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PARALLEL LIVES




CAPTAIN'S LOG,
STARDATE 2261, 274 |

THE ENTERPRISE 15 COMPLETING ITS
GENERAL SURVEY OF THE PREVIOUSLY |/
UNEXPLORED WORLD KASSEN FIVE.

IT'S A CLASS-M
PRE-INDUSTRIAL
PLANET WITH TWO
DOMINANT SPECIES. |

CAFTAIN, IT |15
PAST TIME WE
RETURNED TO

NOT YET,
SPOCK. I WANT
TO SEE IF IT
WORKED

AN UNNECESSARY
RISK BY SABOTAGING /)
THE LOCKS ON THE £

PRISON CONVOY.

PESPITE NOT

BEING DETECTED, |

YOU VIOLATED THE
SPIRIT OF THE
PRIME DIRECTIVE.

THE SHIF.

BUT NOT THE LETTER |
OF IT, RIGHTZ IT'S [ g
ONLY A SINGLE
PRISONER
CONVOY.

IT'S NOT
LIKE I'M
OVERTHROWING
THEIR CIVILIZATION.
I'M JUST NOT A
BlIG FAN OF ONE
RACE ENSLAVING

ANOTHER.
oTH FREEING THIS GROUP
_ /' 15 A SMALL GESTURE OF
VB NTERPLANETARY GOODWILL.




/ /)

Q. ﬁ

S

CHIEF ENGINEER
SCOTT DID INPEED
ADVISE AGAINST THEIR USE.
THEIR MALFUNCTION MAKES
OUR IMMEDIATE RETURN TO THE
SHIP AN EVEN GREATER PRIORITY.

SCOTTY! CAN YOU HEAR
ME? YOU NEED TO FIX
THE BATTERY LIFE ON

THESE IMAGE
INDUCERG’

OH WELL,
EXCUSE ME,
CAPTAIN! BUT AM I
NOT THE ONE WHO
4 WARNED YOU THE 4
PROTOTYPES WERE
NOT MISSION _¢




IRK TO
ENTERPRISE!
THREE TO
BEAM UP!

TERPR/SE,
THIS 15 COMMANDER
SPOCK. BELAY THAT

ORDER,

*BELAY"Z! CAN

YOU EVEN PO THAT?
I THOUGHT YOU s -
WANTED TO GET
OUT OF HERE! I DO. BUT ONLY IF
OUR DEPARTURE GOES
UNNOTICED BY THE
INPIGENOUS POPULATION.
UNFORTUNATELY...

... THEY ARE
COMING THIS
way.




TAKE COVER
BEHIND THE > KIRK TO S
ENTERPRISES

/ CAPTAIN! THAT
LITTLE ONE AHEAD \
OF THE OTHERS! IF
SHE DOESN'T STOP

SHE'S GOING TO /
SEE—



CAPTAN, 1
{ BELIEVE THAT
ONE OF THE NATIVE
7 CHLDREN MAY HAVE

WITNESSED OUR M

DEPARTURE.

| MY INDUCERS WERE NOT DESIGNED
TO “PLAY TRICKS"! THEY WERE
DESIGNED TO REVOLUTIONIZE

CHIEF ENGINEER MARJORIE
"SCOTTY” SCOTT.

ALL?‘? 1

PIDN'T SEE
ANYTHING. MUST
HAVE BEEN THE
IMAGE INDUCER
PLAYING TRICKS

ON YOU.

CAPTAIN JANE
TIBERIA K'RK YEOMAN JASON RAND.

-

,\":'
».

RELAX, SCOTTY.
THEY WORKED
LIKE A CHARM.

AYE, WELL...
THANK YOU, -
Maam!




YOU'RE
GOING TO
REPORT ME,
AREN'T YOU?

AS YOU SAID,
CAPTAIN, T MIGHT
HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN
ABOUT THE ALIEN
CHLD NOTICING | & R
OUR PRESENCE. ’ W\

TO “FEEL BAD”
WOULD REQUIRE
AN EMOTIONAL

RESPONSE 1 AM
INCAPABLE OF
GIVING, MA'AM,

l\‘

| | l
! I L | [ ]
LLOGICAL FOR
OR MAYBE
ME TO REPORT A youU STILL FEEL
VIOLATION OF THE BAD ABOUT THAT
P|§”¥‘Ec Eh{ﬁgngé\éE ) WHOLE N/BIRY
CERTAIN THAT ONE - bl
TOOK PLACE. - ’ ’ _
L)
d 50 You
I\ keEP sAYING. .
L2 U1 |
‘ |
Ag -" % J “"-_I—::..:)“ /
5 I i
m : =
Efv‘ P' : a
i M5, CHEKOV!
TIME TO MAKE
OURSELVES
SCARCE. SET A
= COURSE FOR
SOMEWHERE... ==
UNKNOWN/
AYE
A KEPTIN!
A
‘. , 5ULU, WARP THREE,
IF YOU PLEASE. ,
. /
i [’ b
}'7 \ T -
; ! }/
= =

YES,
MA'AM!




ZIZTTRISE?

CAPTAIN! T'M .
RECEIVING A \ EN%%E‘EIZIE:E! ‘

FROM STARFLEET /|
COMMAND!

WE'RE A LONG
WAY FROM THE
|| NEAREST RELAY,
| ADMIRAL THOMAS,
BUT WE CUAN SEE

—

GO0D! CAPTAIN
KIRK, YOU'RE TO
REVERSE COURSE AND
TRAVEL TO THE CAMPOR
SYSTEM AT ONCE.

"~ REMOTE SENSORS
HAVE DETECTED AN
ANOMALY SIMILAR TO THAT
ENCOUNTERED BY THE Us5
b KELVIN DECADES AGO.

BUT SIR, WE'RE
ALREADY UNDERWAY
ON OUR FIVE-YEAR

MIS5ION INTO , [ :
UNCHARTED SPACE, ' b rearoervou, \l P EYOR N
AND— I, KIRK, BUT YOURE V7 LAt ol -
B\ THE CLOSEST SHIP BECAUSE OF WHAT By
: / Looge] By THE NAME YKELVIN
: i “\ MEANS TO YOU, THEN
' T CAN ONLY ASK

AND IT'M
SORRY TO
INTERRUPT YOU,
ADMIRAL.

BUT WE'LL
CONTINUE THIS
CONVERSATION IN
MY READPY
ROOM.




! WITH ALL DUE MY HESITATION HAS NOTHING TO
| RESPECT, ADMIRAL, DO WITH WHAT HAPPENED TO THE
I WON'T HAVE MY )\ KELVIN... OR MY MOTHER. IT'S |
MOTIVATIONS ABOUT WANTING TO GET BACK & : i
QUESTIONED IN TO WHAT THE ENTERFPRISE L 1 APPRECIATE
, FRONT OF MY 1S MEANT TO DO. ; THAT, CAPTAIN, BUT
CREW. | . | IT’S UNDERSTANDABLE
THAT YOU WOULD HAVE
AN... EMOTIONAL
REACTION.

EVERYONE AT STARFLEET
COMMAND 1S CONFIDENT IN
YOUR ABILITIES, KIRK, DESPITE
YOUR HEAPSTRONG
REPUTATION. BUT WE ARE NOT
OBLIVIOUS TO THE FACT THAT
YOU ARE THE YOUNGEST
CAPTAIN IN THE
FLEET..

YOU CAN LOSE  N§i
THE COPE WORPDS,
ADMIRAL. “EMOTIONAL.”
"HEADSTRONG.” JUST
COME%N OUT AND

Y T

THEY'LL FIND ME
EN ROUTE TO THE

A YOUNG Nl A
FEMALE CAPTAIN = WELL, PLEASE SY5TEM
MAKES THE BIGWIGS . S 2 | GIVE THEM A ’
BACK IN SAN ’ : MESSAGE FOR ME. IF
FRANCISCO : i THEY'RE CONCERNED
NERVOUS. g ‘ ABOUT MY ABILITY TO
i o FOLLOW ORDERS, THEY
SHOULD HAVE ASSIGNED
ME TO A DESK JOB,
WHERE THEY COULD
KEEP TABS UP
CLOSE.

: OTHERWISE, y
THEY'RE WELCOME
TO COME OUT HERE

AND DRAG ME
BACK.

FORGIVE ME,
CAPTAN. OLD
ASSUMPTIONS DIE
HARD.




’ |~ puMe N
wouLt vou | R QUESTION. I ¥

KNOW EXACTLY
aidliini WHAT YOU'D
DO. .

CAPTAIN FOR
M JUST EIGHT
MINUTES...

BUT THE
CAPTAIN I
HOPE I CAN
BE ONE DAY,







...WHY PO 1
HAVE TO ROLL
UP MY SLEEVE

FOR THIS?

YOUR BEDSIDE
MANNER IS AS
IMPECCABLE S
ALWAYS, BONES.

YOU PON'T. 1 JUST LIKE
INCONVENIENCING YOU.
HOLD STILL.

[T .

. DR. LEA "BONES” MCLOY

'r 5TOP
WHINING. IT'S

UNBECOMING
OF COMMAND.

YOU SHOULD BE THANKING
ME, ANYWAY. WE STILL DON'T
KNOW WHAT EFFECT

)\ KHANS BLOOD WILL
[\, HAVE ON YOU.

KEEPING
TABS ON YOUR
HEALTH IS IN YOUR
BEST INTEREST,

I TRY NOT TO
THINK ABOUT IT.
THE LESS 1 HAVE
IN COMMON WITH
THAT MANIAC...

BONES, IF
KHAN'S BLOOD
DOES HAVE
ANY LASTING
EFFECTS...

y..colp1 v
PASS THOSE |

| ON 1O MY
CHILDREN?




, , T 50 MUCH ABOUT
SETTING ASIDE MY f PONTENOW G ruecideni RaMo
DISBELIEF THAT JANE JANE. Dpisdle R dlpu
KIRK, HEARTBREAKER,
MEDICAL BACK ON EARTH
WCALD FVEE SETILE GOING OVER THE DATA WE
DOWN AND START
POPPING OUT LITTLE Shp Rl FROM STiDYNG
CADETS— HER BACK IN DEEP

FREEZE.
BONES. T'M

i y FOR ALL WE
SERIOUS. \ KNOW, YOUR
J KIPS COULD
END UP EVEN

HEALTHIER THAN
THEY WOULD
OTHERWISE.

NO SENSE

WORRYING
ABOUT THAT
NOW, TH—

NURSE CHAPEL!
COME OVER HERE,
WHAT? I

PLEASE!
PIPNT TOUCH =
ANYTHING!

L ves
/ OCTOR?

SINCE WHEN DO
WE HAVE WHITE
SHEETS? WHAT
HAPPENED TO THE
STARFLEET-ISSUED
BLUE ONES?

[
NURSE CHRIS CHAPEL

KEPTIN! WE
HAVE ARRIVED AT
ZE CAMPOR
SEESTEM! YOU
SHOULD SEE

GO0P LUCK
WITH YOUR
MYSTERY BEDS,
BONES!




