FEW WEEKS, BONES [ - Y
FEELS RESPONSIBLE  f= . 7 =
RY LIF / e - =
‘ ON THE SHIF ( =\ T 2 — ‘
\C—rrm” : Al e
!
A \ / J \ ([

AGREED. BUT
GIVEN THE PRESENT
CIRCUMSTANCES, WE

SHOULD MONITOR THE
BEHAVIOR OF THE
CREW cLo— 4

THEY WERE
RIGHT ABOUT You! \
/OU DON'T HAVE THE

YOU DON'T HAVE
EXPERIENCE TO

COMMAND THIS

YOU'VE RISK]



~ 4
= 50O MUCH FOR
‘ MONITORING CREW

BEHAVIOR...

==

TAKE MR. O'NEILL Pl
TO SICKBAY AND ENSURE
THAT HE RECEIVES A FULL - IN
RANGE OF SCANS, T WILL == - MEA
BE THERE SHORTLY s N = 1 K\ cAPT

TO CONFER WITH 7 = 4

i

Sy THE
NTIME,
AN...
7‘ POC|

NOW WHAT
HAVE TO DO,

"IN THE INTEREST
OF CREW SAFETY, T

MM INSTITUTING cURFEW T
PROTOCOLS FOR ALL e
SECTIONS. o8

ALL
OPERATIONS ARE
LIMITED TO ESSENTIAL
R
I'LL TAKE MY
QUARTERS BETWEEN OWN PRECAUTIONS,
SHIFTS. . THAN,&U‘:&%U VERY




7 THE CURFEW WILL
BE LIFTED AS SOON

AS WE CAN GUARANTEE

\ THE SAFETY

OF ALL

PERSONNEL.

MR. SULU, ANY
INDICATION WHEN

WE'LL BE FREE OF
THIS INTERPHASE
REGION?

NO WAY TO
TELL, SIR! WITHOUT
WARP CAPABILITY,
WE ARE MAINTAINING
OUR PREVIOUS
HEADING AT FULL
IMPULSE—

ALTAIRIAN SOUP 1
HAD FOR LUNCH
A@RE‘EéG WITH

\

CAPTAIN,
YOUR PRESENCE IS
REGUE?;ED IN SICKBAY.

ENTLY.




ng k\%@lgge el b =——=—2
INFORMING US OF
HIS INTENTIONS,

U]

> JIM. SPOCK. IF
YOU'RE HEARING THIS,
4 AT LEAST IT MEANS 4
YOU'RE STILL
T ALIVE.
I

DR. MCCOY
SEPATED HIMSELF.
HIS VITAL SIGNS
ARE STABLE.

I COULDN'T
AFFORD TO ARGUE
WITH YOU BEFORE 1

PP 1T, S0 JUST
LISTEN.

THIS WEIRD
REGION OF SPACE
INPUCES A PEGENERATIVE
PSYCHOLOGICAL STATE IN HUMAN
BEINGS. I'M ONE OF THE FIRST
YOU'VE PROBABLY SEEN
OTHERS Eg&CUMB BY




YOU CAN'T AFFORD TO
HAVE YOUR CHIEF MEDICAL
OFFICER COMPROMISED, SO
I'M STEPPING AWAY AND
PELEGATING MY DUTIES TO MY
TEAM UNTIL_AN EFFECTIVE
TREATMENT CAN BE
FOUN

JIM, YOU NEED TO BE SPOCK,
CAREFUL. BE ALERT FOR GIVEN THAT THIS
WARNING SIGNS. SUPDEN PAIN, —r W= | APPEARS TO SPARE
BLURRED VISION. IF IT GETS = & NON-HUMANS FOR
WORSE, YOU EITHER LOCK NOW.

YOURSELF IN THE STOCKADE
OR YOU GO UNDER
LIKE ME.

N
\}‘\‘i;i%!:.

}
M

I

... YOU MIGHT BE
THE LAST HOPE
FOR THE REST

GOOD LUCK
FELLAS. AND THANKS
IN ADVANCE FOR
HAVING THE BOURBON
WAITING WHEN 1
WAKE UF,

RED
ALERT?!




~Z X \ \
\\\\ Y/ , “\ i
SULU, / a4 3 \ \ 7
WHAT'S GOING 0 y \ —
ON? f )
M s IM SORRY,
M| KIRK. I HAVE
- TO PO IT.
i ! \ 1
= \ \ & 2 \ \
\S ) e ="
Al S _—
H .
1

TRY "CAPTAIN,”
MR, SULU. I AM BRIDGE \
RELIEVING YOU OF  SECURITY, TAKE MR. 2
THE CONN. SULU INTO CUSTODY. &
LT. UHURA, YOU HAVE
THE CONN.

===\ RIGHT NOW.
BESIDES...

... YOU'RE NOT
THE ONE GIVING




COMPUTER,
OVERRIDE LOCKOUT
CGONTROLS, VOICE
| commanD KIRK, JaMES
TIBEZIUG, ZERO-ZERO-

ERO-ONE!

HOW WOULD
SULU KNOW HOW
TO PISABL

CAPTAIN

PAMMIT, SULU!
YOU DON'T KNOW
WHAT YOU'RE DOING!
YOU'RE SICK!

COMPUTER,
OPEN SICKBAY
DOORS!




CHIEF ENGINEER
SCOTTY,
WOLLP. THANK GOD!

TOP ME, 50O
HAD TO STUN THE
POOR LITTLE
BUGGER.

THE LONGER
WE STAY IN THIS
INTERPHASE SPACE,
THE LESS CHANCE
WE'LL HAVE TO
ESCAPE IT.

I'M GOING
TO MAXIMIZE
MY CHANCES OF
POING S0.

SAUCER
SEPARATION
COMMENCING.

SCOTTY..
SCOTTY, LISTEN
TO ME, I NEED

YOU TO COME TO
SICKBAY! T KNOW
YOU’IZE[ IN




ACTUALLY, SIR,

1 FEEL RATHER
WONDERFUL! THE
WORST OF IT HAS

PASSED, BUT THANK

YOU FOR YOUR

CONCERN,

DON'T BE
S0 MORBIP,
HIKARU!

WHAT ARE
YOU POING,

ScoTTY? YOU'LL

KiLL Us ALL!

AYE, CHANCES OF
SURVIVAL ARE BETTER
FOR ME ONCE I'VE GOT THE
WARP DRIVE WORKING AGAIN,

AND EVEN BETTER WITHOUT
THE NEED TO COMPENSATE
FOR THE ADDED MASS OF

THE SAUCER SECTION...

_..BUT YOU AND N
THE OTHERS IN THE
SAUCER WILL STILL
HAVE A FIGHTING
CHANCE!

PT—Smm




WE NEED / % 1 SUGGEST THAT @
TO GET OVER TO ) OUR PRIORITY SHOULD ¥
ENGINEERING, USE BE RE-ESTABLISHING |
ONE OF THE SAUCER'S . CONTROL OF THE
SECONDARY SHUTTLES, ; A SAUCER SECTION /
SOMEHOW OVERRIDE 4 ITSELF, CAPTAIN. 4
THE DOCKING ? 3 =20
CONTROLS TO
GET IN—
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SEE FOR
YOURSELVES!
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/ _WE APPEAR TO
BE SURROUNDED BY
ENERGY FILAMENTS

OF SOME KIND.

FILAMENTS.
THEY'RE NOT
RANDOM,

UNTIL IT BEATS
ITSELF?

"WAIT UNTIL THEY FLOAT INTO
INTERPHASE SPACE... WAIT
FOR THE SHIP'S STRUCTURAL
INTEGRITY TO FLUCTUATE...

... AND YOU'VE
GOT THEM RIGHT
WHERE YOU WANT

THEM.

THAT ASSUMES
THAT OUR CAPTORS
ARE SUFFICIENTLY
ADVANCED TO REMAIN
UNAFFECTED BY
INTERPHASE SPACE
THEMSELVES.




"THAT'S WHAT
CONCERNS ME.”




T

SULY,
UNLOCK THE
POORs!
NOW/

I'VE FAILED IN JUST ABOUT
EVERY WAY A CAPTAIN CAN.

=

- . =

TI'VE LOST CONTROL ‘
OF THE HELM. L=

© o © 0 O ==
. L i\
|| a
NIE
an /
AN
|| |
ALLOWED MY SENIOR X
OFFICERS TO BE
COMPROMISED.
(&
2]
] -
_/-‘ -
Ny
o
V4

AND ENDANGERED
THE REST OF THE

CREW.
NOT TO
MENTION... :
X >’
~ : -
- A 3

e

™
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SULU,
SCOTTY,
LISTEN TO
ME!

— % e
= - _
] / YOU'RE NOT N
THINKING STRAIGHT! |
M ORDERING YOU TO

STAND POWN!

