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SPACE... THE FINAL FRONTIER.
THESE ARE THE VOYAGES OF THE STARSHIP ENTERPRISE.
ITS CONTINUING MISSION: TO EXPLORE STRANGE NEW WORLDS,
T0 SEEK OUT NEVV LIFE AND NEW CIVILIZATIONS,
T0 BOLDLY GO WHERE NO ONE HAS GONE BEFORE.
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PROJECT
MANAGER MENDOCK
WILL BRIEF YOU ON
THE DATA ARCHIVES
THEMSELVES.

” STORING ALL THE
FEDERATION'S DATA IS AN
ENORMOUS TASK, ESSENTIALLY
A GIANT PATA BACKUP. FOR ALL
THE ISOLINEAR STORAGE, WE'VE
USED HOLODECK TECHNOLOGY
TO CONSTRUCT AN
EXTRAPIMENSIONAL
TESSERACT.

MANAGING SUCH A LARGE ARCHIVE IS A HIGHLY
COMPLICATED PROJECT. WE'VE CONSTRUCTED AN
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, BASED UPON DR.
NOONIAN SOONG'S POSITRONIC BRAIN
TECHNOLOGY, TO SERVE AS THE
HUB FOR DAYSTROM ONE.

THE TESSERACT-A FOUR-DIMENSIONAL
CUBE-ALLOWS US TO EXPONENTIALLY
INCREASE THE SIZE OF THE ARCHIVE.
WITHIN THE TESSERACT, THE DATA FOR
EACH HOMEWORLPD IS STORED IN
INDIVIDUAL NODES.

CORRECT. TWO WEEKS AGO, THE A.l. STARTED
TO PERFORM ERRATICALLY, BECOMING sLOwW
TO RESPOND TC COMMANDS. THIS WEEK,
IT STOPPEDP RESPONDING ENTIRELY. WE'RE
CONCERNED THAT THE A.l. MAY HAVE
ACHIEVED SENTIENCE AND HAS

CHOSEN NOT TO COOPERATE
ANY FURTHER.

MR. DATA, WE NEED
YOUR EXPERTISE TO HELP
US REGAIN CONTROL OF THE
ARBCHIVE. YOU ARE AUTHORIZED
AND ORPERED TO SHUT POWN
THE A.l. HUB IF THAT BECOMES
NECESSARY TO REGAIN
CONTROL.

YES. MY
UNDERSTANDING
WAS THAT THE A.l. WAS
WORKING SATISFACTORILY
UNTIL RECENTLY?

ME. DATA, WE
THINK YOU HAVE THE BEST
CHANCE OF SALVAGING OUR
WORK AND KEEPING US FROM
STARTING ALL OVER. THAT'S
WHY WE'VE ASKED FOR
YOUR HELP.

IF THE A.l. HAS
INDEED ACHIEVED
SENTIENCE, I AM

UNSURE THAT I WOULD
BE WILLING TO SIMPLY
“TURN IT OFF."

IF YOU TWO WILL
FOLLOW ME, WE'LL TAKE YOU
TO THE TESSERACT GATEWAY AND
PIRECTLY INTO THE ARCHIVE, OR, AS
OUR FRIENDS THE BYNARS CALL IT, THE
"DATA LANDSCAPE." FROM THERE, YOU
CAN USE A MAINTENANCE POD TO
TRAVEL AMONG THE INDIVIDUAL DATA
NODES AND FIND YOUR WAY TO
THE CENTRAL A.l. HUB.

YES, I
- ANTICIPATED YOUR OBJECTION.
THAT'S WHY COMMANDER RIKER WILL BE
ACCOMPANYING YOU. THIS PROJECT IS TOP
PRIORITY! THE FEPERATION'S NEED FOR SECURE,
RELIABLE DATA BACKUP IS CRITICAL. THIS
WAYWARD A.l. MUST BE EITHER REPAIRED OR
DESTROYED SO WE CAN START FROM SCRATCH.
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THE ENEMY
CRAFT?

NEARLY TH
COMMANDI

STEADY, ME.
DATA THREAD
THE NEEDLE.

TRACTOR BEAMS
ENTIRELY.



WHOEVER
THEY ARE,
HE ER
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4 SORT OF LIKE
BUMPER CARS,
MR. DATAZ I
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PHASER...
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THERE ARE N(
FEELINGS, DATA. I JUST
WANTED TO AP
I'D OFFENDE
TAKING THE
ABOUT THE
TOO STRI

WITH NO EGO TO
BRUISE, HOW COLLD

IS THAT T
TRUTH, MISTER

NOT AT ALL,
AANDER. I AM
TUATIO
LLED FOR IT, ¥
F COURSE HAVE
IN THE MANNER
MOST
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AT YOUR
; SIGNAL.
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REMEMBER
YOUR POSITIONS!
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B CAPTAIN'G LOG, STARDATE 45934.7.

Bl HAVING COMPLETED OUR MISSION TO

L ] THE DAYSTROM ONE FACILITY, WE'RE
: NOW HEADING TO THE VOTAR VIl COLONY
TO HELP RESOLVE A FACTIONAL DISPUTE

AMONG SOME RIGELIAN COLONISTS.