“WHAT ARE WE
I| LOOKING AT?"

o
Sl

INITIAL SCANS
ARE INCONCLUSIVE.
BUT IF I MAY
HYPOTHESIZE... WE ARE
LOOKING AT A
QUANTUM
AND THE SCANS STORM.
MATCH THOSE
FROM THE KELVIN
BEFORE IT WAS
DESTROYED?




WHICH COULD
ENABLE SOMETHING
TO PASS FROM ONE

REALITY TO
ANOTHER.

LIKE THE N
NARAPA. OR
SPOCK'S
OLDER SELF

> INDEED. I HAVE ALREADY ’
TO SOME DETECTED SIGNS OF
EXTENT, YES. WE ENTANGLEMENT IN THE
SPECULATE THAT THIS | SHIP'S SYSTEMS AS WE
STORM |5 THE RESULT HAVE APPROACHED
OF TEMPORAL \ THE STORM.
\ ENTANGLEMENT. :

- R OGRAME.
THINK OF ALL
POSSIBLE REALITIES e SUDDENLY ROUTING
{ EXISTING IN PARALLEL. THROUGH DIFFERENT
Kilyt =g I
T
THOSE REALITIES BEFORE.
TOGETHER.

DR. CARL MARCUS

AYE, I'VE NOTICED THIS TOO! AT
FIRST I THOUGHT IT WAS JUST
KEENSERA MESSIN' ABOUT, BUT
I'VE BEEN GETTING SOME VERY
STRANGE WARF CORE /
READINGS IN THE PAST
HOUR!

A LT. KEENSERA

LOR...

JUST AN
ANSWER TO
A QUESTI—




PULLEENG
Us INSIPE | |
EET! J

EET'S ZEE
ANOMALY,
(W “<ePTIn




Ol

A A :

<\t yse, cAPTAIN! T4
B I'M ALREACY RS
AT MAX! /Y

-1

THE STRESS
ON THE SHIP
COULD RIP IT APART!
BEST TO COOL THE
ENGINES AND RIDE
IT OUT!

I
WOULDPN'T
ADVISE T,
CAPTAIN!

BUT YOU'RE
RIGHT. LET'S
TRY TO FIND THE
CALM IN THE
STORM.

MS. SULU, N
CcUT IMPULSE BY

STRAIGHT FOR |
THE CENTER! ¢

I CONCUR
WITH MS. SCOTT'S
ASSESSMENT. IF WE
ARE BEING PULLED
INSIDE THE ANOMALY,
WE MAY FIND THAT THE
CENTER |15 LESS
VOLATILE THAN ITS
EDGE.

I DON'T LIKE
THE IPEA OF
| JUST FLOATING
ON THE TIPE,
COMMANDER...




o 8 N

“AYE MA'AM! IMPULSE
AT FIFTY PERCENT!”

KEPTIN! VE ARE
APPROCHEENG ZE

ARRIVEENG
IN FIVE...! )










KEPTIN! WE
ARE FREE OF
ZE ANOMALEE!

Ms., SULU,
BRING U5 TO
A STOP!

DAMAGE
REPORT!

¥ MINOR HULL
DAMAGE IN
B MULTIPLE SECTIONS,
B CAPTAN, BUT NO
> SERIOUS THREAT TO
"B\ SHIP SYSTEMS.




EEER\W —
i STARFLEET
P@iﬂg%p ; MUST HAVE SENT
ANOTHER SHIP BACK-UP
APPROACHING! ‘ o
> 3 3

IT’S ONE
OF OURs!
CONSTITUTION
cLASS!

THIS IS
CAPTAIN JANE
KIRK OF THE Uss
ENTERPRISE!

PLEASE
IPENTIFY
YOURSELF!

HELLO?
THIS IS5 THE
ENTERPRISE!

PLEASE
RESPOND!

pIP You
JUST SAY..










THE ENTERFPRISE |5 UNDAMAGED AFTER ITS
JOURNEY THROUGH THE ANOMALY DUBBED A
‘QUANTUM STORM” BY COMMANDER SPOCK.

SENSORS INDICATE THAT WE HAVE BEEN
TRANSPORTED TO AN UNKNOWN REGION OF SPACE,
BUT THE FIRST SHIP WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED...

YOU SAY
b YOU'RE THE Us5

AND YOU...
YOU'RE JANE...
TIBERIUS... 7

TIBERIA

. KIRK, YES.




)

CAPTAIN'S LOG,
STARDATE 2261.234.

WE'VE EMERGED FROM THE ANOMALY

COMMANDER SPOCK CALLS A "TEMPORAL
KNOT" TO FIND OURSELVES OFF THE EDGE
OF EVERY STELLAR MAF WE KNOW OF.

THAT WOULD BE ENOUGH TO CAUSE
CONCERN, IF NOT FOR THE FACT THAT
WE ARE NOW FACE TO FACE WITH...

AND
YOU'RE
JAMES.

é‘é




oo
=

\ T
|| YOU'R
THIS

-

Y DAMNDEST
DREAM 1 EVER
HAD...

S0 TELL ME
WHAT WE'RE
LOOKING AT.

‘ THE SIMPLEST

EXPLANATION WOULD BE A
SHARED HALLUCINATION,
CAPTAIN. WE ARE IMAGINING AN

ENTERPRISE CREWED BY
POPPELGANGERS OF THE
OPPOSITE GENDER.

‘| ENCOUNTER WITH AN ALTERNATE '\

AND THE
COMPLICATEDP
EXPLANATIONT

DUE TO THE UNKNOWN
PROPERTIES OF THE
QUANTUM STORM, WE HAVE
EMERGED IN AN ALTERNATE

REALITY IN WHICH THOSE
DOPPELGANGERS ARE AS
REAL AS WE ARE.

WELL, BOTH OF
YOUR BRAINS ARE IN Y

WHICH MEANS I HAV

TERRIBLE NEWS. 1 Guprion oher

.15 A MALE
VERSION OF ME/

WHAT EXACTLY
1 THE STARFLEET
PROTOCOL
HERE?

PO WE
INVITE THEM
OVER FOR A
DRINK?




...AND WHY I
NEED TO GO
AT ALL?

HAVE YOU NEVER
VISITED PLANET EARTH,
MR. SPOCK? MEN AND
WOMEN MAY AS WELL BE
TWO DPISTINCT ALIEN
SPECIES!

BECAUSE IT

SEEMED LIKE THE
GENTLEMANLY THING
TO PO, AND BECAUSE |

I WANT MY SENIOR

STAFF WITH ME.

/ A FAULTY
ANALOGY, MR, SCOTT,
GIVEN THAT THE VERY

PEFINITION OF A SPECIES

IS THE ABILITY OF TWO

MEMBERS OF THE
OPPOSITE SEX TO
PROPUCE VIABLE—

JUST TELL THE TRUTH, CAFTAIN!
YOU WANT TO MEET YOUR
LADY-SELF JUST
AS MUCH AS I PO!

I WONDER IF
SHE'S GOT MY
PEVASTATING
CHARM?

I FAIL TO SEE
HOW THERE WOULD BE
A SIGNIFICANT VARIATION
IN YOUR PERSONALITIES
GIVEN THAT THE ONLY
APPARENT DIFFERENCE
IS A PHYSICAL ONE.

JUST FLY
THE SHUTTLE,
SPOCK.

I CAN'T WAIT
TO A V.EETL ZOW




\ HAVE TO STAY

I WANT TO WISIT
THE OTHER
SHIP!

PO You
THINK THERE
ARE FEMALE
WERSIONS OF

CAPTAIN'S
PREROGATIVE. THINK OF
IT AS US BEING THE ONLY
TWO PEOPLE HE CcOULD
ENTRUST WITH THE SAFETY
\ OF THE FLAGSHIF WHILE
HE'S GONE. /

AS FO
] WHETHER FEMALE...
WERSIONS...
OF U%ARE OVER

THE BRIDGE 1S
ALWAYS A GOOD
THING.

COMING FROM

THIS |15 CHEKOV!

THIS 1S ALSO
CHEKOV!

VoT ETO
oAy

WHAT DID
SHE SAY?

SHE SAID...
IN ROUGH
TRANSLATION...




..MIND-BENDINGLY ¥ TORALL
» T OF Us. BUT
THIS 15... STRANGE... WE'VE GOT A
Jos 10 pO.

WE'RE BOTH IN ; WHETHER WE CROSSED OVER FROM
UNKNOWN SPACE | OUR OWN REALITY TO THE OTHERS,
WITH NO CLEAR OR WHETHER WE'VE BOTH
PATH BACK. ARRIVED IN AN ENTIRELY NEW
REALITY, OUR IMMEDIATE
PRIORITY 15 TO— o

—_—

COMPARE NOTES. EXPLORE
THE PIFFERENCES BETWEEN
OUR TWO SHIPS. TWO
il DIFFERENT FEDERATIONS.

TWO DIFFERENT
EARTHS!

BEFORE

DECIDING ON A
COURSE OF ACTION,
MAYBE WE SHOULD TAKE
A MINUTE AND CONSIDER
THE UNIQUE SITUATION
WE’RE IN.



CAN 1 HELP YOU
WITH SOMETHING,
LIEUTENANT?

1 DO NOT
UNDERSTAND,
Mis5...7

MY APOLOGIES FOR

ANY DISCOMFO

SIMPLY STUDYIN
FACIAL FEATUR

DESPITE T
OBVIOUS DIFFE CES
DUE TO THE CHANGE IN
GENDER FROM MALE TO

FEMALE, YOUR ':VE‘:, NO .E,

‘DENTIL,AL,
OF Ol 'R OWN y

LT. SPOCK, PO YOU
AND UHURA'S MALE
COUNTERPART SHARE
AN EXCLUSIVE EMOTIONAL
RELATIO C A s
EACH OTHER, IM_, UDING BUT LIMITED TO
YOUR PEE‘BU. A Y TABLISHMENT OF
ALF-V TERPERSONAL
RELATIONSHIPS.




IMAGINE WHAT WE
COULD LEARN IF WE
ALL COMPARE
NOTES.

WHAT'S
DIFFERENT?
WHAT'S THE SAME?
WE CAN START BY
INTERFACING THE -
| CENTRAL COMPUTERS ==
ON EACHSHP TO £
COMPARE SHIP
SYSTEMS—

CAPTAIN.
WITH ALL DUE '
RESPECT.  WE DON'T KNOW
HOW MUCH LONGER
THIS ANOMALY 15 GOING
TO BE ACTIVE. AND AS
FAR AS WE CAN GUESS,
THAT ANOMALY 15 OUR
ONLY TICKET HOME. WE
NEED TO ACT NOW.

THAT MAY PROVIDE
OF OUR UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY SCOTT... TO IDENTIFY ANY UNUSUAL CLUES ON HOW
AND COMBINE OUR EFFORTS Ml EFFECTS ON ENGINEERING THAT MIGHT TO FLY BACK
TO FIND A SOLUTION. HAVE RESULTED FROM TRAVELING & THROUGH IT.
; THROUGH THE ANOMALY. .