WHY WOULPD 1
GIVE UP THE CHAIR
NOW, CAPTAIN? JUST
SIT BACK AND LET ME
TAKE CARE OF
EVERYTHING.

SCOTTY, IM
ORDERING YOU TO
RECONNECT THE MAIN
HULL TO THE SAUCER
SECTION.







e OOT OF The
N
CONTROLS. I'LL HAVE OéTiEAIEgMAt(LDJHC%\N
TO GET TO THE BRIDGE GIVE ME RIGHT NOW,
UsING T_If_‘IUEB.!JE%FFERrE‘S COMMANDER.

SSUMING
THEN YOU WILL
BE PLEASED TO
HEAR THAT BEFORE
MCCOY SEDATED
HIMSELF' TO PREVENT
THE E'FFECT OF
INTERPHASE F
COMPFZOMI‘SIN@ H
ABILITIES...

...HE WAS CLOSE
TO SYNTHESIZING A
COMPOUND TO

COUNTERACT ITS
EFFECT.

T
CREW BY REPLICATING AND
APMINISTERING THE
ANTIDOTE TO EVERYONE
ON BOARD.

PERFECT.
I'LL LEAVE
YOU TO IT.
NOW CROSS
YOUR FINGERS THAT

THE TUBES ARE
STILL OPEN...




"...AND THAT SULU POESN'T
SHOOT ME ON SIGHT”

ATTENTION ENEMY ¢
SHIPS, THIS 15 CAPTAIN
HIKARU SULU OF THE
FEDERATION STARSHIP

ENTERPRISE! {

HIKARU,

T'LL
APOLOGIZE.

U IMONTHE. '
BRIDGE. I'VE ! OUTSTANPING,
y \ LIEUTENANT. YOU'VE
STUNNED SULU. IM SAVED ME FROM A
- - Te BRIGGE, I
=\ AND UNLOCKING THE & :
TURBOLIFTS. & ON MY WAY.




ONE WHO ACTUALLY

KEEPS IT FLYING? 40

NO MATTER. I'VE
GOT THE WARP CORE
BACK ONLINE. IN JUST A
FEW MINUTES WE'LL BE
WARPING THROUGH THIS
WEB AND AWAY TO

GREATER GLORY! £

IM SORRY
YOU'RE NOT AWAKE
TO SEE THIS,
KEENSER, BUT I CAN'T
LET YOU INTERFERE
WITH—







SUBDUED
SCOTTY? HOW
PIP HE MANAGE

THAT?

—  So—
7 WHYZAND

WHY ISN'T HE
TELLING US THIS
= OVER THE

SO WE PACK
EVERYONE INTO THE
%AUCER SECTION. BUT WE

WE'LL HAVE
TO TEST IT
FIRST.

UHURA, YOU
HAVE THE
CONN.

KEENSER
COMMUNICATES
FASTER USING THE
SHIP'S SYSTEMS
THAN HE DOES
VERBALLY.

HE WANTS

TO TRY USING A
PLASMA BLAST TO
BREAK THE WEB, BUT
HE POESN'T WANT TO

RISK EVERYONE

INSIDE THE MAIN

HULL.




=T
FIRST OFFICER'S NG THE ANTIDOTE
|r "“ LOG, SUPPLEMENTAL. e Efr 3 B RD_C,Jv\c. (o)
: STEMMED THE OUTBREAK

OF PSYCHOLOGICAL WE HAVE BEEN CAUTIOUS IN
INSTABILITY THAT RESULTED WAKING DR. MCLOY FROM HIS
FROM OUR ENCOUNTER GELF-PREGCRIBED SEDATION.

WITH INTERPHASE SPACE.

/" 1 DONT BELIEVE
TTHERE'Er A MEDICAL

R IT THAT

YOUR ANTIDOTE TO
INTERPHASE SICKNESS
HAS PROVED
EFFECTIVE.

CAPTAIN KIRK HAS
RESUMED COMMAND
OF THE BRIDGE.

Y/ THE SAUCER SECTION N
HAS DETACHED AND BOTH
PARTS OF THE SHIP ARE
STILL CONTAINED WITHIN
ENERGY FILAMENTS
PREVENTING OUR
ESCAPE.

WONDERFUL.

YOU COULDN'T




UHURA, 1
MADE IT. ITS
SAFE TO BEAM
BETWEEN THE
WEBS. A

‘ CHEKOV, V,
oo l el
LET'S GET EVERYONE
OVER TO THE SAUCER YOU LOOK!
SECTION AS QUICK
Ao e A 2 ol HOF8
e m BETTER MOOD
WHEN YOU I
il P

WAKE UR.. /||




| AM COMMANDER
LOSKENE OF THE
| THOLIAN ARMADA. :

YOU ARE ,
TRESPASSERS WITHIN )~
THE SOVEREIGN
BORDERS OF THOLIAN
SPACE. /o

€D
BNOI%NEOF VIOLATING YOUR You WILL NOW BE

S, AN ACCIDENT TAKEN TO OUR HOMEWORLD
FORCEP U5 TO— / 70 ANSWER FOR YOUR CRIMES
5 RAGRINST THE THOLIAN

THE CRUSE OF RSSEMBLY.

YOUR TRANSGRESSION
1S NOT IMPORTANT.

- YOUR ATTEMPT TO
ESCAPE BY SPLITTING YOUR
SHIP INTO TWO VESSELS

WAS UNSUCCESSFUL. ' ‘

THERE WILL BE NO
FURTHER COMMUNICATION
BEFORE THAT TIME.

CAPTAIN, DID B
YOU HEAR ALL
THAT? _




—WHICH MEANS
THE CLOCK |15
TICKING FASTER THAN
WE THOUGHT.

WHAT'S THE
PROGRESS ON THE
CREW RELOCATION

TO THE SAUCER?

SPOCK 15
MAKING SURE
EVERYONE |5 WHAT'S THE L
INOCULATED AGAINST PLAN ON YOUR
THE INTERPHASE END? P
SICKNESS.

KEENSER, ARE YOU '\
SURE ABOUT THESE '\
| CALCULATIONST MAYBE
WE SHOULD TRY T%g\'iéKE

= SCOTTY, SEE |
p| REGAINED HIS SENSES—

WHAT'S THIS?
RECONFIGURE THE
INJECTOR FLOWS IN £
BOTH NACELLES...

COMBINE TO
CREATE A TARGETED
PLASMA BURST...




=

CAPTAIN,
SENSORS INDICATE
WE ARE MOVING!
THE‘Y"R%ST;OW.W@

MAIN HULL IS
EVACUATED!

- c
FOR YOU AND 12
LT KEENSER. S

THEN WE'RE
GO0P TO GO.
WE'LL HANDLE IT
ON THIS END.

SOMEONE HAS N
70 DO IT, UHURA, AND







HULL SHIELDS
UP! TARGET
THOSE SHIPS WITH
THE PHASER
ARRAYS!

7 COMING FOR '\
YOU NOW. STAND
BY TO ENGAGE

ENEMY SHIPS
ONCE THE WEB
15 DOWN! 4




) GET
US CLEAR AND
OSE

ARGET TH
SHIPS!

CHEKOV




YOUR COWARDLY
SABOTAGE HRS
SAVED You.

R STATE OF
y WAR NOW EXISTS
BETWEEN OUR
BUT IT HAS 3 CIVILIZATIONS.
INVOKED THE WRATH
OF THE THOLIAN -
RSSEMBLY.

. ...NO AMOUNT
OF TRICKERY WILL
SRVE You.

" CAPTAIN, THE

LOOKING ©  THOLIANS ARE

FORWARD  FLEEING, SHOULD
O IT WE PURSUE?

7 —

LET THEM GO,
LIEUTENANT. AT
LEAST WE NOW
KNOW WHAT
THEY'RE UP TO

..AND THEY KNOW THAT WITHOUT
WEBS, THEY'RE NO MATCH FOR
EPARATED OR NOT.”

LOOKS LIKE THE
WEBS COUNTERACTED
THE INTERPHASE EFFECT
ON THE SHIF. NOW THAT
WE'RE FREE IT'S
STARTING AGAIN.




STLL PLELNG
LET'S
RECONNECT MUTINOUS?
THE SAUCER

AND GET OUT
OF HERE.

NO IDEA
WHAT YOU
MEAN, CAPTAIN,
ONE MINUTE T
WAS FINE, THE
NEXT...

AT EASE,
MR, SCOTT.

LT. KEENSER WAS
ACTING IN THE BEST
INTERESTS OF THE
CREW. WE ALL OWE
HIM OUR LIVES.

OUR LIVEST
OH, DON'T TELL
\ HM THAT.

S IT 15!



CAPTAIN'G LOG,
SUPPLEMENTAL.

WE ARE SAFELY FREE
OF THOLIAN SPACE
AND THE INTERPHASE
REGION THAT NEARLY
DOOMED Us.