CERTAINLY, SIR.
VOTAR VIl 15 A
FEDERATION COLONY
UNDPER CONSTRUCTION AS
A COOPERATIVE VENTURE
OF TWO GROUPS FROM

THE RIGEL SYSTEM: THE
RIGELIANS AND THE
KAYLAR.

o

30

DATA, WOULD
YOU PLEASE BRIEF
EVERYONE ON THE

VOTAR COLONY AND
THE DISPUTE AT
HAND?
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THE RIGELIANS ARE )
HIGHLY INTELLIGENT WHAT'S OUR =
AND INDUSTRIOUS. INTEREST IN THIS, DATAZ
y THEY ARE IT'S OPD THAT STARFLEET
§ ACCUSTOMED TO WOULD CALL IN A
& LIVING LUXURIOUSLY STARSHIP TO MEDIATE A
| ON THE PROFITS LABOR DISPUTE.
¢! B MADE FROM THEIR
M § ECONOMIC VENTURES.

THE KAYLAR ARE LARGE AND
PHYSICALLY POWERFLUL,
KNOWN FOR THEIR ABILITIES
IN CONSTRUCTION AS WELL
AS FOR THEIR AGGRESSIVE
NATURE.

A STRATEGIC
LOCATION, POCTOR.
IF THE RIGELIANS
FAIL TO COMPLETE THE KAYLAR
CONSTRUCTION ON HAVE STAGED AN
VOTAR VI, THE UPRISING AGAINST THE
CARDASSIANS WILL RIGELIANS. STARFLEET
\ STEP IN. WANTS THE DISPUTE
\ vard RESOLVED QUICKLY TO
AVOID CARDASSIAN
INTERVENTION.

CAPTAIN, WE
CANNOT ALLOW

GAIN A FOOTHOLD.
THIS COLONY MUST
NOT FAIL!

ACTUALLY,

MR, WORF; I WAS
THINKING OF PUTTING
YOU IN CHARGE OF
THE NEGOTIATIONS.

THIS WILL BE
AN EXCELLENT

EXPAND YOUR
DIPLOMATIC
SKILLS, WORF

EXACTLY,
=24l COUNSELOR. YOU'LL
/- TEAM, MR. WORF, TO
j HELP YOU SETTLE
THE DISPUTE.




HM. I WAS THINKING
MORE ABOUT THIS MISSION'S
STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE AND

POTENTIAL COMBAT NEEDS THAN
NEGOTIATIONS. THIS 1S NOT
WHAT I HAD IN MIND!

DON'T WORRY,
MR. WORF—1 THINK |
YOU'LL MAKE AN
EXCELLENT
PIPLOMAT!

ENSIGN, I
WOULP LIKE YOU TO
4 JOIN MY AWAY TEAM - -
TO SETTLE THE VOTAR 1 DON'T KNOW,
DISPUTE. YOUR I COMMANDER. T'M
EXPERIENCE WITH FAMILIAR WITH BEING
INSURRECTIONS WILL

BE A VALUABLE __
. v . SHORTLY...

all

I'LL BE
BEAMING YOU TO
THE HEAPQUARTERS
OF THE RIGELIAN
FACTION. THEY ARE
EXPECTING YOU. ARE
YOU READY?

I THINK THIS
TASK WILL PRESENT
CHALLENGES FOR
BOTH OF US. I WOULD
VALUE ANOTHER
PERSPECTIVE WITH A
STRATEGIC EYE.

AFFIRMATIVE,
CHIEF. ENERCIZE,

VERY WELL,
COMMANDER, 1
ACCEFT.

o
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CAN YOU SEE? WHAT DO YOU THINK
CAN YOU SEE WHAT THEY WANT, COMMANDER?
THE:’VE_ DRIVEN U5 THEY WANT TO CONTROL THE
TO? SAVAGES! OUTPOST FOR THEMSELVES!
JUST BECAUSE THEY BUILT THE
/ p x PLACE, THEY SEEM TO
PO THE KAYLAR HOPE ; 1T
TO GAIN BY CAPTURING B THINK THEY OWN IT.
THE POWER PLANT, 2
APMINISTRATOR?

OF COURSE
NOT. THE KAYLAR
ARE CONTRACTED TO
CONSTRUCT AND REPAIR THE
FACILITIES, UNPER A VERY FAIR
COMPENSATION AGREEMENT.
AND THIS |S HOW THEY TREAT
US. ASSAULTING OUR

TECHNICIANS! SIMPLY
UNHEARD OF!

—_—

A TTINT
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AND |IF WE DON'T ACCEDE
TO THEIR PEMANDS, THOSE
BARBARIANS SAY THEY'LL BLOW
UP THE DPAM! COLONISTS ARE
ALREADY STARTING TO
FLEE THE PLANET!

=]

N

HM. THAT WOULD
MAKE A FRONTAL
ASSAULT RISKY. EITHER
TAKING THE FACILITY BY
FORCE OR BEAMING IN
PIRECTLY WOULD STILL
ALLOW THEM TO
DESTROY THE
DAM.

THIS SEEMS

LIKE A DECENT
ENOUGH PLAN,

WE DO HAVE A
WAY IN. THIS SERIES
OF WASTE DUCTS WAS
INSTALLED BEFORE THE
KAYLAR BEGAN
CONSTRUCTION ON THE
DAM. THEY MAY KNOW
ABOUT IT, BUT THEY
MAY NOT.

DO WE KNOW
HOW MANY OF
THE KAYLAR
PRESENTLY HOLD
THE PLANT?

THE ACCESS
PANELS OPEN UP
ONLY FOOTSTEPS AWAY
FROM THE DAM'S
PRIMARY TURBOLIFT. YOU
CAN GET ANYWHERE IN
THE POWER PLANT
FROM THERE.

OUR PEOPLE
REPORTED AT
LEAST TEN. BY NOW,
WHO KNOWS? THERE
ARE OVER 200
KAYLAR LABORERS A
ON VOTAR VII.