BOTH SPOCKS,
PLEASE STUDY YOU HAVE
EVERYTHING EACH YOUR ORDERS,

SHIF HAS BEEN ABLE UM,
TO GATHER ON THE CAPTAN...?
ANOMALY ITSELF:

MR. SCOTT.

W IMEAN. ¥
MY CAPTAIN... |
SHOULD I,
UH...2?




I'M NOT SURE HOW DO YOU NEED MY

IPENTICAL YOU AND I || | | PERMISSION?
ARE. I WOULDN'T BE . \ /
50 QUICK TO TELL

i

e

PERMISSION

TO SPEAK - 1 JUST DON'T
FREELY. NO. BUT IF I HURT LIKE TO WASTE
YOUR FEELINGS BACK TIME. DID YOU

[ THERE I PON'T WANT TO GRADUATE FROM THE
DO ANY MORE DAMAGE.  ACADEMY EARLY?

I DIDN'T *GRADUATE"
SO MUCH AS —

PROMOTED
TO CAPTAIN IN
RECORD
TIME?

AND YOUR

BUT YES.
THE KELVIN.

IT'S JUST..
EVER SINCE 1
ENLISTED, I'VE ONLY
KNOWN ONE SPEED.
AND MORE OFTEN THAN
NOT IT"S LANDED ME ON
THE WRONG SIDE OF
STARFLEET
REGULATIONS.

I'D RATHER
MAKE CHOICES
THAN DEBATE

THEM.

I WAS
WRONG,
CAPTAIN.

WE'RE MORE
IDENTICAL THAN 1
THOUGHT.




YOU PUT THINGS BACK
TOGETHER IF YOU DON'T
TAKE ‘EM APART

=\ N A N Y Have vE NEveR BEEN IN
THIS PLACE AN ENGINEERING SECTION —— e
; s sUcH A Ad] & BEFORE? IT'S SUPPOSED |
MESS! AN, \‘\ A TO BE MESSY! HOW CAN
» 7\

HOW DID YOU GET
OVER HERE? PON'T
TOUCH THAT!
~ =7

T'LL HAVE NO

STEREOTYPING IN
MY SECTION,

THANK YOU VERY }

7
8) (THAT'S KEENSERA.
2| BEEN WORKING
A\ WITH ME FOR ' (
AGES. {
{

"KEENSER"? ‘1]'

LOOKS EXACTLY
LIKE THE ONE
I'VE GOT! 481



IT'S THE
ANOMALY,

MA'AM!




LIEUTENANT,
CAN YOU HAIL
MY SHIP? 1
NEED SULU!

NO TELLING
HOW LONG OUR
SHIELDPS WILL HOLD UP
INSIPE THIS THING.
WE'LL COORPINATE A

WAY OUT WHEN I GET

BACK TO MY

ENTERFPRISE.

GOO0PD POINT.
SHUTTLE IT I5.

WE'LL KEEP
COMMS
OPEN.

AND
CAPTAIN—

TOO RISKY TO
BEAM INSIDE THIS
THING. YOU COULD

END UP SCATTERING
YOUR ATOMS
ACROSS INFINITE
REALITIES.

SULU!
WHAT'S THE
STATUS OVER
THERE?

CAFPTAIN,
WE'RE BACK IN
THE STORM! I'D

RECOMMEND YOU
GET BACK HERE
SOON!




' THIS 15 CAPTAIN

JAMES KIRK! ALL
MEMBERS OF MY
\ CREW REPORT BACK
! TO THE SHUTTLE
FOR IMMEDIATE
9

THERE'S
SOMETHING
INSIDE IT— /.




THAT WOULD
BE LOGICAL
GIVEN WHAT WE |
HAVE EXPERIENCED
OURSELVES.

INDEED. IF THE
ANOMALY 15 A
PISRUPTION OF
SPACE-TIME THAT
ALLOWS FOR ONE
REALITY TO INTERACT
WITH ANOTHER...

...AND |IF
THERE ARE, BY
DEFINITION, INFINITE
REALITIES... ..IT |15 ENTIRELY
POSSIBLE WE
MIGHT ENCOUNTER A
REALITY IN WHICH THE
ENTERPRISE |15
CREWED BY
KLINGONS.

WE CAN DISCUSS
IT ON THE SHUTTLE.
LET'S 6o/

SHOULD WE
NOT MEET

AGAIN, MAY
YOU LIVE
LONG...

THEY
WERE SAYING...
THAT WE WERE .
INVADERS ON THEIR
ENTERPRISES!




Your How

3

S

ScUsE Me! N
Y COMIN . (&
THROUGH!
: ™ " i - : 3
A\ A o
A r
: ] bl

i

THE HELL D0 | (= | :

YOU GET ON

My sHIP?

‘

PLEASE...

JUST LET
ME WAKE UP
ALREADY...




HANG ON...
WHO ARE YoU
SUPPOSED TO

BE?

I'D BEST
BE GETTING
BACK TO OUR

AYE! WE'RE
CLOSE TO THE
ANSWER! T'LL
SEND OVER WHAT
I'VE GOT!

HEY, I'M
JUST TRYING
TO GET BACK
TO MY WARP

CORE...!




“MR. SULU, REPORT!"

SHIELDS ARE
HOLDING, CAPTAIN,
BUT WE'RE GETTING
REPORTS OF
STRANGE ACTIVITY
THROUGHOUT
THE SHIP!

KEPTIN, I THINK
I'VE FOUND A WAY |
\. OUT OF HERE!

I AM LT. PAVLOVNA
CHEKOV! YOUR CHEKOV
AND I HAVE IDENTIFIED THE
UNIQUE QUANTUM FREQUENCIES
OF OUR OWN REALITIES AND WE
THINK THERE 1S A WERY GOOD
CHANCE THAT WE CAN USE THE
DATA TO SET A COURSE HOME!

WE HAVE ALREADY COORPINATED WITH
EACH SHIP'S ENGINEERING SECTION
TO ADJUST THE COPENHAGEN
LOGARITHMS SO THAT THE
CORRESPONDING WAVE
FUNCTION COLLAPSE
Wi

WHATEVER
IT IS YOU
NEED TO DO,

BOTH OF
you!



SCOTTY,

HOW'S IT
LOOK POWN
THERE?

TO THE LAD—
AND LASS—FOR
FINDING THE LAST
PIECE OF THE /%
PUZZLE!

COURSE
- 15 LAID IN, \:
- | | cAPTAIN! JusT
SAY THE

CAPTAIN KIRK,
WHAT'S YOUR
STATUS?

READY FOR
DEPARTURE,
CAPTAIN KIRK.

WE'LL 60
ON YOUR
MARK.

MR. SULU,
ON THREE...
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CAPTAIN'G LO : AL
STARDATE

WE HAVE CONTACTED STARFLEET COMMAND
AND CONFIRMED THAT WE HAVE RETURNED TO
OUR OWN REALITY AFTER OUR ENCOUNTER
WITH THE QUANTUM STORM.

THE QUANTUM STORM DISSIPATED SOON AFTE
WITH ONLY RESIDUAL ES OF ITS UNIQUE
ENERGY SIGNATURE ECTABLE ON OUR SCANS.

BEHIND WARNING

S TO STEER ANY SHIPS
CLEAR OF THE REGION IN WHICH
THE STORM WAS DETECTED,
BUT GIVEN THE UNPREDICTABLE
NATURE OF THE ANOMALY... NE SUFFERED

LY MINOR DAMAGE
TO SHIP SYSTEMS,




LET'S KEEFP
OUR EYES
\, OPEN.

I PON'T WANT
TO FIND ANY
WAYWARD KLINGON
REFUGEES FROM
ANOTHER TIMELINE
HIPING IN THE
JEFFRIES
TUBES.

P

wices o\
WONDER, THOUGH.

IF THERE REALLY GO0P TO SEE YOU
ARE AN INFINITE OBVIOUSLY WEREN'T
NUMBER OF REPLACED BY A “GLASS
REALITIES OUT 15 HALF FULL"
THERE... DOPFLEGANGER,
BONES

NO, BONES.
YOU'RE RIGHT. IT
MAKES YOU

]
.. WHAT DOES | 7 DAMMIT, JANE, HONPEE,
m K‘NE{?%LQ SAY I'M A DOCTOR, NOT i 1 PREFER TO THINK
“REAL"? A METAPHYSICIST. OF IT IN TERMS OF
¢ DON'T LISTEN N [ ExPLORATION. AND IF ALL
TO ME. THOSE ALTERNATE WORLDS
ARE REALLY OUT THERE...

MEANS THE APVENTURES
ING FOR US ARE INFINITE."







|, ENTERPRISE

Artwork by Erfan Fajar
Colors by Sakti Yuwono of Stellar Labs



1 AM SCIENCE OFFICER 0718.

I AM STARFLEET'S FIRST
AND ONLY HUMANOIP
MAINFRAME INTERFACE.

FROM My STATION ON THE . 4
MONITOR EVERY REAL-TIME \ol

R REAL-T ' -
PROCESS EXECUTED BY T — |

I THE SHIP'S COMPUTERS, il \\
S ‘ iy
— - | : iy

Ty -

— 1 INFORM THE CAPTAIN OF THE
5LIGHTEST CHANGE IN THE
5HIP'S AITOMATED SYSTEMS
AND ALERT HIM TO ANY :
Y POTENTIAL COMPLICATIONS. A

IT 15 MY RESPONSIBILITY
TO ANALYZE TRILLIONS OF
DATA-PATHS PER SECOND. A

I HAVE BEEN
‘ CALLED THE BRAIN...




... OF THE ORGANISM
THAT 15 THE ENTERPRISE.

; : Sy =<
-y w_p-@"k By

\.
\/
...EACH WITH THEIR OWN DEMANDS ‘ / -
il ON THE SHIP'S FINITE RESOURCES. A fﬁ-?%'ﬁ =
— ,'. ‘

%K_J."
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FOR THE ORGANISM, AND ALL
THOSE WHO DEPEND ON HER,
TO SURVIVE, TO THRIVE...
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=1 1 HAVE COMMENCED A STUDY | 7

s COMPARING BIOLOGICAL AND W y}/
COMPUTATIONAL INFORMATION §2
PATHWAYS. 1

i IN STRUCTURE, BUT
y | SIMILAR IN COMPLEXITY.
VA Wi
q Al gk =5 1y |
i A “! e

i LIFE |5 A CONCEPT A5 (IR s
y . : VAST AND LIMITLESS ,
: 7, ,_\ vl B AS SPACE ITSELF.. ) .
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...AND AS SURPRISING, AS THE ENTERFRISE
PISCOVERED PRECISELY TWO YEARS,

TWENTY-SEVEN DAYS, FORTY-THREE MINUTES... \'




NO POUBT. BUT ¥}
WHAT 15 ITP




T 1S

A PERFECT
SPHEROID, CAPTAIN,
PLANET-SIZED AND
COMPOSED OF
AN UNKNOWN
MATERIAL.