IT'S UNFORTUNATE
THAT OUR ENCOUNTER
WITH THE THOLIANS
ENDED IN HOSTILITIES,
ESPECIALLY GIVEN
THE CURRENT TENSION
THE FEPERATION
ALREADY FACES WITH
THE KLINGONS AND
THE ROMULANS.

IN THE MEANTIME, LT.
KEENSER HAS ASKED
ME TO JOIN HIM FOR
REFRESHMENTS IN
THE SHIP'S LOUNGE.

BUT I AM HEARTENED BY THE
PERFORMANCE AND BRAVERY
OF THE CREW PURING THIS
CRISIS. 1 AM RECOMMENDPING
THAT LIEUTENANTS KEENSER
AND UHURA BE GIVEN CITATIONS
FOR EXTRAORPINARY VALOR,




T'LL ENJOY THE
CHANCE TO GET TO

50, UHURA SAID
THAT CONVERSATION
ISN'T YOUR FAVORITE

PASTIME, IS THAT A

PERSONAL THING, OR B
THE SAME GO

POES THE

I MEAN, THAT'S FINE
WITH ME. THERE'S
ENOUGH NOISE ON A
STARSHIP AT ANY GIVEN
TIME, RIGHT?

SOMETIMES |T'S
NICE TO JUST SIT
BACK AND SHARE A
QUIET MOMENT.










NOW THAT WE'VE
ARRIVED AT THE BANKS-Z16
SYSTEM, I'M SENDING A
SURVEY TEAM DOWN TO
STUDY THE INPIGENOUS

POPULATION ON ONE
OF THE PLANETS.

THEY'LL STAY FOR
A FEW DAYS, GET AS
MUCH DATA AS THEY CAN,
TRY NOT TO ALTER THE
COURSE OF AN ENTIRE
CIVILIZATION BY BEING
SPOTTED...

WANT YOoU
TO LEAD IT,
SULU.




ALL EVIDENCE TO
THE CONTRARY, I'M NOT
COMPLETELY CERTAIN
ABOUT EVERYTHING
ALL THE TIME.

BUT ONE THING
I'M SURE OF IS THAT
YOU'LL BE THE CAPTAIN
OF A STARSHIP
ONE DAY.

THE MORE
EXPERIENCE YOU HAVE

PIPN'T HAVE IT.

“YOU'LL NEED TO CHOOSE
YOUR SURVEY TEAM AND
DEBRIEF THEM.




THE
PLANETARY
AND MISSION
SPECS ARE
ALL HERE.

YOU'RE

BUT INVENTING A
PIECE OF POTENTIALLY
REVOLUTIONARY TECHNOLOGY
DOES TAKE ITS TIME, AND
I DIDN'T WANT TO
RUSH.

©OP FORBID ONE

W sorry, i
. Gl -—

|

o

JUST GET RIGHT! 1 WAS ORIGINALLY
ON WITH THE GOING TO CALL IT
DEMONSTRATION, "CHESHIRE CAT”, BUT THAT
SCOTTY. SEEMS A BIT UNWIELDY,
S0 I'M OFEN TO
SUGGESTIONS.




HOORAY,
SCIENCE!

OUR SURVEY TEAMS HAVE
NEVER BEEN ABLE TO GET TOO
CLOSE TO THE NATIVE SPECIES.

SCOTTY'S DEVICE WILL ALLOW Us
TO OBSERVE THE LOCALS BETTER
THAN WE EVER HAVE WITHOUT
BEING DETECTED.

WHO
SEE OUT, WITHOUT ANYONE
IN FRONT OF IT
SEEING /N.

YOUR TEAM :
WILL BE THE |
FIRST, SULU.

READY TO o
MAKE STARFLEET |l
HisTORY?Z A




HELMSMAN'S LOG,
SUPPLEMENTAL. I'D BE LYING IF I SAID I WASN'T R -y
! I NERVOUS. HOLPING THE CONN ON N .
= THE BRIDGE |5 ONE THING. YOU'RE 50 I SURROUND MYSELF
SURROUNDED BY SEVERAL HUNDRED E WITH THE BEST.
EXTREMELY TALENTED PEOPLE AND

A STATE-OF-THE-ART FLAGSHIF, P

SCIENCE OFFICER AMOS.
e INDER R, EXPERT N

BUT LEADING AN AWAY TEAM DOWN - A

TO AN UNKNOWN PLANET AND TESTING < XENO-FLORA AND FAUNA.

PROTOTYPE TECHNOLOGY?Z THAT'S ‘

SOMETHING ELSE.

SCIENCE OFFICER
FERDOWS.
ANTHROPOLOGIST.
HE'S MADE FIRST
CONTACT WITH
MORE SPECIES
THAN ANYONE IN
THE FLEET

FOR SECURITY, LT. CORDRY,
RUMOR |5 SHE ONCE TOOK
DOWN A FULLY GROWN RABID
SEHLAT WITH HER BARE HANDS

AND MR. SCOTT INSISTED
ON SEEING HIS PROTOTYPE
IN ACTION FIRSTHAND, SO




WE'RE ON THE GROUND AN
HOUR AHEAD OF SCHEPULE. ‘

ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS
FROM THE LARGEST CITY, BUT
I'M DETECTING AN ISOLATED
STRUCTURE CLOSER TO US.
IT'S UNOCCUPIED.

LIEUTENANT, WE'RE = Lo AN

WE'LL START
THERE.

A iz A

!
lf
COMPROMISED IN THIS A PHOTOSYNTHESIS 0

g
VEGETATION, 5O KEEP [ LIKE THIS... j/ st W
7

7’ /  CELLULAR Y ? j
\ CONSTRUCTION!
VISIBILITY WILL BE T'VE NEVER SEEN , f

YOUR TRICORDERS /8 . nd |
HANDY. Vi ; :

7
1)

FIRST SIGN OF
= ANY LOCALS AND WE
PUT MR. SCOTT'S
NEW INVENTION TO
GO0D USE.



THIS LOOKS LIKE A
CEREMONIAL SITE. IF IT'S
ONLY USED AT CERTAIN
TIMES THAT WOULD
EXPLAIN WHY IT'S
DESERTED NOW.

THIS
CRESCENT
SYMBOL ;
APFEARS TO BE E
SIGNIFICANT. 4

b, Vs

W |71



LOOKS LIKE OUR
TIMING COULD HAVE
BEEN BETTER.

1 THINK EACH
OF THESE LINES
REPRESENTS
ONE OF THE
TOWERS.

LIEUTENANT, ,
LOOK AT _ g
THIS! A E EEN IN

OTHER PRE-WARF
CULTURES.

LIEUTENANT,
I'M PICKING UP
MULTIPLE TARGETS
HEADIN@]OUR

LET'S LOOK
FOR COVER TO
WAIT OUT THE
STORM.




: SET UP THE IT'S A CROWD OF

TIME TO TEST — BLIND AT THE THEM, SIR. COMING

THAT DEVICE. , Esiw ALTHE STRAIGHT FOR
CLEARING. THIS SITE.

WITH
PLEASURE,
SIR!

GATHER ROUND
=
20 WERE ALL pRohPY?
COVERED.

WHAT |F

THEY HEAR
us?

THE DEVICE MUTES 4
ANY SOUND COMING g 2 3 _
FROM BEHIND IT. y ¥ == IF THEY

SMELL Us,
ON THE
OTHER HAND,
WELL...

Gy NONEED TO
ﬁ‘f WHISPER, LIEUTENANT!




i

ﬂ/’N f/{ %'9%”//@ ; \

I
f; A llﬂ o \
!

’ |
/':_‘«: { (
/
f

It ‘ A Y /
/ g}’/% // 1Y /A’l ? ,
! o 4‘// ‘,:f, / / ’ |
1 [ f 1 . _;]'{. " /
"I,' ‘ W ’,{/ﬂl i
i ' 4 ATAGr

/
i \
Il %
LW B /7))
/, {gj’ /
NG / 7
TN / My ‘/'I
i a0 f ’
h4 f A 7l
f | 7l i/
/ Al W ’
; NI
{ / /
| / q
o A ) ’ / o
/I f i /
1

-3 0 = =
%
N
e
e -

._ A / / /) fi’/'g
: S e

f/







I LOOKS LIKE IT.
BUT NOT JUST ANY
RITUAL... il

“...THIS LOOKS LIKE
A SACRIFICE.”




KEPTIN, s
SENSORS PICKING
UP_SOMETHING
HEPPENING IN
ORBIT ABOVE
THE PLANET!

ENTERPR/SE
TO AWAY TEAM.
SULU, WE'VE GOT A NEW
ARRIVAL APPROACHING
UP HERE. WHAT'S
YOUR STATUS?

WE'VE GOT
SOMETHING STRANGE
GOING ON DOWN HERE
AS WELL, CAPTAIN.