..L.ET U5 HOPE IT
POES NOT BECOME
NECESSARY.




WE ARE AT AN
IMPASSE, AND 1
SEE NO SOLUTION
THAT POES NOT
INVOLVE DIRECT
INTERVENTION.

IREERTARVARTI

WE'VE TRIED
EVERYTHING. 1
ATTEMPTED TO
MEET WITH THE

KAYLAR AND THEY

REFUSED TO

EVEN SEE US.

YFEIRERIAN S A EREER R I RIS RETTARIAY

N INIWAE

I’t}lllll‘lllll.l-lllllll

A

)

¥ THE LACK OF POWER ¢
THIS 15 1S BECOMING MORE OF A
BETWEEN THE © FEDERATION ; CONCERN FOR THE
A RIGELIANS INTERFERENCE RIGELIANS. WE CAN SUPFLY
WILL NOT BE GENERATORS, BUT THAT'S
! NOT A SOLUTION.

AND THE
RIGELIANS ARE
CONVINCED THE
KAYLAR INTEND

TO DESTROY

THE DAM.

THE PROJECT
IS ON THE VERGE
OF FAILURE. SOME
OF THE RIGELIANS
ARE PREPARING TO
ABANDON THE
COLONY. I THINK WE
NEED TO ACT.

IF YOU'RE

YOU'VE EXHAUST
POSSIBILITIES,
AUTHORIZE A
NON-LETHAL EFFORT
TO TAKE THE DAM

VERY WELL.
PROCEED WITH

/ CAUTION.
v
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ABOUT HOW
MUCH SER,

TEN MORE
METERS OR 50,

COMMANDER. GOOD
THING—THIS ISN'T THE
MOST PLEASANT
SMELL DOWN




PHASERS ON
STUN. WE NEED
THE ONE BY THE

37

REMEMBER,
OUR PRIMARY
GOAL 15 LOCATING
ANY EXPLOSIVES OR
ANY OTHER MEANS

DESTROYING
THE DAM.
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WORF! THERE'S
TOO MANY OF
THEM! WE'VE GOT
TO WITHDRAW!

WORF! SINGH'S
NOT GOING TO

MAKE IT! WE HAVE

WORF TO
ENTERPRISE!
EMERGENCY! FIVE
TO BEAM UP!

I WILL NOT LET |
YOU DESTROY

WHAT ARE \
YOU TALKING
ABOUTT! WE'D
NEVER DESTROY
OUR OWN

}”&\\;"\\ Is /

AN /
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WORSE, I THINK
THE RIGELIANS
HAVE MISLED ME
ABOUT THE NATURE
OF THE PISPUTE.

WHAT
HAPPENED,
WORF?

OUR PLAN DID
NOT SUCCEED. THE
KAYLAR WERE
MORE THAN READY
FOR U,

A

.\\



POCTOR CRUSHER
REFORTS THAT SINGH
WILL RECOVER. BUT
HOW CAN 1 SUCCEED
WHEN ONE SIDE LIES TO
ME, AND THE OTHER
SIDE REFUSES TO
NEGOTIATE!

THE KAYLAR
LEADER TOLD ME JUST
BEFORE WE BEAMED OUT
THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION
OF DAMAGING THE DAM.
I'M NO LONGER SURE
WHO OR WHAT TO
BELIEVE!

1 DON'T
LIKE FEELING... |
HELPLESS,

WORF, HAVE A TALLEYRAND WAS A
YOU EVER HEARD MASTER NEGOTIATOR
OF THE FRENCH UNDER THE OLD REGIME,

DIPLOMAT PURING THE REVOLUTION,
TALLEYRAND? . UNDER NAPOLEON,
AND EVEN AFTER
NAPOLEON.

HE MANAGED TO
NAVIGATE HIS WAY THROUGH
THAT TURBULENT PERIOD OF
FRENCH HISTORY, ALL WHILE

KEEPING HIS HEAD ON HIS
SHOULDERS—NO SMALL TASK
PURING THE TIME OF THE 4
GUILLOTINE.
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TALLEYRAND
BECAME FAMOUS NOT
ONLY FOR HIS SKILLS AT
NEGOTIATION, BUT ALSO
FOR HIS FLAMBOYANT
LIFE.

HE WAS ANOINTED
A BISHOF, BUT WAS
LATER EXCOMMUNICATED
BY THE CHURCH. HE HAD
NUMEROUS AFFAIRS
WITH WOMEN.

EVEN KNOWN
FOR ACCEPTING
BRIBES!

HE WAS A MAN OF
OBVIOUS CONTRADICTIONS,
BUT BECAUSE HE MADE THE

ART OF PIPLOMACY HIS OWN,
HE EXCELLED AT IT IN A WAY
ALMOST NO ONE ELSE HAS. HIS
SOLUTIONS WERE TYPICALLY
UNIQUE AND SUITED TO HIS
CHARACTER.

1 WONDER, MR.
WORF; IF THERE MIGHT
BE A RESOLUTION HERE
BEST ACHIEVED IF YOU
WERE TO FOLLOW YOUR

OWN SENSIBILITIES.

I SEE.
THANK YOU,
CAPTAIN.
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50 THE
MEETING WITH
CAFTAIN PICARD
WAS LESS THAN
PROPUCTIVE?

WELL, I POUBT HE

WANTS YOU TO EMULATE

THAT PART SPECIFICALLY.
1 WONPER IF HE'S RATHER
SUGGESTING THAT YOU
TAKE AN APPROACH TO

B THIS THAT IS UNIQUELY

YOUR OWN.