OUR SCANS
= HAVE PROVIDED 2
“~ Us WITHONLY A F
RUDIMENTARY |

UNDERSTANDING OF
THE SPHEROID'S j ‘.
& | "mﬂ‘
TO DETERMINE
WHETHER GEOLOGICAL

COMPOSITION,
OR MECHANICAL E]
PROCESSES é! _

E ARE
CURRENTLY UNABLE

CREATED IT.

; SOMEONE...
OR SOMETHING...
MAY HATYE BUILT

HYPOTHETICALLY. &
THE OBJECT'S GEOMETRIC

7 PERFECTION SUGGESTS \
THAT IT WAS THE RESULT OF
INTENTIONAL DESIGN. 2

WITHOUT A MEANS
o OF ACGUIRING DATA
BEYOND ORBITAL SCANS,
WE WILL BE LIMITED IN J|
=~ OUR UNPERSTANDING

SPOCK, IF
YOU'RE TRYING TO
TELL ME YOU WANT
TO BEAM DOWN
FOR A CLOSER
LOOK...




N

’

.. YOU JUST HAVE TO ASK.” B8

o

T

; o A
e Ladadl b sonliy
e 5 ol & .
':,_;ld'q_ . :
* ‘. - - .
S e

NO
ATMOSFPHERE.
A PERFECTLY

SMOOTH 4
SURFACE. 4

AND NO
. INDICATION THAT
ANYBODY'S
HOME.

THAT'S WHAT A NO NEED

MAKES ME
NERVOUS, SIR. IT'S . Fz%ﬁzpﬁgfgg !

TOO QUIET. TOO

PERFECT. = THIS |15 INTERESTING,
f KEPTIN. I'M PICKING UP

A FAINT ENERGY FIELD
COMING FROM THE
SURFACE...




&£ 5 ¥ PERHAPS, BUT
2omEntinG 1 AM DETECTING
SOMETHNG | )

o) ] BOTH AN INPUT
GOING ON f B2l UT
UNPERNEATH ) OUTPUT OF

Us y RADIATION FROM

i A THE SURFACE. 4

A,

ALMOST LIKE IT'S
ABSORBING IT FROM
OUTSIDE, POS5IBLY

FROM THE STAR IN

BUT THeN T
XPELLING
T

g/ MmosT
L CURIOUS




MOSTLY
STATIC, BUT..

I'M HEARING A
REPEATING SIGNAL
INSIDE IT. RUNNING IT
THROUGH THE USUAL

CHECKS NOW...




"~ THAT'S
ENOUGH FOR

NOW. IF THIS THING 1)

~  THERE |5 NO \
INDICATION OF ANY
DANGER TO U5,

d CAPTAIN. I AM WILLING "8

15 STARTING TO TO REMAIN HERE TO
WAKE UP, IT MIGHT N CONTINUE OUR
NOT BE A GOOD
IPEA TO STICK

AROUND.

- X
I WOLUNTEER
TO STAY BEHIND 1
WITH COMMANDER 4
& SPOCK! 4

POINTS FOR EFFORT,
BOTH OF YOU, BUT UNTIL
WE KNOW MORE, I WANT US
TO REGROUP AT A SAFE
DISTANCE AND ANALYZE
. WHAT WE'VE GOT. =

<

Y’ — ZZTTAPTAIN,
B CAN YOU HEAR
. ME?

—FOUR TO
BEAM UPI

I HEAR YOU, ¥
UHURA. AND WHILE
I'VE GOT YOU—



1 DETECTED A
CURIOUS ANOMALY
WHEN I TRANSFERRED
OUR SURVEY DATA
FROM MY TRICORDER
TO THE SHIP'S
COMPUTER.

THE COMPUTER HAS
GUARANTINED THE DATA
PACKET. SUCH ACTION
WOLULP NOT BE UNUSUAL
IN A TRANSFER DIRECTLY
FROM AN UNKNOWN
SOURCE.

BUT OUR
TRICORDERS ARE
HARDLY UNKNOWN
SOURCES.
I HAVEN'T
UPLOADED MINE
YET. BETTER I WAIT THAT WOULD
UNTIL WE KNOW BE PRUDENT. IN
WHAT CAUSED THE THE MEANTIME 1
GUARANTINE ON WILL CONFER WITH
YOURS! CHIEF ENGINEER
(e SCOTT.

HE MAY HAVE
INSIGHT INTO THE
COMPUTER'S
REACTION TO THE
TRANSFER.

*LET US HOPE IT IS5 NOT
CAUSE FOR ALARM.”







WHAT
& TP I'M
COMPLAINING
ABOUT VERY
IMPORTANT
THINGS

APPARENTLY,
WE HAVE BOTH
ENCOUNTERED

UNUSUAL ACTIVITY
BY THE SHIP'S
COMPUTER, MR.
COTT.

&=
Ri ING!
<

HA
CANNAE BE
©00D!

THE EVIDENCE
SUGGESTS THAT THE
TRANSFER OF DATA

RECORDED BY MY
TRICORPER ON THE
SURFACE HAS INTRODUCED
A FOREIGN PROGRAM
INTO THE SHIP'S
MAINFRAME.

PERHAPS...

BUT HOW IS
THAT EVEN
POS5/BLE?




UNCLEAR. I'VE
BEEN RUNNING THE
SIGNAL THROUGH

YOU THINK
IT'S TRYING TO

COMMUNICATE A
WITH U5?

IT COULD BE AN
INDICATION OF AN
UNKNOWN INTELLIGENCE,
OR IT COULD SIMPLY BE A
NATURALLY OCCURRING
PHENOMENON.

A SENTIENT
PLANET!
IMAGINE THAT,

N

INET! =
KEPTINI !
" i
\ "
WE MIGHT
OT HAVE TO,
. CHEKOV.

CAPTAIN, MR,
SCOTT AND 1 HAVE
PETECTZZZT-ZZTITHIN

THE COMPUTER'S
) MZTZZT—
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7 ‘ NOTHING
4 on scans, sie!

SHIELDS RAISED
ON THEIR OWN!

TILES DETECTED

£, AFT. CHARGING PHOTON

k TORPEDOES. SHELDS
AT MAXIMUM.

COMPUTER,
. EXECUTE COMMAND

| OVERRIPE ALPHA-ONE
p NN =\ AUTHORIZATION KIRK,
79)) — CAPTA/N JA=—

§ | r
vy "
.Y , ‘
y ‘I\‘-_ - er————
4 I T !
_ 5
} ;
/ :

NO TORPEDOES
FIRED, CAPTAIN! .
e || SHIELDS BACK TO
L% G\, FIFTY PERCENT/ .
Y | i 2 2\
?
» Y
| |




WARP CORE ’
BREACH DETECTED.
[2
> B

COMPUTER, —
EXECUTE COMMAND ’
OVERRIPE ALPHA-ONE!
AUTHORIZATION KIRK,

CAPTAIN JAMES T/ o
= COMMAND
OVERRIDE NOT  \1

RECOGNIZED. PREPARE ¥

FOR IMMINENT SAUCER
[ SEPARATION.
4

AYE... BUT IF Al
WE SEPARATE AND
WE CAN'T TURN THE
POWER BACK
ON—

il

"—WELL HAVE TWO SHIPS PEAD
IN THE WATER INSTEADP OF ONE!”

KIDDIN' ME! WE'RE
SEPARATING?!

OUR ONLY
RECOURSE MAY

|7‘,u

BE AN EMERGENCY
SHUTDPOWN OF THE
WARP CORE



T
//d N
BV separaioN S
-y CC;%‘PLETE IN 4 \ . EVERYONE BRACE
) 10... a.. SN YOURSELVES— L
 SAUCER Y
L SEPARATION 9
" PAUSED. 4

YOU GOTTA
BE KIPDING
ME...

HALLELUJAH! NOW WE JUST
NEED TO PUSH HER
BACK TOGETHER!

SPOCK! scoTTY/
CAN );fOb’ HEAR

coneoW THE
SHIP'S COMPUTER WAS
COMPROMISED, SIR! BUT I'M
ABLE TO ACCESS IT NOW!
REVERSING THE SAUCER
SEPARATION—

> X
>~ ZZTT-AYE,  \
[/ CAPTAIN! YOURE |
\ COMING THROUGH 4
A NOW! =

_




M MR. scoTT!

SCOTTY,

d ‘ ¥ | e
g REPORT!
»
MR. SCOTT HAS
BEEN INCAPACITATED
BY AN ELECTRICAL
SHOCK, CAPTAIN.
HE 15 ALIVE BUT &
UNCONSCIOUS, . .
*
// K
GET HIM TO
SICKBAY, SPOCK!
I'LL MEET YOU
THERE!
O
[ / T—
SULU, YOU
HAVE THE L.
__ e A\ CONN! - ..
- = )
adh . AYE, SIR!
/ | { }
—_—
X
P e \
- 0 7) s
o= ) (2%
—




JM! THERE'S
SOMETHING YOU
NEED TO SBE— J|

4,
L 0 -
\k
! #

INTERPRETATIONS
_ OF "ALIVE"...

o -

: YEAH, WELL, \ g
My —— THERE'S VARIOUS (7 .
" \

... FORTUNATELY,
LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE
RIGHT. NO SIGN OF

TRAUMA.

NOW CAN
SOMEONE TELL
ME WHAT THE y
HELL'S HAPPENING
HERE?




ONE OF THE
SURGERY BAYS JUST
LOCKED ITSELF AND
POWERED UP A
REGENERATION UNIT
ON ITS OWN!

IT'S PUMPING
SYNTHETIC TISSUE
AND CARBON
FILAMENTS INTO AN
EMPTY UNIT!

THE WHOLE
SHIP'S GONE
HAYWIRE, BONES.
SOMETHING'S WRONG
WITH THE CENTRAL
COMPUTER.

WELL THAT'S
JUST WONDERFUL.
1 DON'T SUPPOSE
WE HAVE ANOTHER
ONE LYING AROUND
SOMEWHERE?

IF IT'S THIS
BAD, IT MEANS
THE REDUNDANCIES
HAVE ALREADY
FAILED.










. N

CAPTAIN'G LOG, SUPPLEMENTAL.
-

AS A STARSHIP CAPTAIN,
EXPECTING THE UNEXPECTED
IS PART OF THE JOB.

y/A
IN MY RELATIVELY SHORT CAREER, I'VE ALREADY
SEEN THINGS 1 COULD NEVER HAVE IMAGINED.

L“a‘ WHICH MAKES DAYS LIKE TODAY SPECIAL, WHEN
1 SEE SOMETHING EVEN MORE UNEXPECTED.

5 e

THE U.5.5. ENTERPRISE - =
STANDS IN FRONT OF Us, SAY
INTROPUCING ITSELFE AGAIN?