WE'RE OBSERVING THE
INPIGENOUS POPULATION
CONDUCTING SOME KIND

OF RITUAL—
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THE
N _CHILDREN—
THEY'RE BEING AN
TAKEN— L

A

SN

. I — SRS .

= SULU, CAN _..-—.:
1 YOU HEAR
r

!/'i

WE'VE LOST
CONTACT WITH
THE AWAY
TEAM, SIR!

shepeemss
e T
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ARE BEING
SCANNED!




uxv

ITS THE
BLASTED
ELECTRICITY
OUT THERE! IT'S
INTERFERING
WITH THE
BLIND!




THE SHIP
APFEARS TO
BE ABSORBING
ELECTRICITY FROM

= PLANET BELOW.
e | [~

OH DEAR.
LIEUTENANT, NOW
'\ MAY BE A GOOD TIME
FOR US TO MAKE
A HASTY—

J QRey LG4
Less Vel
QAR




EVERYTHING THAT coULD [
GO WRONG ON MY FIRST [\
AWAY COMMAND HAS. ol

! ‘
e j;.fgd. {
WE'VE LOST CONTACT |/
WITH THE ENTERFPRISE. /

N\ | I\
\ WE'RE SURROUNDED BY
\ AN ARMED POPULACE.
i THE PRIME DIRECTIVE
! HAS BEEN SHATTERED.
’ S
| s ‘\\
N\

MY ONLY CONSOLATION
IS THAT THINGS CAN'T
GET ANY WORSE...




HELMS b
SUPPLEMENTAL. [;-( %
T AT -I'ﬂl'ﬂtfl
IF MY LEAPERSHIF OF
THIS AWAY MISZION 1S fikd]
ANY INDICATION OF MY

FUTURE CAREER AS A
STARFLEET CAPTAIN...

TS GOING TO

s / /
Sy Eﬂ BE A SHORT ONE. [
s M.

THE FAILURE OF OUR OBSERVATION BLIND MEANS
/| THAT WE NO LONGER HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT THE
PRIME DIRECTIVE. IT'S BEEN BLOWN TO PIECES.

WE'VE LOST CONTACT WITH THE
ENTERPR/SE, BUT FORTUNATELY

WHICH MEANS WE CAN AT LEAST
TRY TO EXPLAIN WHO WE ARE TO

A SPECIES THAT'S NEVER BEEN
CONTACTED BEFORE. /

N el
v ’

) f AND WE CAN TRY TO CONVINCE
/ THEM WE'RE NOT A THREAT
THEY NEED TO PEAL WITH.

L2 AN =







WE MEAN YOU
NO HARM. WE ARE
ONLY HERE TO

OBSERVE.

SILENLE

BEFORE THE
AERIE WILL

SOMETHING HAPPENED
BACK AT THAT RITUAL SITE.

]

i he L
e e VL RN I K

I CAN ONLY HOPE THE
- | CRAZY ATMOSPHERICS |
| @OT THE ATTENTION OF
THE ENTERPRISE—




b

§

| —AND THEY'RE ALREADY
| INVESTIGATING.

SCANS
INDICATE A
WESSEL OF
UNKNOWN
PROVENANCE,
KEPTIN!

THEY ARE
SCANNING US
AS WELL!

CHEKOV,
W[ WHAT ARE WE
\ LOOKING AT?

SHELDS
UF. YELLOW

LET'S GET A
GOO0D LOOK AT
EACH OTHER...




CAPTAIN, IT APPEARS THE
SHIP JUST COMPLETED AN
ENERGY TRANSFER OF SOME
KIND. COMING FROM THE
SURFACE BELOW.

PRECISELY AT
THE AWAY TEAM'S
LAST KNOWN
LOCATION.

NEGATIVE,
SIR. STILL NO
CONTACT WITH

THE TEAM.

WHAT IF THAT
ENERGY BEAM WAS A
TRANSPORTER?T

WHAT |IF THEY Y
JUST BEAMED UP
OUR TEAM? /

1AM DETECTING
A TRANSFER OF
ORGANIC MATERIAL NOT
UNLIKE THAT SEEN IN OUR
OWN TRANSPORTER
PROCESS, BUT THE
NATURE OF THAT
MATERIAL...

...15 MOST
CURIOUS.




THE DROWNING CITY. B
i -1
\ ' Toous

Algf Emé THEG EXY-:—JE wrég. R
BIE, GUIPIN PLAIN Yau,
ASSEMB LAGE Or EXISTENLE. AN EXI6TENAE
THE FELIPAE ) NOT FOGrRETTLP IN
PEGPLE. 7 THE SONGELBALLS OF
£ THE PEITY, ANP THU%
IMPE44IBLE.

I AM LT, HIKARU SULU
STARGHI ENTEEERISE, WE ¥
- WE ARE FROM
COME ON A MISSION OF A CIVILIZATION
PEACE, TO OBSERVE YOUR  MANY LIGHT-YEARS
CIVILIZATION, BUT NOT AWAY. A PLANET
TO INTERFERE. CALLED EARTH.

RIPPLES ARE
YaUR LANGUAGE.
RIPPLES ARE FORBIPPEN
BY THE PEITY.

T3 ANGER
THE PEITY 14 TT
INVITE ANGTHER

PELUGE.

SOUNDS LIKE AN '
WHAT WE SAW OFFERING
THEIR VERSION — MUST'VE BEEN OF THEIR y WHY DI IT
AN OFFERING YOUNG...? ! TRY TO SINK
o ‘ THE CITY?




SINAE FIRST 4INGING,
THE SONGCELARTLLS
LOMMANPEP THE GFFERING
GrF NEW LIFE.

“EALH TIME AOMES
THE PEITY, THE
PEITY BELEWES
THEM INTT ITSELF.

“THUS THE FELIPAE
PEGPLE #UBVIVE.

“BUT LAME TIME THE
WAYWARP ONE% PENIEP
THE PEITY IT% GIFT.

“ANP THU% WERE
ALL PUNISHEP."

THU%
LLEANSEP
ar FaLby.




YES WE ‘i

WELL, THAT COPY,
WAS AWFLLLY f, JUST MET
OLD TESTAMENT OF UHURA! E\Jgé"i chvsED I
INTERFERENCE

THIS "DEITY"...
—ULU! SULU, SOME KIND
PO YOU COPY? OF ELECTRICAL AEQ%S‘F;?EEW
WHAT'S YOUR STORM BLEW TO BEAM
STATUS? OUR COVER. BACK?

WS CURKENTLY
SLIGHTLY UNWELCOME WHAT VIILE
S /& THI&? WHI

GUESTS OF THE LOCAL
POPULATION. HIPES AMONG

Y INTENTIONALLY, P . GET‘%HL@U’YIO% ALL
V N F s - b :
s s BELIEVE ME. THE = : OUT OF THERE.
STORM KNOCKED - D PREPARE TO
= UT OUR : MWD, BEAM LR

ouT
CAMOUFLAGE.




REGULATIONS DICTATE
THAT IN THE EVENT THE
PRIME DIRECTIVE 1S VIOLATED,
EVERY EFFORT MUST BE TAKEN
TO ENSURE THAT THE EXPOSURE
OF INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS
TO APVANCED TECHNOLOGY

1S MINIMIZED. BEAMING THE

AWAY TEAM BACK
WOULD REVEAL TO THIS
SPECIES THE EXISTENCE

OF TRANSPORTER

TECHNOLOGY.

" OR FLY POWN AND \
SHOW THE LOCALS WHAT
=== A SHUTTLECRAFT LOOKS
e B il
%TE'ZNAT'VEL’ ASK  "BEAMING THEM OUT.

NO, YOU'RE

COMING HOME PREPARE
NOW, SULU. TO l?EAM
P




YOU ARE
INTERFERING WITH
THE FELIDAE.

YOUR INTRUSION
IS UNWELCOME AND
WILL CEASE NOW.

CAPTANN, IT'S
THE ALIEN SHIP!
THEY BYPASSED

HAILIN@ PROTOCOL‘E
AND ARE SPEAKING

PIRECTLY THROU@H
THE COMMS.

THEY'RE
BROADCASTING
THROUGH THE

WHOLE SHIP! B




OUR NAME IS
BEYOND YOUR
LANGUAGE.

v

OUR NATURE
IS BEYOND YOUR
COMPREHENSION.

CAPTAIN, YOU
MIGHT NOT WANT
TO ANTAGONIZE

THESE GUYS.

WHAT DID YOU
FIND DOWN THERE,
LIEUTENANTZ




A PRE-INDUSTRIAL
CIVILIZATION, AS WE
THOUGHT. BUT IT LOOKS
LIKE THEY WORSHIP
WHOEVESE;I"E; IN THAT

I THINK WE
WITNESSED THEM
SACRIFICING THEIR
YOUNG TO IT.