: PERHAPS
THERE 15.

RECOMMENDED 1
CONSIDER THE EXAMPLE
OF THE FRENCH
DIPLOMAT TALLEYRAND, A
RENOWNED SCOUNDREL
AND WOMANIZER.

MAYBE THERE'S
A "WORFIAN"

Bl SOLUTION TO THIS

PILEMMA,




7 ADMINISTRATOR
PAHTEL! LET US
CONFER.

I'Ve JUsT J
COME FROM A MOST

ENLIGHTENING MEETING R

WITH THE KAYLAR, AT
WHICH ONE OF MY MEN
WAS VERY NEARLY
KILLED.

THEY CLAIM
THEY'D NEVER
PREAM OF BLOWING
UP THE DAM. A MOST
DIFFERENT STORY THAN
WHAT WE'VE BEEN
TOLD.

WELL... PERHAPS
| THE THREAT WAS
A MERELY IMPLIED. AN
INFERENCE ON

ﬁ OUR PART?
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PERHAFS.
AND WHY WERE THE
KAYLAR SO AGAINST
OUR INVOLVEMENT IN
NEGOTIATIONS?

1 SEE.
SOMEHOW. THE FEDERATION
DISLIKES BEING MISLED,
ADMINISTRATOR, AS DO 1.
WE'LL BE LEAVING NOW, AND
WE'LL BE CERTAIN TO
RECOMMEND THAT ANY FUTURE
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS
GO ELSEWHERE.

WAIT! SURELY
AN ACCORD CAN
BE REACHED!

SURELY.
SHALL WE GO MEET
WITH THE KAYLAR,
ADPMINISTRATOR?

THE KAYLAR MAY
HAVE... SOMEHOW
GOTTEN THE
IMPRESSION THAT THE
FEDERATION WOULD BE
CALLED IN TO FORCIBLY
REMOVE THEM FROM
THE FACILITY.

GO0PD LUCK
WITH YOUR
DISPUTE.




S0 ALL OF THIS WAS
JUST OVER CONTRACT
RENEGOTIATIONS?

S0 |IT SEEMS.
WHEN THE RIGELIANS
REFUSED TO RENEW THE
CONTRACT AT THE SAME
RATE OF COMPENSATION,
THE KAYLAR ELECTED TO
REPOSSESS THE
POWER PLANT.

REMIND ME
NOT TO INCUR ANY
DEBT WITH THE
KAYLAR.

INDEED. I MUST
APMIT, I FIND
THEIR DIRECTNESS
REFRESHING.

Y’ REMAIN HERE IN
CASE COUNSELOR
TROI REQUIRES
ASSISTANCE. SHOULD
EITHER ATTEMPT TO
LEAVE THE TABLE,
FEEL FREE TO
BREAK HIS LEG.

ABSOLUTELY, Y
COMMANDER. /
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YES, THINGS ARE
UNDPER CONTROL.
PERHAPS IT WAS NOT
THE TEXTBOOK
DIPLOMATIC
SOLUTION, BUT IT
SUFFICED.

COMMANDER,
ABOUT THE
CAFTAING
ADVICE...

COMMANDER
RIKER!

@y

WORF! 1

UNDERSTAND

NEGOTIATIONS
ARE WELL
UNDER WAY.

IF HE KNOWS
WHAT HE WANTS ME
TO PO, WHY DOESN'T
HE SIMPLY GIVE ME THE
ORPERS! MUST HE
ALWAYS SPEAK IN
RIPDLES?

I SUPPOSE
I'VE JUST GOTTEN
USED TO IT.




S it
e " " -
CAPTAIN'G LOG, STARDATE 45937.2. IR A ‘ i '

8 THE ENTERFPRISE |15 ON SCHEDULE E

P T » L .
e . . JREIL e y
FOR A VISIT TO STARBASE Z15, e SR SN -5 CEhﬂDiET Three
SR FOR SOME MINOR REPAIRS AND : L R ' - _—
B EGUIPMENT REPLACEMENT. '

WHILE HERE, WE'LL ALSO BE DROPFING
OFF THE ROMULAN SPIES FROM THE
AFFAIR AT DAYSTROM ONE, FOR THEIR
EVENTUAL RETURN TO ROMULUS THROUGH
THE PROPER PIPLOMATIC CHANNELS.

THE ROMULANS HAVE GIVEN NO INDICATION
AS TO PRECISELY HOW THEY MANAGED TO

| INFILTRATE THE FACILITY, UNFORTUNATELY
LEAVING THIS A MYSTERY TO BE SOLVED
ELSEWHERE...

STARBASE
SECURITY HAS
INDICATED THEY'RE
READY TO RECEIVE
OUR GUESTS,
COMMANDER.

VERY GOOD. MY
MEN WILL ACCOMPANY
THE PRISONERS TO THE
STARBASE HOLPING
CELLS.



HEY, CHIEF;
WHERE'S MY
REPAIR
CREW?

JUsT

ARRIVING
NOW, SIR.

WELCOME
TO THE ENTERFRISE,
GENTLEMEN. I'M CHIEF
ENGINEER GEORD| LAFORGE. : T'LL HAVE
IF YOU'LL FOLLOW LIEUTENANT ‘ YOUR EQUIPMENT
BARCLAY, HE'LL SHOW YOU BEAMED DIRECTLY
TO ENGINEERING. = THERE.

i T

HOW PO
YOU PO IT,
O'BRIENT

50



H PO Y
KEEP YOUR SANITY,
COOPED UF IN HERE
WITH THE TRANSPORTERS
ALL PAY? PON'T YOU
EVER WANT A LITTLE 4
VARIETY? ‘

SOMETHING
DPIFFERENT, THATS
ALL—A CHANGE OF
SCENERY, A DIFFERENT
ASSIGNMENT. SOMETHING
BESIDES THIS CONSOLE
AND THAT CHAMBER.