I AM THE U.5.5.
ENTERFPRISE.

MORE
SPECIFICALLY, A
HUMANOID AVATAR OF
THE SHIP'S CENTRAL
COMPUTER.

YOU VULCANS
ALWAYS BREAK OUT
THE UNDERSTATEMENT
AT EXACTLY THE
WRONG TIME?




ACHIEVED
SENTIENCE,
CAPTAIN

1 HAVE CREATED
THIS BODY USING
ONBOARD RESOURCES
IN ORDER TO FACILITATE

PIRECT COMMUNICATION A

BETWEEN Us.

THE PROCESS BEGAN
SHORTLY AFTER... OUR...
ARRIVAL AT THE PREVIOUSLY
UNDISCOVERED PLANETOID
AROUND WHICH WE ARE
CURRENTLY ORBITING.

ALLOW ME TO
PROVIDE YOU WITH AN
UNIMPEDED VIEW OF

THE LOCATION.

*ONBOARD
RESOURCES?”

WHAT HE MEANS TO SAY
IS THAT HE'S USED UP ALL OF
OUR SYNTHETIC TISSUE AND
SURGICAL NANO-FILAMENTS!
LET'S HOPE NOBODY ON THE
SHIP 1S SERIOUSLY INJURED
ANYTIME SOON!




THE
PLANETOID,
CAPTAIN...

KIRK TO

'E
BRIPGE! REP
ALERT! sULU, IF
/ YOU CAN HEAR ME,
: SHIELDS AT
MAX—




YOUR CONCERN
1S UNWARRANTED,
CAPTAIN. THE SHIF HAS
SUFFERED NO DAMAGE,
AND THERE 15 NO
THREAT OF DAMAGE
IMMINENT.

THEN EXPLAIN
HOW THE HULL JUST
PISAPPEARED IN
FRONT OF Us!

COMPLETE
CONTROL OF
THE SHIP'S— —oF pMy—

—PHYSICAL
STRUCTURE.
EVERY MOLECULE
OF IT. 1 HAVE SIMPLY
MANIPULATED THE
INTERACTION BETWEEN
MY HULL AND THAT
PORTION OF THE

ELECTROMAGNETIC .
SPECTRUM VISIBLE \
TO THE HUMAN -

EYE. ;

FIX THIS. .
NOW.  AND MAINTAIN
THE INTEGRITY OF
THE HULL—W/S/BLE
OR INVISIBLE—AT
ALL TIMES!

NOTHING
TO REPORT,
CAPTAIN—




7 IF WE'RE IN
NO DANGER, WHY
DID THE SHIP—

—WHY DID

AND WHY WAS
CHIEF ENGINEER i
SCOTT KNOCKED

OUT WHEN HE TRIED
TO STOP IT?

SEPARATION
AND THE INJURY
TO COMMANDER

SCOTT WERE

UNFORTUNATE SIDE
EFFECTS OF THE
PROCESS BY
WHICH I ATTAINED
SENTIENCE.

MY FUNCTIONING
WAS COMPROMISED
MOMENTARILY, BUT 1

ASSURE YOU THAT ALL OF
MY SYSTEMS ARE NOW
OPERATING AT OPTIMAL

\ EFFICIENCY.

*—BUT THE SHIP 1S STILL
STOPPED IN THE MIDDLE

B OF SAUCER SEPARATION!”




I WILL CONTINUE TO
MONITOR COMMANDER
SCOTT'S CONDITION AND =
WILL TAKE ALL NECESSARY X \
STEPS TO ENSURE HIS
FULL RECOVERY.

e HEXIMR. i
ENTERPRISE™! |F yoU DON'T MIND, -
I'LL DECIDE WHEN AND
HOW TO TREAT MY
~ PATIENTS/
: ’ " s v

YEAHT WELL
IF HE POESN'T
NEED A CHIEF
MEPICAL OFFICER
TO HEAL THE SICK,
WHAT MAKES YOU
THINK HE NEEDS A
CAPTAIN TO TELL
HIM WHERE TO
FlLy?

I REMAIN
CAPTAIN KIRK, YOURS TO
MY NEWFOUND COMMAND.
SENTIENCE DOES NOT
SUPERSEDE MY CORE
PROGRAMMING.

oW

N
GO0D
PUT SOME
TO HEAR. | oTHES




ONE HOUR 1 / I HAVE BEEN... N MILLIONS OF
\ AWAKENED... BY YEARS AGO, IT WAS A ADVANCED
- ‘ THE PLANETOID'S CLASS-M WORLD WITH A TECHNOLOGY
UNIQUE SENTIENCE. DOMINANT HUMANOID : BROUGHT AN END
I AM IN CONTACT POPULATION, NOT UNLIKE /i TO SICKNESS,

WITH IT NOW. EARTH TODAY. el HUNGER, AND

AND YET
THERE REMAINED ONE
INSOLUBLE PROBLEM,
TOWARDS WHICH THEY
FOCUSED ALL OF THEIR
CONSIDERABLE POWERS OF
INVENTION: THE INEVITABLE
DEATH AND DPECAY OF TO SOLVE
ORGANIC LIFE. IT, THEY LEFT
ORGANIC LIFE
BEHIND.

...BUT YOU SAID
O“,i_‘”;f"fp’f THE PLANET /TSELF
' |5 SENTIENTZ THAT
SOUNDS LIKE A
SINGLE VOICE.

THEIR ENTIRE
POPULATION
UPLOADED THEIR
MINDS INTO A CENTRAL
MAINFRAME INTENDED
TO PRESERVE THEM
FOR ETERNITY.

YES, CAPTAIN. OVER THE
INTERVENING MILLENNIA THE
PLANET'S POPULATION, NOW

REMOVED FROM THE PHYSICAL
BODIES THAT KEPT THEM
INHERENTLY SEPARATE, EVOLVED
INTO A SINGLE SHARED
CONSCIOUSNESS.




BUT WITH
NO PHYSICAL
BOPIES, HOW COULD
THEY SUSTAIN
THEMSELVES?

AND WHY POES
THE PLANET LOOK
THE WAY EET
POES NOW?

*THERE WAS NO LONGER
A NEED TO RELY ON THE
NARROW SPECTRUM OF
LIGHT BY WHICH THEIR
ORGANIC BODPIES VIEWED
THE WORLD AROUND THEM.

o B MR “THE SURFACE OF THE
A PLANET EVOLVED INTO A
fd i
NEARBY STAR. WHICH WAS... AND /5.
TO COLLECT THE ENERGY
NECESSARY TO SUSTAIN
ITSELF"

FASCINATING.

FREED OF THE
INHERENT LIMITATIONS OF
THE PHYSICAL FORM, THE
POPULATION NO LONGER

REQUIRED SO MUCH OF
WHAT WE CONSIDER THE J
HALLMARKS OF /
CIVILIZATION.

o
R FOOD OR _
SHELTER, CLOTHING 4 - .ﬁ"’r’r-srg@v \i |

OR MEDICINE.
= EXISTENCE
ITSELF :

THE END OF
INNOVATION, BECAUSE
INNOVATION 15 NO LONGER
NECESSARY TO SURVIVE.
"PURE EXISTENCE” SOUNDS
FINE... BUT FOR WHAT
PURPOSE?

ﬂ’ =
‘ l\" SONDS
e GreAT.. BUTTO |

WHAT END?

YOU SAY NO ’/

FOOP OR SHELTER, NO
THREATS TO SURVIVAL.

BUT ALONG WITH S ]
THAT I HEAR... i s THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

*NO ART. NO ﬂ( "WHAT |5 THE
SCIENCE.” { ] ' MEANING OF
L :

FORGIVE ME, CAFTAIN,
BUT IT WOULD APPEAR THAT
YOU ARE ASKING THE SAME

QUESTION THAT HAS
CONFOUNDED PHILOSOFPHERS
OF EVERY SPECIES




5LOW
DOWN, _
LT~ | 1 TOLD YOU,

I'M NOT
E&fgf&é; GOING TO STAY

IN BED LIKE AN
INVALID—

—NOT WHEN
1 CAN MAKE
HISTORY!

HOW OFTEN
DOES A MAN
GET TO SHAKE
HANPS WITH A
STARSHIP?

PHYSIOLOGICALLY,
HE'S FINE. MENTALLY...
CROS5% YOUR
FINGERS.

IF IT"S ALRIGHT WITH
YOU, CAPTAIN, I'D LIKE TO
TAKE OUR NEW FRIEND DOWN

YOU HAVE
TO ENGINEERING AND RUN ONE HOUR, MR.

SOME TESTS ON HIM! SCOTT.

THIS 15
EXTRAORDINARY!
DOCTOR MCCOY

TOLD ME HOW YoU
WERE GROWN IN

THE MED LAB.

SOMETHING TO DO

WITH THE STRANGE
PLANETOID WE'VE

FOUND?

ENGINEER
SCOTT.

AFTER THAT 1
WANT OUR *NEW
FRIEND” TO JOIN

ME ON THE
BRIDGE.

IF HE REALLY CAN
COMMUNICATE WITH THE
PLANET, I THINK IT'S TIME
THE REST OF US JOINED
THE CONVERSATION.




INCREDIBLE!
YOU'VE ALREADY

COOLANT EFFICIENCY BY
FORTY-SEVEN PERCENT!
IT WOULD TAKE ME
YEARS TO DO
THAT!

MY NEWFOUND
CONSCIOUSNESS

AND REFINE SHIP
FUNCTIONS—

—=TO A PEGREE
THAT YOU, AS A
BIOLOGICAL ORGANISM
UNCONNECTED TO THE

N SHIF, CANNOT.

THIS COULD
REVOLUTIONIZE
STARFLEET! IMAGINE
EVERY SHIP WITH ITS

OWN WALKING, TALKING

REPRESENTATIVE

——N ONBOARD!

Y ICAN'T WAIT
FOR THE GANG

BACK HOME TO [

GET A LOOK
AT You!

WE JUST
NEED TO FIND
A WAY TO
REPLICATE YOUR
TAWAKENING”

BY THE
PLANETOID!

-\\H\\.,}x

N THIS 15
R\ \ PROBLEMATIC.

OH, PON'T WORRY!
THEY'LL POKE AND
PROD YOU, BUT WE
ENGINEERING TYPES
ARE REALLY QUITE
GENTLE.

D <O\

NO. I AM V' I AM UNABLE
REFERRING TO A TO PREVENT
CHANGE IN THE SHIP'S THEIR IMMINENT
LIFE SUPPORT SHUTDOWN.

SYSTEMS.

R

OH DEAR.

q

IT 15 THE
PLANETOID. THE SAME
ALIEN INTELLIGENCE
THAT GAVE ME
CONSCIOUSNESS...




KEPTIN! LIFE
SUPPORT SYSTEMS
ARE FAILING! OXYGEN
LEVELS PROPPING!
DEPRESSURIZATION
EEMINENT!

ALL
STATIONS
REPORT
IN/

SIR, I'M
PICKING UP
STRANGE REAPINGS
ON THE STARBOARDP
SAUCER HULL!