1 BELIEVE
YOUR SUSPICIONS
ARE CORRECT,

SULL.

] ?j.l;.

gg ﬂlﬂ |

IT CERTAINLY SOUNDED Y BUT WHAT
LIKE THEY REGARD WHOEVER'S WOULD THEY
ONBOARD THAT THING AS THEIR ~ NEED THE WEE

SUPREME BEING, SIR! ONES FOR?T

CONTROL. )
\ N L=

IT"S
THE ULTIMATE
EXPRESSION
OF POWER OVER A
HELPLESS POPULATION.
CONTROLLING THEIR
VERY FUTURE.




AOUREREPR N YoUR INTRUSION
GRREREERE INVITES OUR WRATH. @

’

KEPTIN, THEY
, HAVE ATTACKED
- WITH SOME KIND OF |
{ OB ENERGY DEWICE!




SINVITE OUR - ! ' R -

—~ RED ALERT.
WRATH"?! THEY — oy ARM PHOTON

[T\ REALLY ARE OLD / . TORPEDOES.
TESTAMENT!

AT

TELEE R

UHURA, KILL
THE COMMS. T
DON'T WANT THEM
TO HEAR WHAT
WE'RE POING.

WE
SHOULD DEPART
IMMEDIATELY, CAPTAIN.
WE FACE AN ENEMY OF
UNKNOWN CAPABILITIES

THE SIGNAL
IS WEAK, BUT
SCANS DETECT
THEIR LOCATION
ABOARD THE
SHIP!

GO0P. LOCK

TO BEAM THEM
OVER HERE.




CAFTAIN, TO
BRING THEM ABOARD
WOULD FURTHER
VIOLATE—

' THE PRIME DIRECTIVE
" WAS ALREADY VIOLATED THE

SECOND OUR FRIENDS IN THE
SHIP STARTED PLAYING GOD
WITH THE INDI@ENOUS

POPULATIO

BY ALL
ACCOUNTS THEY'VE
BEEN POING IT FOR

A LONG TIME. IT
ENDS NOW.

IF THE NATIVE SPECIES WAS
NOT AWARE THAT ITS PRESUMED
DEITY WAS AN EVOLVED RACE, AND
INTERPRETED THE RESULTS OF THE
ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY AS
NATURAL EVENTS...

... THAT WOULP
NOT TECHNICALLY
HAVE VIOLATED THE

SPIRIT OF THE PRIME
PIRECTIVE.

NEVER THOUGHT ! e
I WOULD HEAR YOU AND THAT'S My
INVOKE A "SPIRIT" IN THE POINT. LOGIC DOESN'T

NAME OF COLD HARD ; APFLY ANYMORE. NOW
q ) ; IT"S ABOUT DOING

LOGIC, SPOCK.
. WHAT'S RIGHT.

THE SURFACE.




WITHIN THEM
dﬂxilﬁf?{é??}—lz MUST BE BEA4ONS
SONCEARTLLE FOR WHAT WE HAVE 4 HEW LENG
§ e SEEN THI& pPAay. 1 Y BEHOLPEN
.
I MUET WE BE TO
THEM™ Ta THE

YaU SPEAK
BLASPHEMY!
BLASPHE—

...BUT OUR

LHILPREN ABRE PERHAP%
RETURNEP EVERYTHING
HA% LHANCEP
BLASPHEMY? FOREVEE.
PERHAPS. ..




.

"THEY'RE ATTACKING AGAIN, KEPTINI"

e

FIRE PHOTON
TORPEPOES! [




... CHEROV?

WHAT JUST
HAPPENED?

WE SCORED
DIRECT HITS TO
THEIR MAIN FOWER
CENTERS!




COULD BE WE -
DAMAGED THEM < o~
ENOUGH THAT THEY [ISeey
TURNED TAIL! —_—

-
-

OBVIOUSLY THE SIZE
OF THEIR SHIP WAS NO
INDICATION OF 1TS STRENGTH!
WHY WOULD THEY NEED TO BE

IMPERVIOUS WHEN THEY'RE USED |
TO PICKING ON PRE-WARFP
WOR{TAD@;JHEY’D NEVER MET

FELT LIKE WHEN
HE POPPED
GOLIATH!

AN APFROPRIATE
ANALOGY, MR. SCOTT.
BUT THE FACT REMAINS

THAT WE HAVE INVOLVED
OURSELVES IN THE AFFAIRS
OF TWO PREVIOUSLY
UNKNOWN SPECIES.

WHICH MEANS WE HAVE
A RESPONSIBILITY WE CAN'T
ABANDON. WE'LL STAY AND
MAKE TRUE FIRST CONTACT
WITH THE INDIGENOUS
POPULATION.

WE'LL WELCOME
THEM TO A GALAXY
THEY'VE ONLY BEEN
THREATENED BY UP

N UNTIL NOW.

PRE-WARP OR
NOT, THEY'RE PART
OF IT NOW.




CAPTAIN'S LOG,
SUPPLEMENTAL.

COMMANDER SPOCK HAS DONE
AN ADMIRABLE JOB MASKING HIS
DISPLEASURE AT MY DECISION
REGARDING THE NATIVE SPECIES.

I LOOK FORWARD TO THE MIRACULOUS
DAY WHEN OUR INTERPRETATION OF
THE PRIME DIRECTIVE IS THE SAME.

FOR YOUR
PERFORMANCE
REVIEW, LT.
SULU.

—FOR FAILING
TO PREDICT THAT
AN ADVANCED ALIEN
SHIP WOULD SUDDENLY
APPEAR IN ORBIT, DISRUPT
SCOTTY'S CAMOUFLAGE
PROTOTYPE, AND REVEAL
OUR EXISTENCE TO
A NATIVE SPECIES
THAT NEEDED
OUR HELP?

4 —YOU GET
SHIF.

WELL DONE,
HIKARU.

YOU ACTED
EXACTLY HOW I HOPED
YOU WOULD GIVEN THE

CIRCUMSTANCES.

NO ONE EVER
SAID GAINING
EXPERIENCE WOULD
BE EASY. BUT THIS
EXPERIENCE, AND THE
ONES TO FOLLOW,
WILL ONLY HELP
YOU WHEN—
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SPACE STATION DIAMANDIS 1

ENSIGN
1 SEE THE
FAVA.- WAY YOU'RE
LOOKING AT THAT
LONG-RANGE
SCAN REPORT.
WHAT'> GONG

IT APPEARS TO
BE AN UNIDPENTIFIED AND
UNLOGGED SHIF, GIR, WHERE
THERE SHOULD NOT BE ONE. IT'5

APPROACHING THE STATION AT
LOW WARP SPEED. I'VE BEEN
TRACKING IT FOR 10 MINUTES

NOW, TRYING TO ASCERTAIN

ITS CONFIGURATION...

BLAST IT,
HAVA. WHEN
WERE YOU
GOING TO
TELL ME?

YELLOW
ALERT! SECURITY =
TO THE COMMAND

SORRY, SIR, AT
FIRST 1 THOU@HT IT
WAS JUST A SENSOR
REFLECTION, I JUST

WANTED TO BE

SURE...




THESE PODPS RUN ON
AUTOPILOT. THEY'RE SET UP
TO FERRY SICK OR WOUNDED
FROM DISTANT LOCATIONS.
HERE'S HOW YOU CHECK ITS
TRANSPONDER—AH YES, SEE?

i - AUTHOK!ZED

IT'S NOT
SOMETHING YOU

1 WONDER
WHAT'S HAPFENED
TO THE PEOPLE
ON THAT POD?

WELL, THEY'VE
CERTANLY COME TO
THE RIGHT PLACE. I'D
SAY THEY'LL BE IN GO0D
HANDS—WE'RE HOSTING ONE
OF THE BIGGEST STARFLEET
MEDICAL CONFERENCES
EVER HELD.

B b iy
T 7




we'rze ATE. DR. KATHERINE PULASKI.
oRt BE DON'T WORRY, Il CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER,

E WE !
PIGEING ANTTHING WELL2TILL Mane U84 REPLLSE,

IMPORTANT AT THE SESSIONS START.
CONFERENCE. T'M REALLY LOOKING |
FORWARD TO Vidi | \ \ !”
THE PANEL ON ({7 ¥ =
NANOPROBES.
o

% DR.JULIAN BASHIR. \ .
CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER, ! I81° DR. BEVERLY CRUSHER.
DEEP SPACE S. CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER,
U.8. 8. ENTERPRISE.

NANOPROBES?T
ARE YOU INSANE?