GUESS 1
NEVER MUCH
I THOUGHT ABOUT IT.
IT SEEMS TO SUIT
ME FINE.

YOUVE GOT
TO LET ME GET
YOU OUT OF HERE
ONCE IN A WHILE,

» CHEF
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CAPTAING LOG, SUPPLEMENTAL. WITH
OUR REPAIRS COMPLETE AND OUR
UNWELCOME GUESTS ON THEIR WAY
HOME, WE HAVE DEPARTED STARBASE
215 AND ARE PROCEEPING TO THE
BARTON CLUSTER AS SCHEDULED.

CAFPTAIN! WE
ARE RECEIVING A
PRIORITY-1 DISTRESS
CALL FROM THE Us5
JACKSON.

SPECIFY,
MR. DATA?

NO OTHER
DETAILS, SIR. ONLY
THE PRIORITY-1 SIGNAL.
RECORDS SHOW THE
JACKSON AS HAVING LEFT
STARBASE 215 THREE
DAYS AGO.

A PRIORITY-1
ISN'T SOMETHING

3 THROW ARO! AGREED,
© THE;(éﬁ-rﬁ;L'UND NUMBER ONE.

\ FOR THE JACKSON.
WARP FACTOR 7.




NOW WITHIN
COMMUNICATIONS
RANGE OF THE
JACKSON, SIR.

OPEN A
CHANNEL, MR.

THIS IS CAPTAIN \
JEAN-LUC PICARD OF THE i
Uss ENTERPRISE. JACKSON, |
PO YOU REQUIRE f
ASSISTANCE?

CAPTAIN
PICARD! TO WHAT
DO WE OWE THE

PLEASURE OF
THIS VISIT?

. WE RECEIVED A
PRIORITY-1 DISTRESS
SIGNAL, CAPTAIN.

SURELY YOU'RE
AWARE OF IT?




A PRIORITY=1
FROM THE JACKSONT
WE DON'T HAVE AN
EMERGENCY... OH.
PAMN HIM.

A PRIORITY~1
SIGNAL 1S HARDLY
SOMETHING TO
TRIFLE WITH,
CAPTAIN. ITS
A SERIOUS

CAFTAIN,
DO YOU HAVE A
MOMENT TO SPEAK
PRIVATELY?

FIND THAT

7I6NAL ENSIGN, L
\ AND TURN IT

I KNOW,
CAPTAIN, AND I'M
SORRY. THERE 1S NO
EMERGENCY. WE'RE

WITH OUR NEW
ENGINEER.

CERTAINLY. HOW
ABOUT IF 1 BEAM
OVER WITH MY CHIEF
ENGINEER?




WELL. IT LOOKS
AS THOUGH YOU AND
1 ARE HEADING FOR

THE JACKSON, MR.
LAFORGE.

COULD CHIEF O'BRIEN
JOIN US? HE'S WORKED
ON EXCELSIOR-CLASS
VESSELS IN THE PAST

GO0D IDEA.
PLEASE LET
THE JACKSON
KNOW.

I'M NOT
REALLY SURE HOW
I'M GOING TO BE

OF ANY ASSISTANCE
WITH THIS.

1 TOLD YOu,

CHIEF; YOU NEED SOME
TIME OUT OF THIS ROOM.
BESIDES, YOU AND T KNOW

PERFECTLY WELL THAT

YOU'RE MORE THAN
FAMILIAR WITH THE
SYSTEMS ON THAT
» SHIP

A

TR

I WANT YOU TWO
TO CONFER WITH THE
JACKSON'S CHIEF ENGINEER
WHILE I TALK TO CAPTAIN
TRAVIS. PERHAPS THE TRUTH
LIES SOMEWHERE IN
THE MIDDLE.

1

WL Y HARE1 RO
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CARLL HASN'T BEEN
WITH US THAT LONG. MY
ORIGINAL CHIEF ENGINEER
RETIRED SIX WEEKS AGO,
AND THE TRANSITION...
WELL, IT HASN'T BEEN A
SMOOTH ONE.

I'VE HAD NOTHING
BUT COMPLAINTS ABOUT
HIM FROM HIS SUPPORT
STAFF, SAYING HE WON'T
DELEGATE, AND REFUSES

TO TAKE ANY SORT OF
SUGGESTION OR OFFERS

OF ASSISTANCE.

YOU MIGHT
SAY THAT. AS OF
THIS WEEK, CARLL
STARTED WARNING US
ABOUT PROBLEMS
THAT JUST AREN'T
THERE.

56

STILL, I
FIGURED, IT'S
NOTHING TO WORRY
ABOUT, JUST A PERIOD
OF ADJUSTMENT. IT'LL
SMOOTH ITSELF
OuT.

BUT
SOMETHING
CHANGED YOUR
MIND,




LOOK, I KNOW
IM NOT THE MOST
POPULAR FELLOW ON THIS
SHIP RIGHT NOW, BUT IM
TELLING YOU, WHEN 1 GOT £
HERE, THE JACKSON

WAS A MESS. '|

1 KNOW THAT,
BUT THAT DOESN'T
MEAN YOU KEEF YOUR
PROCEDURES IN
THE PAST!

MY PREDECESSOR
MUST NOT HAVE BELIEVED
TOO MUCH IN UPDATES, BECAUSE
MOST OF THE ENGINEERING
PROTOCOLS AND FAILSAFES
AROUND HERE DATED
BACK 15 YEARS.