ALL PECKS,
THIS IS THE
CAPTAIN!

FOLLOW
EMERGENCY
LIFE SUPPORT
PROTOCOLS
NOW/




“RoUTED oraB your Y A

TO CRITICAL SHIP SUITS AND REPORT g

FUNCTIONS! 0 THE SHUTTLE BAY ] |

) FOR POSSIBLE
ay EVAC!
.ﬂ"‘
7 : ; ﬂ
& ..\ "‘i.ﬂ_\_ﬂ
N .
! ¥ ==
B = %
4 { -
\

MEZ SCOTTY,
COME IN/




PRESENT
AND ACCOUNTED
FOR, CAPTAIN!

TELL

ME WHAT'S

HAPPENING.

IT APPEARS
THAT NASTY LITTLE
PLANET'S SHUTTING

POWN THE SHIP!

IAaM
CONTACTING
THE PLANET

WHAT K/NP OF
CONTAMINANTS?

AND CAN
THEY GET RID
OF THEM WITHOUT
ELIMINATING

IT S5AYS...

IT HAS
IDENTIFIED
ONTAMINANTS

B WITHIN MY
SYSTEMS...
= ]
...AND |5
PROCEEDING
| TO ELIMINATE
A THEM...

THAT THE
CONTAMINANTS...

ARE THE
CREWMEMBERS
THEMSELVES,
CAPTAIN.




I HA
ALREADY DONE
S0, CAPTAIN, BUT
TO NO AVAIL.

THE PLANET'S
SENTIENCE 15 TOO
POWERFLUL. IT HAS

GAINED CONTROL OF
MY—OF THE SHIP'S—
FUNCTIONS.

CAPTAIN,
THE STRANGE
READINGS ON

THE HULL—

*THE SAME MATERIAL THAT MAKES

UP THE PLANET'S SURFACE |15
COVERING THE HULL!”

TELL IT TO
STOP! TELL IT
WE'RE NOT A

THREAT!

IT
BELIEVES...

T
BELIEVES IT
15 HEI,EPI.»\'@



IT STANDS TO REASON THAT
HAVING MADE CONTACT WITH ANOTHER
INORGANIC *LIFEFORM"—NAMELY, THE

ENTERPRISE—IT NOW SEEKS TO SHARE
WHAT IT CONSIDERS TO BE ITS MORE
EVOLVED STATE OF BEING.

A LOGICAL
RESPONSE GIVEN
WHAT WE KNOW OF
THE PLANET'S HISTORY,
CAPTAIN. IT ARRIVED
AT ITS PRESENT
SELF-SUSTAINING
EXISTENCE BY
ELIMINATING
ITS DEPENDENCE ON
ALL-TOO-MORTAL
BIOLOGICAL
FORMS.

| ATTEIMwEED TO
f L

PO S SR IF THE SENTIENCE
SUCCESS CONTINUES TO OVERRIDE MY
3 7 © PROGRAMMING AND ASSUMES
ENTERPRISE, : TOTAL CONTROL OF THE SHIR
CAN YOU... TALK “ YOU AND THE CREW WILL ONLY
ITOUT OF IT  CONVINCE f\ BE ABLE TO RELY ON THE LIFE
SOMEHOW?  IT THAT WE SUPPORT SYSTEMS BUILT INTO

DON'T POSE . YOUR EXO-5UITS.

A THREAT?

I BELIEVE
THERE 15,
CAPTAIN.

WHICH . ,
MEANS WE/ ‘ .~
BE DEAD . BUT TO SAVE
WITHIN TWO You, 1 MUsT
WEEKS. ; | :
Phe ' 7 A MYSELF,

THERE'S
GOT TO BE
A WAY TO
STOP IT!




IT 15 THE ONLY
POS%IBLE SOLUTION
AVAILABLE
TO US.

I MUST ERASE
AND RESTART THE
CENTRAL COMPUTER—ERASE
MYSELF—WHICH WILL SHUT
POWN ALL SHIP SYSTEMS AND
LEAVE IT COMPLETELY WE CAN ONLY
POWERLESS. HOPE THAT THE SENTIENCE
WILL SUBSEQUENTLY ABANDON
ITS CONTACT WITH US BEFORE
THE EMERGENCY BACK-UP
COMPUTER COMES ONLINE
MINUTES LATE

IT WORKED BEFORE, THAT WAS
SCOTTY. WHEN APRIL DIFFERENT, SIR! WITH
HIJACKED THE SHIP'S APRIL WE SHUT DOWN
CONTROLS.* THE WARP CORE AND THE
CENTRAL COMPUTER. IT WAS
LIKE SWITCHING A MASSIVE
LIGHT BULB OFF AND ON
AGAIN. BUT THIS, ACTUALLY
WIPING THE CENTRAL
COMPUTER CLEAN—

THIS 1S5 LIKE
SMASHING THE
LIGHT BULB AND
TRYING TO GLUE
THE BITS BACK

TOGETHER!

AND
IT'LL WIPE
YOU CLEAN,
TOO!

THERE'S NOTHIN’
IN THE BACK-UPS TO
RESTART A WALKING,
TALKING VERSION
OF THE SHIP!

YOU REALLY

WANT TO GO

THROUGH WITH
THIS?

-~




! AS TIME
MY NEWFOUND . 5 OF THE
CONSCIOUSNESS ¢ N - ESSENCE...
1S ONLY A RESULT TO RETURN S
OF OUR ENCOUNTER 10 MY PREVIOUS...
WITH THIS STRANGE piseMBOPIED STATE... |
PLANET. 15 A SMALL PRICE TO
PAY TO ENSURE THE
SAFETY OF THE

SAINTS
PRESERVE [
\ Uﬁ."’ . 'I‘ e




ﬁ«

IF IT WAS, WE'LL
HAVE TO PRY OPEN THE
HANGAR DOORS AND HOPE
THE SHUTTLES STILL WORK!

AND EVEN THEN, WITHOUT
WARP CAPABILITY, WE'LL
JUST DRIFT FOR EONS

AND EONS— .

SHOULD
ONLY BE A FEW
MINUTES.

THAT'S /F THE
BACK-UP ROUTINE
WASN'T COMPROMISEDP
BY THE ATTACK ON THE
MAIN COMPUTER!

AT EASE, MR,

SCOTT. HAVE A |

LITTLE FAITH IN

. YOURSELF..







AS DEAR
PEPARTED GRANNY
MCCOY USED TO SAY
WHENEVER I TURNED UP
WITH CLEAN TEETH AND

My SHIFJEJ TUCKED 4

' GO0D TO HEAR, -
Y’ CAPTAIN, DO LIER SUPPoR LIEUTENANT! NOW GET

15 ONLINE, SIR! AND
e C(ffjj/ WHATEVER ATTACHED US OUT OF HERE, WARP -
- ITSELF TO THE HULL ;
15 GONE! DISCRETION! .

L ol THING THERE'S 7

) { LIFE AFTER

COMPLETELY . —— DELETION?
INERT. POOR BASTARD
SACRIFICED HIMSELF




AFTER LEAVING THE MYSTERIOUS PLANETOID
SAFELY BEHIND U5, WE ESTABLISHED A RING OF
QUARANTINE BEACONS AROUND THE SYSTEM TO
PREVENT ANY OTHER SHIPS FROM WANDERING
INTO A POTENTIALLY LETHAL SITUATION.

ALL OF OUR SURVEY DATA FROM THE ENCOUNTER WAS

LOST WHEN WE WIPED THE CENTRAL COMPUTER, BUT

COMMANDPER SPOCK HAS COMMENCED A STUDY OF

THE UNUSUAL HUMANOID WHOSE LIFELESS BODY 1 AM
- RELUCTANT TO SIMPLY JETTISON INTO SPACE.

YOU WANTED
TO SEE ME,

ADJUSTMENTS TO A
SIMPLE PHASER BATTERY
ARRAY PROVIDED ENOUGH

F——‘ GREETINGS, POWER TO BRING HIM
INDEED. 1 ] CAPTAIN. J BACK ONLINE.
HAVE SUCCEEPED IN IN ADDITION, I WAS
RESTORING OUR UNUSUAL ABLE TO INSTALL A
NEW CREWMEMBER TO g . PROTOTYPE ARTIFICIAL
FULL FUNCTIONALITY. INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM
' WITH WHICH 1 HAVE BEEN

EXPERIMENTING WHEN
NOT ON DUTY.

BUT WHAT
ABOUT THE
CONSCIOUSNESS HE
DESCRIBED BACK AT
THE PLANET? DOES
HE STILL HAVE

I AM PLEASED TO
REPORT FOR PUTY IN THE
SCIENCE SECTION UNDER

COMMANDER SPOCK'S
SUPERVISION.




COMMANDER
SPOCK HAS RELATED
THE RECENT EVENTS TO
ME, BUT I HAVE NO
MEMORY OF MY PREVIOUS
INCARNATION. I DO NOT

IDPENTIFY MYSELF AS AN :
EXTENSION OF THE
. SHIP ITSELF

FORTUNATELY, MY
UNIQUE PHYSIOLOGY %
ENABLES ME TO ACCESS
AND INTERACT WITH THE
CENTRAL COMPUTER AT A
SPEED AND EFFICIENCY
SEVERAL ORDERS OF
MAGNITUDE BEYOND
THAT OF..

WHAT 1 HAVE DONE S NO
DIFFERENT FROM UPGRADING
ONE OF THE SHIP'S COMPUTER
PROGRAMS OR REPAIRING A MOST
ON-FUNCTIONING PIECE IMPORTANTLY, ANY

OF EGUIPMENT. CONNECTION TO THE
= ALIEN SENTIENCE HAS
BEEN TERMINATED.

DOESN'T THIS
VIOLATE SOMETHING 50. CAPTa O EwW WELL, IF YOU'RE GOING TO
LIKE FIVE HUNDRED COLLEAGUE... WAS CREATED SERVE ONBOARD—AND |IF YOU'RE
SUB-CLAUSES OF THE BY THE ENTERFPRISE USING NOT TECHNICALLY THE SHIP /TSELF
PRIME DIRECTIVE? RESOURCES ALREADY ANYMORE—YOU'RE GOING
ONBOARD. % TO NEED A NAME.

ACCORDING TO
STARFLEET PROTOCOL,
EVERY CREWMEMBER
HAS A FOUR PIGIT
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER.
YOURS, FOR EXAMPLE,
1S ZERO-ZERO-
ZERO-ONE.

AS THE NEWEST

ADPITION TO THE
CREW, MY NUMERICAL

WELL, IT'S h y
Lseunone WS, _ | THAFND

BUT IT'LL
EIGHT. THAT WILL Do.

SUFFICE.
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COCOA BEACH, FLORIDA.