KATE. YOU'RE
WELL AWARE THAT
NANOTECHNOLO@Y
HAS SHOWN GREAT
PROMISE IN A VARIETY OF
TREATMENTS. AND THERE'S
SOME COMPELLING NEW

FINE, MAYBE I'M SORRY TO
NANOTECHNOLOGY INTERRUPT, BUT WE IT'S BEEN
HAS SOME POTENTIAL MAY HAVE AN UNUSUAL TROUBLING ME
BENEFITS. THAT SAl SITUATION HERE. THA THE DIAMANDIé
I'M PRETTY SURE THAT I 2 1 STATION HAS BEEN
WOULD PREFER NOT TO - UNUSUALLY QUIET AS
HAVE THOSE LITTLE WE APPROACHED. 1
ROBOTIC CRITTERS HAD JUST STARTED TO
SWIMMING AROUND IN : INQUIRE FURTHER
MY BLOODSTREAM.
SIGNAL BEGAN

TRANSMITTING.




ATTENTION APPROACHING I HAVE IMPLEMENTED
RUNABOUT! A CONTAGION OF A FULL LEVEL-] GUARANTINE
UNENCUN Ol A% WA LTsATED ) OF SPACE STATION DIAMANDIS
THIS FACILITY, ALL STATION 1. DO NOT ENTER THIS FACILITY.
PERSONNEL ARE NOW INFECTED 5 ] T AM CONTINUING MY EFFORTS
ANP INCAPACITATED. = 4 TO FINP A CUEE FO.‘?
E 1 THIS MALAD! >

EDICAL HOLDGRAM THAT |

GAINED SENTIENCE DURING CURRENT ASSIGNMENT:
U.8.5. VOYAGER'S LONG RETURN CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER,
TO THE ALPHA QUADRANT. COPERNICUS STATION.

WHAT CAN YOU
TELL U5 ABOUT THE
CONTAGION? WHAT 15
THE CONDITION OF

EC THOSE WHO ARE
AMA! = = \ INFECTED?

DI NDIS 1,
THIS 1S PR, JULIAN

STATION AND ABOUT
TO ENTER ORBIT.
HOW CAN WE

HOW FORTUITOUS,
WE cOULD DEFINITELY USE
THE ASSISTANCE OF SUCH
EMINENTLY QUALIFIED
PHYSICIANS.

ALL PERSONNEL ARE
COMPLETELY PARALYZED OIZ
RAPIDLY BECOMING SO, THE!
BODIES SEEMINGLY UNDER@OIN@
AN UNEXPLAINED TRANSFORMATION
TO A STONELIKE SUBSTANCE,
ALMOST AS IF THEY'RE
CRYSTALLIZING. SENDING
STATION LOGS NOW...




“THIS ESCAPE POD ARRIVED UNDER AUTOMATIC CONTROL
AT THE STATION BARELY 24 HOURS AGO. INSIDE WERE
FOUR HUMANS, UNCONSCIOUS, SUFFERING FROM WHAT
WE NOW KNOW AS THE PARALYTIC CONTAGION.

“AT FIRST, WITH ‘50 MANY P‘H'Y‘SECIAN'E' HERE
FOR THE CONFERENCE, EVERYO!

CONFIDENT THAT THE AGéEN@ERG COULD
BE TREATED AND CURED QUICKLY.

“ENTHU&IA&M TURNED TO PESPONDENCY, HOWEVER—NO ONE I “AT PRESENT, ALL PERSONNEL ABOARD ARE PN
WAS Al O IPENTIFY THE CONTAGION OR COME UP WITH IMMOBII.-IZED AND UNDERGOING VARIOUS i

AN EFFECTNE‘ TREATMENT. WORSE, EVEN THOUGH ALL TAGES OF THE TRANSFORMATION,

DECONTAMINATION PROTOCOLS WERE IMPLEMENTED, ALTHOU@H ALL REMAIN ALIVE.

EVERYONE ON THE '5TAT!ON THE CREW ANQ THE VISITING

PHYSICIANS - BEGAN TO SHOW SYMPTOMS OF THE DISEASE.

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF MYSELF, OF COURSE.

IN ADDITION, THE
STATION'S LONG-RANGE
SCANNERS INDICATE FOUR
MORE SIMILAR SIGNALS
HEAPING TOWARD POPULATED

WORLDS. SHOULD THOSE
LIFEFODS ALSO CONTAIN THE
CONTAGIONS, THE POSSIBILITY
FOR WIDESPREAD INFECTION

IS GREAT. EMERGENCY

RESPONSE SIGNALS
HAVE BEEN SENT.




WouLp

s gt’%éﬁ#ﬁN@ AFFIRMATIVE.
YOU'VE LEARNED TRANSMITTING
S50 FAR? NOW.

" I HAVE
NOT BEEN ABLE TO
MATCH THIS DISEASE'S

IN STARFLEET MEPICAL
RECORDS. I WOULD

WELCOME SOME NEW 4

I'VE NEVER
SEEN ANYTHIN@
LIKE T

BEFORE

CEZTNNLY THERE ARE

PLENT OTENTIAL

CAUGEG OF SYSTEMIC
PARALYSIS—THE SURATA IV

BASHIR, HOW
GOO0P ARE THESE MEDICAL

MY EXPERIENCE WITH
EMERGENCY MEDICAL
HOLOGRAMS 1S THAT THEY DO
TOP-NOTCH WORK. THEY ARE
REMARKABLE ARTlFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
UNITS WITH DPEEP MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE
AND AN EXTRAORPINARY ABILITY TO
ANALYZE. BESIDES, THAT'S NOT JUST e
THE STANDARD-| I%UE EMH, THAT"'.’! ,’

THE EMH, THE ONE THAT C,
BACK WITH VOM@E}Z

.rll

FINE, F
THAT HOLO@ZAM HAS
ACCESS TO THE ENTIRE
STARFLEET MEDICAL
DATABASE?

YES. HIS RANGE OF
KNOWLED@E 15 TRULY
FORMIDABLE.




WELA_, FIRST

(%)
ARRIVAL OF THIS
MYS ERIOUS ESCAP
oD SEEMS AWFULLY
9U‘5PICIOU'§ TO ME,
KNOWING WHAT WE LTI#OW

055
INTENTIONAL EFFORT TO
INFECT THE GATHERED
ATTENDEES—WHO JUST
HAPPEN TO BE THE BEST
AND THE BRIGHTEST OF
STARFLEET MEDICAL.
AND WITH FOUR MORE
OF THESE THINGS
OUT THERE? 1
DON'T LIKE IT.

AND IT SEEMS INTERESTING TO ME
THAT ALL THOSE DOCTORS AND THIS
HOLOGRAM COULDN'T FIND A MATCH

IN THE DATABASE. SURE, MAYBE IT'S

SOMETHING WE'VE NEVER SEEN
BEFORE, BUT IT'S ODD...

1 WONDER
IF SOMEONE
MIGHT HAVE
TAMPERED WITH
THE DATABASE.
REMOVED ANY

/ THI':’! DIGEA‘S'E.

LET’9 GE
CAN

INDE
LOOKING FO!Z ANY
PATTERNS OF
ANOMALIE‘B THAT
MIGHT SUGGEST
DATA CORRUPTION
OR ALTERATION.
SCANNING...

CONFIRMED. THERE'S
A SUBTLE, WELL HIDDEN
TRAIL OF ERASED RECORDS
IN THE MEDICAL DATABASE
THAT ALIGNS WITH THE T
OF AN INTENTIONAL ALTERATION
DATA SABOTAGE, PROBABLY
WITH SOME SORT OF
DATABASE WORM.

WHOEVER DID

THIS WAS AN EXPERT.

THE INTRUSION AND ERASURES.
ALL I CAN TELL IS THAT BY
TRACKING BNAQCKWARD, THE

DELET!

STOPPED

AROUND THE YEAR
22eq.




EXCELLENT!

BOU A
ORIGINALLY
DELETED
RECORD?

THE EARLIEST PELETED
RECORD WAS FROM A
CONSTITUTION-CLASS

SHIFE. THE ORIGINAL
CONSTITUTION-CLASS
ENTERPRISE. THAT'S
THE BEST I

po You
THINK ANYONE
ko3
MAYBE, A
ALIVE? FRIEND TOLD ME
ONCE THAT HE MET
ADMIRAL MccoY

THAT MAY ; 1 '
BE OUR BEST . HE'S ALIVE, ALL
CHANCE. _ 3)

R/@HT AND HE'S NOT
FAR AWAY. HE'S ET!EEP
AND LIVING ON A NEARB
AGRICULTURAL FACIL!TY
IN THE VIIRRE
SYSTEM.

WE'RE
ON OUR WAY,
POCTOR. KEEP US
POSTED SHOULD
CONDITIONS
CHANGE.