MAYBE THAT
WAS WHY NO ONE
BELIEVED ME WHEN
I DISCOVERED THE
MANTLEAU
WAVE...

WELL, THE
EXCELSIOR CLASS
HAS BEEN AROUND

FOR DECADES...

ITS TAKEN ME
ALMOST EVERY MINUTE
SINCE I GOT HERE UPPATING
THINGS TO CURRENT SPECS
MYSELF BEFORE I CAN REASSIGN
MY CREW. THEY'D WORKED
WITH HIM SO LONG, THEY'RE
COMPLETELY RESISTANT
TO CHANGE!




AND EVEN
AFTER EVERY OTHER
ENGINEERING CREWMAN
ON THE SHIP CAME UP WITH ; -
FINALLY, 1 AND YOU'RE
NOTHING, CARLL STILL : : i oI

WOULDNT SHUT UP ABOUT ~HAD TO CONFINE HIM ,
THIS "MANTLEAY WAVE" HE _TO QUARTERS, AND HE ) NOTHING TO HIS

STILL MANAGED TO FIND CONCERN?
G PN
STREAM! ALL T}:iE wp:s/ ouT
: ERE!

GEORGE COULTON
WAS CHIEF ENGINEER OF
THE JACKSON FOR 15 YEARS,
AND HE SERVED UNDER ME FOR
THE LAST 18 MONTHS. I KNOW HIM.
HE TRAINED THOSE ENGINEERS
OUT THERE, AND IF THEY TELL ME
THERES NOTHING WRONG,
THERE'S NOTHING
WRONG.

THE CAPTAIN
CAN TALK ABOUT
HOW WELL COULTON
TRAINED HIS CREW ALL
HE WANTS, BUT I KNOW  THERE'S A SPORADIC,
WHAT I'VE BEEN UNPREDICTABLE MANTLEAL
SEEING. WAVE IN THE ANTI-MATTER —
STREAM, AND ALL IT NEEDS IS THE

RIGHT HARMONIC FREQUENCY TO == .
MATTER/ANTI-MATTER
CHAMBER, AND' THEN—
—AND THEN e AND THERE
THERE GOES THE W »

GOES THE
WARP CORE. PRI JACKSON.




A MANTLEAU WAVE
IS EXCEEDINGLY RARE,
CARLL. WARP DRIVES
WERE RECONFIGURED TO
ELIMINATE THEM EVEN
BEFORE THE INTROPUCTION
OF THE OLD CON ]
CLASS STARSHIPS. THERE'S
NO REASON YOU SHOULD
BE SEEING THEM.

1 KNOW THAT,
LAFORGE. BUT IT DOESN'T
MEAN I'M WRONG. AND IT'LL

BE SMALL COMFORT TO THE
428 SOULS LOST WHEN THE
JACKSON BLOWS UP LIKE
A SUPERNOVA.

I'M SORRY YOU
WASTED YOUR TIME,
CAPTAIN. BUT THERE'S
NOTHING WRONG WITH MY
SHIP EXCEPT FOR ITS CHIEF
ENGINEER, A SITUATION I PLAN
TO RECTIFY IN THE MOST
IMMEDIATE FUTURE. IF
YOU'LL EXCUSE ME.
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WELL, GENTLEMEN?
CAPTAIN TRAVIS REMAINS
CONVINCED THAT THERE'S

NOTHING WRONG WITH THE
ENGINES. HE CERTAINLY
HAS NO CONFIDENCE

IN MR. CARLL. i

-

A\ |
N

N

AND YOU,
CHIEF? YOU SEEM
RATHER QUIET.

AGREED. 1 THINK
I CAN CONVINCE CAPTAIN
TRAVIS TO LET THE TWO OF
YOU ACCOMPANY MR. CARLL
TO ENGINEERING, MERELY AS A
PRECAUTION. THEN I'LL RETURN §
TO THE ENTERFPRISE WHILE A8
YOU RUN A FULL
PIAGNOSTIC...

CARLL DOES
SEEM A LITTLE
OVERWROUGHT, AND A
MANTLEAU WAVE |5

A\ PRETTY FAR-FETCHED,
A BUT.. IM INCLINED TO
BELIEVE HIM.

I DON'T KNOW,
SIR. I WAS TRAINED TO
VALUE LOYALTY OVER ALL,

AND IF TRAVIS TRUSTS ~  EXCEPT. WHAT IF

SINE. WE LEAVE, AND THEN
”J?é’“ég ﬁgﬁ‘ﬁggﬁ' THE WORST HAPPENS?
TO AGREE. I COULDN'T LIVE

WITH THAT.




FORTUNATE, THE
TRUTH MAY
REVEAL ITSELE"

NOTHING.
NOTHING THAT
EN RESEMBLES
A MANTLEAU -~
, I DON'T
WAVE. UNDERSTAND IT.
EVERY TIME I'VE TRIED
RE-ROUTING THIS PLASMA
FLOW, IT'5 INSTIGATED
THE WAVE. LET ME TRY
MOVING IT THROUGH THE
SUBORDINATE
JUNCTION...

I DON'T KNOW N

ABOUT YOU, CHIEF; ..

Fw ] _® BUT M STARTING [ 5
TO THINK THIS 15 A o |

WILD GOOSE ==l Sn
. CHASE. A

WE'RE ALMOST
THROUGH THE
LEVEL 3 DIAGNOSTIC.
NOT MUCH WE CAN DO [
PAST THAT WITHOUT  §

PULLING INTO A :
SPACEDOCK. L.ET’S HOPE IT
DOESN'T COME

TO THAT..