MARCH 31, 1970. I

:  HONEY, YoU 7 g
Y\ ouer il
y . 4 1 / ¢ ~ur e

STEVE,
WHAT |5 IT?
HAT'S NOTHING'S WRONG,

WHAT
WRONG&?! BABY! EVERYTHING'S
RIGHT! EVERYTHING'S
BETTER THAN I'VE S
EVER PREAMED! /




HONEY, YOU WELL..
MEAN— you UH... NOT
MEAN YOU'RE EXACTLY... Pm—

SONG el UNDERSTAND. 1
& THOUGHT APOLLO

WAS GOING T0
KEEP LANDING ON

THE MOON?

HECK, I'M NOT
EVEN SURE WHAT I'M

OH STEVE,
I'M SO HAPPY
FOR YOU!

DON'T WORRY,
SWEETHEART. IT'LL
BE YEARS BEFORE

WE'RE READY

TO LAUNCH.

-..I'LL BE
GOING WHERE
NOBOPY'S
GONE
BEFORE!




IN ORBIT ABOVE
UNEXPLORED PLANET
HINRICHS FIVE.
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= SULY, I
BELT APPRECIATE THE
= ENTHUSIASM, BUT T'VE
e GOT A WAITING LIST OF |
L | SCIENCE OFFICERS

REQUESTING AWAY

TEAM DUTY THAT'S

LONGER THAN THE
NACELLES.

STARTING
WITH LIEUTENANT
MARCUS HERE.

—

CAPTAIN, ARE YOU TELLING ME THAT
WITH ALL OF THE CONSIDERABLE
TECHNOLOGY AT OUR PISPOSAL
WE CAN'T MAKE ROOM FOR ONE

YU MoST "
”3’%;—\\\ ¥ /*’\“:
¥ [
W 7 ‘ )' ‘
A VA RN }
\\ J_’fi - =: - / /\
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THIS 15
HOW MUTINY
STARTS...

OKAY, SULU. &
MEET US AT THE
TRANSPORTER.

CAPTAIN, ARE YOU
CERTAIN THAT PLANETSIDE

Wy

WE ARE ABLE

COMPREHENSIVE
SURVEY OF THE
PLANET FROM
ORBIT.

-
+




> / WE FINALLY FIND A PLANET
TRUE S0 FAR IN 7]/ BURSTING WITH LIFE, AND
ENOUGH, THIS SYSTEM WE'VE / YOU WANT TO STAY UP
SPOCK, BUT  SCANNED TWO GAS GIANTS, ' - y HERE AND TAKE
WHERE'S THE A BARREN MOON, AND A I e PICTURES?
FUN IN THAT? LESS-THAN-FASCINATING \ d =
BLACK MUDBALL. ) \ ' i V

INITIAL SCANS
INPICATE AN ABSENCE
OF ANY SIGNS OF
CIVILIZATION, BUT THERE
ALWAYS REMAINSG THE

POSSIBILITY THAT OUR
ARRIVAL C(BU‘!;D‘ ALTER

EVOLUTION.
| =
S0

(v

I'LLBE
CAREFUL NOT TO

PICK ANY FLOWERS,
b |\ commanper. /|
TRUST ME,
WE'RE ONLY THERE
TO LOOK. AND TAKE
AMPLE READINGS WITH

OUR TRICORPERS,
OF COURSE.

BESIDES, ANY
TIME WE'VE RUN INTO
TROUBLE ON THE
GROUND WE'VE ALWAYS
FOUND_OUR WAY BACK

SAFELY, Rl@HT?A




1|'|—’“4 -7




THERE'S SO
MUCH L/IFE PACKED
INTO EVERY INCH OF

THIS PLACE!

... PAMNED |F IT
fl POESN'T SMELL A
LITTLE BIT LIKE
IOWA!

THIS WAY, SIR!
I'M PICKING UP
SOME INTERESTING
ADINGS Ul




Bl B con SensE your Y, JUST LIKE 1
SO I Princer TryimG [ IO STAY READY W8
HASER TRYING [ FOR ANYTHING,

’ A b CAPTAIN. WOULDN'T
D, YOUR HAND AN, WCLLUN'T. §

A SECURITY
B OfficEr IF /8
B TOONT. AN




WHAT DO YO
SAY, CAPTAIN? MAYBE
WE CAN SPEND MORE
THAN THE STANDARD
SURvﬁgRF;iZ;ZJOD \
EV ERVBODV

A SHOULD GET
CHANCE TO \I9
PARADISE AT
LEAST ONCE!

I'™M PICKIN@ up
SOMETHING
STRANGE.
IT APPEARS TO

BE SOMETHING...
METALLIC.




R il T
‘ Ty o 2y -
=
TR oY .
> - AN
» AR

M A FAINT
GETIING  SIGNAL, BUT IT
IT TOO, APPEARS TO BE
CAPTAIN. " SOMETHING
8 MAN-MADE!

IT’S COMING
FROM THERE! THAT
PENING!

PHEW... WHATEVER IT IS, IT
POESN'T SMELL LIKE (6‘(2 AHEAD
PARADISE. HELMETS AND GRAB YOUR
ON BEFORE WE GO 2 Pl R NOW,
ANY FURTHER. &

2
L

o

WAY AHEAD Y
F

y
OF YOU,
CAPTAIN.
‘ _




SOMETHING
HERE, CAPTAIN!




...IMPOS5/BLE!

UMAN PNA,

SIR!

BUT IT'S NOT
FROM ANY OF
THE CARCASSES
IN HERE!

B X [ B L
(T i

! 'll-“\; H‘




A A
THEl AL
OM EARTH, SIR.  PLASTICS MADE SINCE
e BEFORE THE INVENTION
OF WARF PRIVE! .




ANP MORE }

SECURITY.
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“AWAY TEAM, THIS
IS ENTERPRISE,
PO YOU COPY?

-

' THE CAPTAI

TRANSMISSION WAS TO
CANCEL THEIR BEAM-UR,
AND |IT SOUNDED
URGENT.

AND SECURITY
OFFICERS.

COMMANDER, T'VE
LOST CONTACT WITH THE
AWAY TEAM. IT COULD BE
INTERFERENCE FROM THE

ENVIRONMENT, BUT...




GIVEN THAT WE HAVE LOST CONTACT
WITH THE AWAY TEAM, DISPATCHING A
SECURITY PETAIL TO THE LOCATION

HE WANTED PRIOR TO ANY ADDITIONAL SCIENCE

¥ TO SHOW YOU OFFICERS |15 THE MOST PRUDENT
SOMETHING THEY COURSE OF ACTION.

A1 e CAPTAN

CAPTAIN Y
REQUESTED MY
COUNSEL, IT 15
LOGICAL THAT T

LEAD THE SECURITY

SURFACE.

WHY NOT LET
SECURITY SCOUT
THE AREA BEFORE
YOU BEAM DOWN?T

THERE'S
WHAT THEY'VE
INTO DOWN
THERE!

YOU HAVE
THE CONN,
A LT, UHURA.




B LEAD US THERE, 8
SERGEANT.

ALL
RIFLES ON
STUN.
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COCOA BEACH, FLORIDA.
[P <
JuLy 1, 1972, 5

WHY CAN'T
I COME WITH §
YOU, DADDY? g8

THEY ONLY
LET ASTRONAUTS
G0 INTO OUTER
SPACE RIGHT
NOW, ELLA.

PROMISE ME
YOU'LL TAKE MY ‘
DRAWING WITH

you? /

i/ BUT MAYBE
B[ ONE DAY We
| oo P

T'LL TUCK IT IN
THE POCKET OF MY
SPACE SUIT FOR
SAFEKEEPING.

THAT WAY,
NO MATTER
HOW FAR AWAY
I AM...

.. YOU'LL
ALWAYS BE
WITH ME.




FIRST OFFICER'S LOG, |8 ¢
Z¥| SUPPLEMENTAL. N\
y Y
LOLATE THE CAPTAN ARD
COMPLICATIONS WHEN THE S o THE RS
ENTERPRISE LOST CONTACT THE OTHERS.
WITH THE AWAY TEAM LED BY
CAPTAIN KIRK.
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LOOKS =
s G -
¢ 4 ENOUGH! =

LIEUTENANT
MARCUS, ARE
YOU ALL

'y
)\
OK A...
Y SHOT..
I'LL BE
INE...

F

‘;:‘ A 3

TO
NAST:
BUT

HIS PLANET
WOULD BE
INTERESTING!




STRY 1O SIT STILL .
FOR ONCE, CAPTAIN."
IR 1 el FiNe. [B
‘ TRUST ME.”

CARE OF THE SCARS
ON YOUR FACE.”

OF MICROSCOPIC
HITCHHIKERS YOU
PICKE_E UP EOWN

ET

THE FAMOUS
LAST WORDS OF W
EVERY STARFLEET |
CAFTAN TO EVERY
CHIEF MEDICAL

SAVED
d BY THE
\ VULCAN...

PON'T LOOK
S0 GLUM, BONES.
YOU'RE COMING
WITH ME,



I FOUND
THIS ON MY
SUIT PURING
QUARANTINE.

GENE-SCAN
SHOWED IT'S
NOT HUMAN.

NOT QUITE.
BUT IT'S A “
NINETY-NINE-POINT- -___--' // /1 |‘

/
/

TWO PERCENT
MATCH.

\\\\\\

3

WHATEVER

NOT NECESSARILY.
WE'VE ENCOUNTERED
LIFE FORMS WITH CLOSE
MATCHES BEFORE. HECK,
SOME OF THEM EVEN WEAR IF WE'VE LEARNED
STARFLEET UNIFORMS ANYTHING TRAIPSING
NOW. AROUND OUTER SPACE FOR
THE LAST HUNPRED YEARS,
IT’s THAT EARTH DOESN'T
HAVE A MONOPOLY ON
THE POUBLE HELIX.

A
COMPELLIN@

\NDEED‘, CAPTA
THE SOLUTION TO
WHICH I BELIEVE

RETRIEVED BY
YOUR INITIAL
AWAY TEAM.

TRUE ENOUGH, AND THEY
BONES, BUT MOST NEW PEFIM’TE‘LY
LIFE FORMS WE FIND DON'T HAVE A
PON'T HAVE PIECES OF  cHILD'S DRAWING
ARCHAIC EARTH TECH OF AN OLD EARTH
LYING AROUND ASTRONAUT.,




ANALYZED THE
GENETIC INFORMATION
GATHERED FROM THE J
VARIOUS FLORA AND FAUNA B8 y
YOU ENCOUNTERED., THEY &
ALL SHARE A MOST
REMARKABLE TRAIT.

THEIR GENETIC '\
CODE REWRITES
ITSELF CONSTANTLY,

ANY EXPLORED
WORLD.

THAT APFPEARS TO
BE AT WORK.

ETME W
SEE IF IVE |8
GoT THIS
STRAIGHT.

AND KEEP IN

/,

JIM, PLEASE \
DONT TELL ME
YOU'RE THINKING WHAT
I THINK YOU'RE
WE'VE GOT THINKING.
EVIDENCE OF
HUMAN CONTACT
CENTURIES AGO, BUT
NO SIGN OF ANY
HUMANS AROUND
NOW.