VIRRE-5 AGRICULTURAL ~ (" HOW WILL WE

KNOW WHERE TO
CULTIVATION FACILITY FIND HIMZ

THE LAST
KNOWN CONTACT
INFORMATION

SUGGESTS THAT HE'S
LIVING RIGHT OUTSIDE
) THIS TRAPING
CENTER

DR, MCCOY CAME

TO US A COUPLE YEARS

AGO. WE SORELY NEED A

GO0D POCTOR HERE, AND

HE WAS HAPPY TO HELP US
OUT. WE'D NEVER GET

BY WITHOUT HIM.

FOR A POCTOR
MCCoY. PO YOU
KNOW HIM?

/ WELL, WHAT
{ DO YOU KNOW? 1
WAS JUST HEADING
TO SEE HIM RIGHT
NOW. ;(EDLLOW




/ oy — <
OLLANDER, DID
YOU BREAK YOUR ARM

AGAIN? 1 SWEAR, BOY,
T'VE NEVER REPAIRED
A SINGLE LIMB THIS
MANY TIMES IN ALL
MY LIFE.

YOU HAVE SOME
GUESTS!

3 HOW FAR
AWAY DO 1 HAVE
TO GO BEFORE
STARFLEET CAN'T

FIND ME ANY

MORE? YOU'D
BETTER NOT BE
HERE TO DiAFT A

OH, NO, SIR, IT'S
NOTHING LIKE THAT AT
ALL. I'M DR. BEVERLY
CRUSHER, FROM THE

ENTERPRISE.

WELL, ALL
RIGHT THEN.
WHAT BRINGS
'OU HERE?

WE'VE GOT A WHOLE
SPACE STATION FULL OF
VERY SICK PEOPLE. THEY'RE
PARALYZED, TURNING TO GTONE.

AND WE HAVE REASON
BEL]E\E THAT \NFORMAT\ON WE
NEED TO TREAT THEM HAS
BEEN REMOVED FROM THE
MEDICAL DATABASE.

PO THESE
SYMPTOMS
LOOK FAMILIAR
TO You?

HRM... AS A

MATTER OF

FACT, THEY
Po...



YT STARTED WHEN WE RECEIVED A
CALL FROM A TINY LITTLE
DING POST OF A COLONY WORLD,
NEAR THE THOLIAN BORDER.

*I BEAMED DOWN ALONG
WITH PR, M'BENGA AND
MY TOP NURSE, CHAPEL.”

ONE AND THE
SAME, I'M AFRAID,
FOR ALL THE GOOD
IT'S POING THESE
POOR DEVILS.

DOCTOR, I'M
CONFUSED. WHAT
ARE YOU DOING
WAY OUT HERE?

CALL IT SOMETHING OF
A WALKABOUT. SINCE I LEFT
ACTIVE DUTY AND GREW BORED
WITH MY TEACHIN@ APPOINTMENT AT

IN WHILE THEY WERE BETWEEN
POCTORS. JUST MY LUCK TO BE HERE
WHEN THIS HAPPENED, ALTHOUGH IT
HASN'T BEEN GOOD LUCK, FOR

I'M HAVING

PUTTING IT
THROUGH NOW,
CAPTAIN.

ENTERPRISE, THIS
15 A MEDPICAL EMERGENCY

FROM OUTPOST EPSILON

ZETA VIl REQUESTING
IMMEDIATE MEDICAL
ASSISTANCE!

RECEIVED,
OUTPOST. CAN YOU
BE A LITTLE MORE

SPECIFIC?

IT'S... DIFFICULT TO
DESCRIBE, ENTERPRI9E
WE'RE FORWARDPING OUR
MEDICAL REPORTS TO
YOUR cMO NOW.

LEONARD
MCCOY, CHIEF
MEDICAL OFFICER,

U.5.5. ENTERPRISE.

YOU THE POCTOR
AROUND HERE?

YES, WELL, NOT IN ANY
OFFICIAL CAPACITY, BUT 1
DO WHAT I CAN,

ESPECIALLY
IN A 5ITUAT|ON SUCH AS
THIS. I'M POCTOR
PHLOX.




NOT YET, BUT AT THE RATE IT'S

WORSENING, IT'S ONLY A
PARAL‘/9I9, OBVIOUSLY, N AT

BUT ACCOMPANIED BY A PHYSICAL NONE

MATTER OF TIM
MPTS AT TREATMENT HAVE

L EVEN BEEN ABLE TO REACH THE AFFECTED
ﬁﬁgéﬁgﬁggﬁiﬁ# %TEJ%EJIBI%UELI?OQT ARE}%& DUE TO THE TRANSFORMATION. OF THE

9TONEL\KE D’ENE'JTY AND TOUGHNESS. IT
BEGINS AT THE EXT TIES AND MOVES
INWAIZP, TOWARD THE TOIZSO AND HEAD. IT'S
SOME 5ORT OF CONTA@ION, MO‘ST LIKELY
AIRBORNE, BASED O EED AT
WHICH 1% SPREADIN@, THANKFULLY
SYSTEM SEEMS TO BE IMMUNE,
AT LEAST FOR NOW.

ONISTS HERE, 58 EITHER HAVE IT
READY ING THE

R ARE SHOW
FIRST SYMPTOMS

BRAIN FUNCTION‘:TV
ARE NORMAL. IT POESN'T
SEEM TO BE AFFECTING

THE BRAIN TISSUE.

YES. IS THAT A
BLESSING OR A
CURSE? THEY MUST
BE TERRIFIED.

BONES,
WHAT'S THE
STATUS?

I'VE GOT A LOT
OF 5ICK PEOFLE

DOWN HERE, JIM
PARALYZED, PRACTICALLY
TURNED TO STONE. I'VE

SHIP UNTIL I'M SURE THE
DECONTAMINATION
FILTERS WILL BE
EFFECTIVE.

WELL, POCTOR,
1D SUGGEST YOU
MAKE A PECISION

SOON...

"...BECAUSE IT SEEMS WE'VE
GOTTEN THE ATTENTION OF
THE NEIGHBORS.”




THOLIAN
SHIPS!

THE PRESENCE OF A
FEPERATION STARSHIP Tl
CLOSE TO THEIR TEIZR\TORY =]

BOUND TO MAKE THEM A LITTLE
JUMPY, THEY'RE NOT MUCH
FOR COMPANY.

THE EARLY STAGES
AND ABLE o 4=
SPEAK?

ZWEIG, THIS
IS POCTOR
MCCOY OF THE

\ BUSIEST PILOTS A
\ AND TRADERS. £

YOU KNOW TRADE
WITH THE THOLIAN
ASSEMBLY 1S STRICTLY
FORBIDPDEN.

POCTOR. HAVE
YOU EVER HAD THE
PLEA’:’!UZE OF MEETIN@

THOLIAN?

THEIR BODIES ARE
CRYGTALLINE, SURROUNDED
Y A THICK, UNBREAKABLE
‘5HELL-*EXTIZE ELY SIMILAR IN
SUBSTANCE TO WHAT WE'RE
SEEING HERE. THAT'S NOT
STONE, IT'S A CARAPACE!
THEY'RE CRYSTALLIZING!

IF ZWEIG
BROU@HT BAC';::

SOME SORT O
THOLIAN BACTERIA OR
VIRUS WITHOUT REALIZING

Al
PHYSIOLOGY, CALCIFYING
THE TISSUE IN A MANNER
THAT APPROXIMATES
THE THOLIAN
CARAPACE.

HAVE You
oy
WHAT IF WE WERE L
TO REHYDRATE THE =1 HERE?
TISSUE ON A CELLULAR -
LEVEL, CARRYING WITH IT
AN ANTI=VIRAL THAT WOULP )
HALT THE TRANGFORMATION - || - RIGHT
AT THE SAME TIME IT W THIS WAY,
REVERSEG THE pOCTOR!
EFFECTS? =1




"PHLOX WAS A HELL OF A DOCTOR, I'LL GIVE HIM THAT. K
EVEN IN THE MAKESHIFT LAB HE'D COBBLED TOGETHER
ON THAT COLONY, HE WAS ABLE TO SYNTHESIZE THE - S0 1T
ANTI-VIRAL AND RIG UP THE HYPOSPRAYS TO DELIVER WOULD SEEM.

i WELL DONE,
IT HROU@H THE CRYSTALLIZED TISSUE. n bOCTOR.

MCCOY TO Y ILLEGAL TRADE,
ENTERPRISE! YOU SAY? I THINK WE
CAN ARRANGE FOR
YOU TO EXTEND YOUR
STAY, POCTOR.

BO0P NEWS,
BONES?