I\ | WHOA! 15
| THAT WHAT I
) THINK IT 167 A

Yy A MANTLEAU
WAVE! LOOKS LIKE 4
SOMEONE OWES
CARLL AN
APOLOGY!

[
Y 1 2=
oo iy

SURE LOOKS
LIKE IT. THAT'S HOW
ITS LOOKED IN ALL

THE SIMULATIONS
I'VE SEEN.

PRESENT
COMPANY
INCLUDED.

|

4
D.'

I1SAW IT,
ALL RIGHT,

il AND IM STILL

SEEING IT.




EMERGENCY. WARP CORE BRERCH

IMMINENT. ESTIMRTED TIME
UnTIL BREBCH: 17 MINUTES.

YOU KNOW,

1 TAKE VERY
LITTLE PLEASURE
HERE IN BEING
RIGHT...

\‘ EMERGENLCY. WARP CORE BRERCH
= (MMINENT. ESTIMATED TIME UOTIL
§ BRERCH: 17 MNUTES.

WHAT THE

HELL? ENGINEERING,
REPORT! CARLL, WHAT

PP You po?!

THIS 1S LAFORGE.
YOUR CHIEF ENGINEER
WAS RIGHT, CAPTAIN. THERE'S
A MANTLEAU WAVE BUILPING IN
THE ANTI-MATTER STREAM,
AND IT'S ALREADY BEGUN
INSTIGATING A WARP
CORE BREACH.

WEVE GOT JUST
UNDER 17 MINUTES TO
TRY AND COUNTER THIS
SOMEHOW... BUT IN THE
MEANTIME, YOU NEED
TO MAKE SOME
ARRANGEMENTS.
LAFORGE OUT.




= PICARD! CARLL
N WAS RIGHT! WE'VE
GOT A WARP CORE
BREACH IN 15 J8
MINUTES!

LAFORGE AND
O'BRIEN ARE STILL
OVER THERE.

AND WE MUST
TRUST THEM TO
PO THEIR JOBS, ) !

NUMBER ONE. AN ER ROOMS.

N HERE AND

OVER AS MANY AS

WE CAN BEFORE WE'RE

FORCED TO JUMP
TO WARF.
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ESTIMATED TIME UNTIL
BRERCH: 14 MINUTES.

TRANSPORTER l I l l ‘

ROOMS 1, 3 AND 4 ARE
ALSO IN OPERATION. ALL
CREWMEN REPORT TO
NEAREST TRANSPORTER

THIS DOESN'T
THE WAVE'S - MAKE ANY SENSE! THIS
TRIANGULATION 4 SHIP WAS SPECIFICALLY
DESIGNED TO DISPERSE A
WILDLY. MAYBE WE # MANTLEAU WAVE BEFORE
CAN COUNTER IT ' IT COULD EVER AFFECT

_ SOMEHOW... A THE WARP CORE. THIS

- 5 { CAN'T HAPPEN.

WE DON'T HAVE
TIME TO RECALIBRATE
THE SYSTEM. THERE'S

GOT TO BE SOMETHING
CAUSING THIS. NOW THAT
ITS FULLY REALIZED,
CAN'T WE TRACK THE
WAVE EMANATION TO
ITS SOURCE?

LET ME GIVE

THAT A SHOT...
NEVER HAD THERE IT /5!
THE CHANCE JEFFERIES TUBE ~
BEFORE... 37A. FOLLOW
MEe!
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THE WAVE
1S EMANATING
FROM SOMEWHERE
BETWEEN SEGMENTS
15 AND 17!

CARLL. WHAT
THE HELL 1S

—— A |
——a -
p— :-..’ JACKSON'S
] Q . COMPUTERS ESTIMATE R ‘
- i : EIGHT MINUTES UNTIL
. WARP CORE BREACH. ONLY
' ""'J TWO MINUTES REMAINING
\ BEFORE WE MUST DEPART

FOR MINIMUM SAFE
DISTANCE.

¥ HOW MANY
§ ON BOARD THE
JACKSON ARE
STILL TO BE
EVACUATED? APPROXIMATELY
25 PERCENT
REMAINING.

(13



\
\ \( \{\ YOUR
THAT'S NOT A
| STARFLEET 155U, T AINE.
‘,_————;;— B WAt DO You \ , i
——— THINK? <\ I ;
—

NG
/

= (NS

RS
WHARP CORE BREACH RVERTED. pée\A\\
BLL SYSTEMS MOMINAL. " WSS

WHATEVER
YOU'RE DOING
UP THERE, IT
WORKED!

THAT'S NOT
s I e STARFLEET
» S

ENGINEERING!
ARE WE
CLEAR?

CLEAR. I THINK
WE FOUND THE
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)RGE, CHEEF
CAPTAIN TRAVIS
T INFORMED ME THAT
KSON HAS C Ol
FTER A FULL PIAGNOSTIC
WITH NO MORE "UNEXPECTED
PRESENTS" ABOA
PROGRESS ON DIS
ITS PURPOSE?

T I

QUESTIONS THAN
IT ANSWERS.

WHAT THIS LITTLE
CONTRAPTION DOES
IS CREATE AN ILLUSION

NSTABILITY
Y SYSTEM ITS
ATTACHED TO.