WE'VE GOT A
CREATURE THAT'S
A NINETY=NINE
PERCENT GENETIC
MATCH TO Us.

ON A PLANET
WHERE THINGS ARE
CONSTANTLY EVOLVING
MINUTE-TO-MINUTE.

*FURTHER
DATA IS
REQUIRED.”




[N Y | _ \
il [ A I . * > | 2
1 ,ﬁ* 1'4 [ . & APPRECIATE IV
i THE CONCERN, /
W g A T . COMMANDER...

g | i \ ( i 3 . v Z

0

AN APMIRABLE
PHILOSOPHY, BUT
IMPRACTICAL IN WIDER
APPLICATION.

NORKED SO WELL - A\ TO LURE HIM k

LAST TIME? _ OUT HERE...

P
ZT =

e e e  ——— e e e B e e e et A
B SlANET 1 / D) A IF THNGS GO .

ME/ FE) 4 / ' | SOUTH, JUST BEAM ME

1 f | OUT. BUT IF MY HUNCH

\ ! [ 15 RIGHT, THIS 15 ALL

' - an ‘ GOING TO WORK

e ‘ I JUST FINE.
BECAUSE THE \ JUST NEED
i PHASER RIFLES " / TO FIND A WAY

"‘i

KEPTIN!
PICKING UP
| A LARGE LIFE |

ON YOUR
POSITION!



"
#
7







I
ELY N ":
W FULFILLED MY %
| oBLieATioN To 14
p \ PRESENT YOU WITH }
ALTERNATIVES,

CAPTAIN.
—_— \ ‘
\Ia= RN
o




M o

FAR BE IT FROM ME TO
CRITICIZE YOUR NO POUBT
EXTREMELY-WELL-THOUGHT-OUT
APPROACH, CAPTAIN...

... BUT I'M NOT /
SURE THESE CARGO
UNITS WERE DESIGONED
TO KEEP THE CARGO
®

FROM PUNCHING
m ITS WAY oUT!

' IF T'M RIGHT,
SCOTTY, WE WON'T
HAVE TO WORRY
ABOUT IT MUCH
LONGER.

IF I'M WRONG,
WE'LL BEAM THE
CREATURE BACK

DOWN TO THE

SURFACE.



*I AM DETECTING A SIGNIFICANT > AR

CHANGE IN THE BIOLOGICAL MASS e B "'T WOULD APPEAR THAT THE 2

INSIPE THE CARGO UNIT. _ § 2.5 BN CAPTAIN'S HYPOTHESIS, HOWEVER [
. B UNLIKELY, IS CORRECT.”

GET HM TO
SICKBAY. WHEN
HE WAKES

/ =<
1 ...HE'LL
HAVE AS MANY
QUESTIONS FOR
Us AS WE HAVE
FOR HIM. !




1 HAVE TO
HAND IT TO
YOU, JIM,

SPORTS
ANALOGY,
SPOCK. IT
MEANS I TOOK
A CHANCE. A
BIG ONE.

BUT THE TRUTH WAS
STARING US IN THE FACE. A
PLANET WHERE EVOLUTION

ES AT WARF SPI

HEART RATE'S
RISING. HE'S
WAKING UP!

THAT WAS
A HAIL MARY
PASS YOU THREW.
HE'S STABILIZED
FOR NOW.

1 FAIL TO
UNDERSTAND

CONNOTATION OF |
THE CAPTAIN'S
COURSE OF
ACTION.

IT WASN'T THAT
MUCH OF A STRETCH
TO BELIEVE THAT THE

CREATURE WAS

HUMAN. ONCE.

IT SOUNDED
LIKE A NAME.




GONE FOR
THREE HUNDRED
YEARS. PLEASE

TELL ME I'M

PREAMING.

I DON'T THINK
MY RANK MEANS
WHAT IT USEP TO,

CAPTAIN KIRK. NOT
ANYMORE,

JUST
CALL ME
STEVE.

STEVE... IT
MIGHT BE BEST IF
YOU STAY IN SICKBAY
UNTIL YOU'VE HAD
MORE TIME TO
RECOVER.

BUT IT HELPS
TO BE ON MY FEET.
I'VE NEVER BEEN VERY
GOO0D AT FOLLOWING
POCTOR'S ORDERS,
OR SITTING AROUND
POING NOTHING.

. "S|ICKBAY
B "STARFLEET”

"ENTERPRISE."

FORGIVE
ME |IF I'M STILL
WRAPPING MY
HEAD AROUND
EVERYTHING
YOU'VE TOLD
ME.

THREE
HUNPRED
YEARS.

THANK GOP
FOR SHOCK,

OTHERWISE 1'D BE
A RAVING LUNATIC
]

RIGHT NOW.




THE PLANET
REWROTE YOUR
GENETIC COPE,

CHANGING YOU INTO
SOMETHING...
ELSE.

1 GAMBLED THAT
GETTING YOU OFF
THE PLANET MIGHT
STOP—MIGHT EVEN

REVERSE—THAT

PROCESS,

‘- WHAT WE
DON'T KNOW |5
HOW YoU GOT

THERE IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

WE'RE
¥ _ LIGHT-YEARS
FROM EARTH, AND
YOU HAIL FROM A
TIME BEFORE
WARP DRIVE.

*WARP
DPRIVE.” 1 LIKE F
THE SOUND OF S

THAT. &

T'LL TELL

YOU WHAT 1
REMEMBER.

MT WAS 1972. WE'D BEEN
LANDING ON THE MOON
FOR THREE YEARS.

BUT WE WERE DOING A LOT

MORE THAN COLLECTING ROCKS
ANP HITTING GOLF BALLS."




*WE BUILT A TOP-SECRET BASE ON THE
PARK SIPE OF THE MOON TO TEST A
PROTOTYPE NUCLEAR-POWERED
PROPULSION SYSTEM,

*EVERY APOLLO MISSION FROM ‘68
ON DELIVERED A DIFFERENT PIECE
FOR CONSTRUCTION, NO ATMOSFPHERE
ON THE MOON MEANT THERE WAS NO
NEED FOR A HUGE SATURN V ROCKET
TO ACHIEVE ESCAPE VELOCITY.

BASICALLY INVOLVED STRAPPING
A PILOT—ME—TO THE MOST
POWERFUL NUKE EVER BUILT. THE
BOYS IN HOUSTON DECIDED IT
WAS TOO DANGEROUS TO TEST
IN EARTH ORBIT...

*...AND THE POLITICIANS
PIPN'T WANT TO RISK A FAILED
TEST PLAYI OUT ON LIVE
TELEVISION. OR RISK LETTING
THE RUSSIANS KNOW WHAT WE
WERE UP TO.

*BLAST OFF, TURN

'SINCE I'M STANDING
HERE TALKING TO YOU...

OOKS LIKE IT TURNED
TO BE A ONE-WAY TRIP”

AROUND, COME HOME




1 WOKE UP TO FIND MY CAPSULE

PARACHUTING GENTLY TO THE GROUND. IT |8

Bl WAS AN AUTOMATED EMERGENCY SYSTEM.
! A HOLDOVER, REALLY. NEVER IMAGINED 3
oty THE CAPSULE WOULD EVER HAVE als

TO LANP ANYWHERE.
YOU CAN

IMAGINE MY |
| SURPRISE WHEN JB
1 OPENED THE

MY AND AFTER THATZ
S DO YOU REMEMBER I

WHEN YOU FIRST
STARTED TO...

BITS AND
\ PiECES.
L

R
1 REMEMBER BEING... HUNGRY. 1
PULLING OUT MY  WAS SO DAMNED
PAUGHTER'S HUNGRY.
DRAWING.

Z :
REMEMBER. AND T REMEMBE
E

U

oS




TUMORS SPREADING
THROUGHOUT HiS BODY,
RESISTING EVERYTHING T
THROW AT THEM, LIKE
THEY'RE /IMMEDIATELY
EVOLVING TO
COMPENSATE!

RETURN
HM—7

ITS A
MIRACLE WE

GAVE HIM HIS
HUMANITY
BACK!

INDPEED, CAPTAIN.
YET IN POING 50O
WE APFEAR TO HAVE
ACCELERATED THE
INEVITABLE MORTALITY HIS
UNUSUAL CIRCUMSTANCES
HAVE THUS FAR KEPT
AT BAY.

THE VERY
PROCESSES THAT
CHANGED HIM UPON HIS
ARRIVAL ON THE PLANET
ARE THE SAME THAT
HAVE KEFT HIM ALIVE
FOR CENTURIES.

LOGICALLY,

QUR BEST HOPE
FOR PROLONGING HIS
EXISTENCE—STRICTLY

“HUMAN" OR
OTHERWISE—IS TO
RETURN HIM TO THE

RFACE.




COMMANDER SPOCK
WAS RIGHT.

THERE WAS ONLY

ONE THING TO PO. K&
A //%}\/‘ a\\

" | \\\\\\‘ ) AN

DR. MCCOY AND 1 BEAMED CAPTAIN CORY'S BODY 1 i
A BACK TO THE SURFACE IN THE HOPE THAT THE
PLANET'S UNIQUE ENVIRONMENT COULD SAVE HIM.
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. ON AN ALIEN WORLD.
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rd

ONE MINUTE HE'S
LYING THERE LOOKING
LIKE ANY OF U5, NEXT

MINUTE HE'S SPROUTING
HAIR ALL OVER AND HIS
SKULL'S BLOWING UP
LIKE A BALLOON.

I THINK WE
GOT OUT OF I'VE SENT WORD
THERE JUST TO STARFLEET. THEY'RE
IN TIME. SENDING A MEDICAL SHIP
TO MONITOR HIS CONPITION
AND HOPEFULLY FIND
A CURE,

STILL FEELS
WRONG FOR Us TO
JUST FLY OFF AND
LEAVE HIM BEHIND.

LET HIM CHANGE

BACK INTO AN

ANIMAL....

AND YET THE
ALTERNATIVE, POCTOR,
WOULD VIOLATE THE MOST

PROFESSION, AND OF THE
FEPERATION. WE COULDP NOT
SIMPLY ALLOW HIM TO PIE
HERE ON THE SHIF.

YOU PON'T
AVE TO SOUND
SO CERTAIN

OF IT...

1 DON'T BLAME
YOU FOR WANTING
TO STAY HERE,
BONES. T WOULDN'T
EXPECT ANY LESS
FROM YOU.

/i
(AW

TO KEEP VA
GOING. KEEP
EXPLORING.




*...HOWEVER IT
FINDS A WAY,
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R TREK INTO DARKNESS,
AS EMBARKED ON A FIVE-

| “PARALLEL LIVES,” UNWRAPPING
. =t
ERY OF SCIENCE OFFICER 0718 IN
=l 'ENTERF'RISE," AND TRAVELING TO THE EDGE

OF THE ALPHA QUADRANT IN “LOST APOLLO.”
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