IT'S LOOKING LIKE
WE MIGHT HAVE THINGS
UNDER CONTROL. TURNS
OUT \T WAS A THOLIAN VIRUS
GHT HERE BY ILLEGAL
TRADE, BUT WE SEEM TO HAVE
JUST SYNTHESIZED A CURE.
I'LL NEED A FEW DAYS TO
ADMINISTER IT TO ALL THE
COLONISTS AND DO T
PROPER FOLLOW-UP

SINCE ITS WELL

THOLIAN EAPTAN. OUR ” ENIAC
MEDICAL TEAM HAS L Y00 WONT NG, THEN | WE
PETERMINED THAT OUR REMAIN FOR JUST A WHILE ;
FROM A VIRIS CONTZACTED LONGER TO COMPLETE - THOUSHTFUL
WAk g il e
NO MEANS, = .. NATURALLY.
THOLIAN ASSEMBLY. WE HAVE CAPTAIN. W AND WE WILL TAKE
NO POUBT THAT THIS WAS PAING TO REMING
PURELY HAPPENSTANCE OUR BRETHREN NOT
AND BY NO MEANS A i 4 TO ENGAGE IN
HOSTILE ACT. : By UNAUTHORIZED TRADE.
: ESPECIALLY
CONSIPERING YOUR...
APPARENT

FRAGILITY.




HAT IT 15,
WHAT T’5 DERIVED
T GIVES US
A PLACE TO START,
IF PéfTHIN

\
SOMETIMES BEIN'
A SENTIMENTAL OL’
FOOL PAYS OFF,

CARRIED THIS THING AROUND
FOR FIVE YEARS, NEVER HAD THE
HEART TO GET RID OF IT. BROKE 1

ON'T KNOW HO RE@ULATION‘S

SNEAKING IT OFF THE SHIP WHEN WE

RETURNED TO EARTH. NEV

EMPTIED OUT THE MEMORY
BANKS, EITHER.

YOU'VE
DPONE MORE
THAN ENOUGH,
ADMIRAL. THANK
YOU S0 MUCH.




WE'RE ON OUR WAY BACK
NOW, DOCTOR. WITH THE DATA WE
WERE ABLE TO GET FROM ADMIRAL

CREATE AN ANTIVIRUS THAT WILL PREVENT
THE CONTAGION FROM SPREADING, THE

ALL GO0D NEWS
INPEED, POCTOR
BASHIR. WHEN PO YOU
ESTIMATE Y?QUR

I'M PUSHING
THE ENGINES TO THE
LIMIT—WE SHOULP BE
BACK AT DIAMANDIS |
WITHIN AN HOUR
OR 50.

SYSTEMS WHERE THOSE LIFEPODS
ARE HE, ApﬁpAszTA READY

HOWEVER, THE QUESTION
REMAINS: HOW DID THE DATA WE
NEEDPED WIND UP CONVENIENTLY

MISSING FROM THE MEMORY
BANKS? THAT W LL

HAVE TO BE A
QUE5T/ON FOR
ANOTHER Dﬂg

L QG TOJ?
OUR5EL VE5 W/ TH
IT NOW. sEE YOU
SOO0N. BASHIR
ouT,

COMMANDER
TRAVERS. HOW ARE
YOU POING?

IT’S AN UNSETTLING
FE.EIL/NE. DOCTO TO

YES, WELL..
THE OTHER?! ARE
ON THEIR WAY BACK,
GO0D NEWS,
’M TOLD. TRY TO
RELAX AND STAY
POSITIVE.

HOW LONG

" HAVE YOU HANDLED

OPERATIONS HERE,
COMMANDER?

SINCE THE

STATION WA
BROUGHT ONLINE,
18 MONTHS AGO.

HOW MANY

PERMANENT

STAFF ARE
ABOARD?

THIRTY-FIVE.

PLUS
THE 70 INVITED
GUESTS MAKES 105
OCCUPANTS, ALL
UNFORTUNATELY ILL
AND ACCOUNTED Lo
FOR.




PERHAPS
NOTHING...
COMPUTER. GIVE
ME A VISUAL LAYOUT
OF THE DETECTED
LIFEFORMS ABOARD THE
STATION, AND A COUNT HMM,
OF THEIR IEEéVIDUAL WHAT HAVE
WE HERE?

T'LL BE RIGHT
BACK, COMMANDER, I
JUST NEED TO CHEEK

ON SOMETHING.

I'LL BE OKAY,
DOC. IT'S NOT
LIKE I'M GOING
ANYWHERE.

THERE'S
NO POINT IN
CONTINUING TO

HIPE. 1 KNOW
YOU’RE HERE.




THERE'S NO
POINT IN SHOOTING,
YOU KNOW. PHASERS

DON'T HAVE MUCH
OF AN EFFECT
ON ME.

oLp IT WAS YOU, =
You. I ASSUME? YOU'RE (RN
THE ONE WHO PURGED 7
THE DATA ABOUT THE G |)h \\m
THOLIAN VIRUS FROM
THE COMPUTER

THEY COULDN'T
RIGK NY N
FIGURING OUT A CUR
WHY PO ‘)’OU THINK THIS
STATION WAS TARGETED?
WIPE OUT ALL THE BEST
MEDIC, INDS IN
GTARFLEET A"I' ONCE, AND
THERE'S NO ONE T
DIEvCOVER IT. THEY JUﬁT
PIPN'T COUNT ON YOU
BEING HERE—YOU'RE
NOT EVEN REAL!

I CAN STILL MAKE

JUST BEFORE THE BLAST, AND
I STILL GET MY PAYDAY.




YOU KNOW 1 YOU CAN'T STOP ME!
CAN'T ALLOW 1 READ UP ON YOU,
*DOCTOR"! YOU CAN'T KILL

ME, IT'D BE AGAINGT YOUR
PROGRAMMING! “FIRST,
DO NO HARM,”
REMEMBER?

YOU'RE
RIGHT. 1
CAN'T.




HERE GOES
NOTHING...

> LOOK AT THAT.
THE RECOVERY TIME
1S5 REMARKABLE!

I THINK WE HAVE IT.
JULIAN, SEND OUT THE {
FULL REPORT AND DETAILS
ON THE TREATMENT TO ALL
THE SYSTEMS WHERE THOSE
LIFEPODS ARE GOING. KATE,
WOULP YOU AND THE DOCTOR

SYNTHESIZING THE NEXT
BATCH OF THE S
VACCINE.

WHAT THE HELL WAS
GOING ON HERE.

ACTUALLY, IT'S ALL
BEEN MADE QUITE CLEAR.
WHEN I PLACED THE INTRUVER
IN PETENTION, I CONFISCATED
HIS COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE
AND SCANNED BACK ALL HIS
TRANSMISSIONS.

HE WAS A MERCENARY AGENT OF
Agg SPLINTER %OES éNlTHIN 21]22 THOLg«N p HTH
ENCE BOTH THE
EXPAN‘BIONIGT AGENDA. 1 THEORIZE THAT THEY INTENDED ELIMINATION OF
INTENDED TO RELEASE THE vuzus, WHICH REWRITES S0 MU H OF eTARFLE
THE GENETIC CODE OF ALL FORMS OF LIFE ON A MEDICAL AND THE RRU
PLANET TO A THOLIAN BA9|9, IN THE HOPES OF OF THE H|9Toz|cm, oATA THEY
CREATING MORE WORLDS HOSPITABLE TO THE EVEN MANAGED TO FILTER THEIR
THOLIANS. AND THIS STATION WAS A TARGET VIRUS OUT OF THE STATION'S
PRECISELY IN THE HOPES OF CRIPPLING DECONTAMINATION
STARFLEET'S ABILITY TO STOF IT. PROTOCOLS.

ON THE ONE... TWO.
COUNT OF THREE, o
DOCTOR? OF THREE.
COURSE...
POCTOR.

HM. WELL,
THEN... IT
WAS A GO0D

ISN'T IT?
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THE U.S5.5. ENTERPRISE CONTINUES ITS FIVE YEAR MISSION OF DISCOVERY
INTO UNGHARTED SPACE. IN "THE THOLIAN WEBS" THE SHIP BECOMES TRAPPED IN
INTERPHASE, A DANGEROUS CONDITION OF SPACE WITHIN WHICH THE SHIP’'S
STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY—AND THE CREW’S SANITY—ARE AT RISK. IN ”DEITY,” THE CREW
ARRIVES AT THE PREVIOUSLY UNEXPLORED PLANET BANKS-2 16, SENDING AN AWAY
TEAM THAT BECOMES EXPOSED WHEN A MASSIVE ALIEN SHIP ARRIVES IN ORBIT.

WRITTEN BY MIKE JOHNSON WITH ART BY RACHEL STOTT AND TONY SHASTEEN.
ALSO CONTAINS THE “FLESH AND STONE” ONE-SHOT SPECIAL, WHERE ALL

OF S5TAR TREK’S MEDICAL OFFICERS TEAM UP FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, BY
WRITERS SCOTT AND DAVID TIPTON WITH ART BY THE SHARP BROTHERS.

“If you're a Star Trek fan but don't bother
with the IDW comics, you're missing out."
—graphicpolicy.com

“Johnson continues to steer'the good ship
Star.Trek Comics with a steady:hand."
—BigComicPage.com
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