WE HAVEN'T F - CONTEN
Y FiGuRED THAT ¥ , ; , T?::? JAC
WHAT WE DO KNO ' o SABOTAGED AT A
) ) . 7o A, STARBASE?T

(]



THAT WAS OU
C A

SINCE THE KSON'S
LAST STOP WAS THE
SAME AS OURS, THAT

GOT US THINKING...

..WHICH LED US
TO THIS IN ONE
OF OUR OWN WARP
JUNCTIONS.

UNPER
OUR VERY
NOSES...

..AND THIS
L HAVE HAD

I TAKE IT?

THE SAME
EFFECT, YES. THE
ONLY DIFFERENCE

IS THE TIMING.
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THIS ONE WAS
SET TO TRIGGER AS SOON
AS WE GOT WITHIN RANGE OF
STARBASE 217. IT EVEN FACTORED IN
OUR MOST RECENT ORDERS SO AS
TO MAKE CERTAIN THAT THE FALSE
MANTLEAU WAVES WOULD SHOW UP
PRECISELY WHEN HEADING TO
STARBASE Z17 MADE THE
MOST SENSE.

WHAT KIND OF |
SABOTAGE DOESN'T
PO ANY DAMAGE? AND
WHY THESE TWO

VESSELS?

15 IT POS5IBLE
WE'RE BEING LED
SOMEWHERE?
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' THREE
NUMBER g— SHIPS. WE'VE
ONE. & TRIED HAILING THEM |

l’ ]
PAKLEDS,
/ PTAlN.

REPEATEDLY...

..BUT THEY"VE \
REJECTED ALL ATTEMPTS AT W

CONTACT, AND HAVE MAINTAINED
A HIGH-SPEED INTERCEPT
COURSE WITH THE ENTERPRISE. NORMALLY,
PAKLED SHIPS WOULD ¥
BE NO THREAT TO THE
; ENTERPRISE, SIR.
\'W BUT SENSORS
\ INDICATE THAT THESE
Y SHIPS HAVE HAD THEIR
e WEAPONS SYSTEMS
— SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCED.
f%\ I RECOMMEND A
TN DEFENSIVE

POSTURE.

VERY WELL,
o MR. WORF.
\ SHIELDS UP. J8

it 2
¥ ey, .
L7
E (I,
(] :




YEAH,

f 4 . DON'T REMIND
. : ME. up
\\ ) o 1 - EEREL
=
1 r\{ % o .
‘K\‘? Q Mz
\ < -
ol )
If
=\
3
PAKLEDS =
TYPICALLY PO ;
NOT BEHAVE THIS : ‘
AGGRESSIVELY. THE N\ L
PAKLED CREW THAT ] ;
KIDNAPPED ‘
GEORDI—
——— ;,_,/ f"
& THEY ARE
—— b BEGINNING AN
== ATTACK RUN,
SR, . S
WHAT? THIS 15 —
RIDICULOUS. DATA, —
GET ME THEIR \\ﬂ 1
L COMMANDER. - iy
i ul @
. F A
é‘-‘ ¥ i
] Y f -
i v — e
— i i R
1 o
\
\ PAKLED
VESSELS! CEASE N/ 4
HOSTILITIES OR WE N\
WILL BE FORCED
TRYING, e \ [ A~
* ) OURSELVES. \ -
5IR. THEIR \ “Suge
COMMUNICATION \ ez
SYSTEM 15 - ‘ 7/
REMARKABLY WE HAVE NO \ e
PRIMITIVE. HOSTILE INTENT \

TOWARDS YOU.



You
THINK WE ARE
STUPID.

ARE SMART. WE
WILL DPESTROY
YOUR SHIE

WE HAVE NO
DISAGREEMENT
WITH YOU. SURELY,
LET Us TALK...

REQUEST DENIED.
WE WILL... SCAVENGE THE
REMAINS OF YOUR SHIP FOR
TECHNOLOGY AND MATERIALS
THAT WE CAN USE TO EXPAND OUR
EMPIRE OR SELL TO THE HIGHEST
BIPDERS. PREPARE... FOR... 4
OUR... ATTACK...

EXPAND THEIR
EMPIRE? THERE'S
| NO FAKLED EMPIRE.
DEANNA, WHY ARE
THEY TALKING
LIKE THAT?




THREE DIRECT 7 A
HITS. SHIELDS DOWN NINE
PERCENT, THEIR DISRUPTOR 2

BEAMS ARE SURPRISINGLY
EFFECTIVE. SENSORS SHOW
THAT THEIR DRIVE SYSTEMS

HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANTLY

ENHANCED, CAPTAIN.

COMMANDER
RIKER IS RIGHT,
CAPTAIN. SOMETHING
IS NOT RIGHT

WORF, PUT
SOME DISTANCE
BETWEEN US AND &

THOSE SHIPS. =

WHAT DO
YOU MEAN,

SOMETHING
OR SOMEONE
IS CONTROLLING
THEIR MINDS. THEIR
ACTIONS ARE NOT
THEIR OWN.

Y CAFTAIN, THEY

ARE COMING IN

1 AGAIN. THIS TIME

A ON A COLLISION
cou

v
|

Wi

PL WL |




TOO LATE,
CAPTAIN. THEY ARE
COMING N TOO
GQUICKLY.

PREFARE FOR
IMPACT!

DATA,
ANALYSIS!

OUR SHIEELDS
WILL HOLD, CAPTAIN.
BUT AT THAT SPEED,
THE PAKLED SHIPS WILL
LIKELY BE PULVERIZED
BY THE IMPACT.

e - L.
H o "
e *,
e, 9. - ..
-.. " ey sn Whiag T
-
2
o
. . . o K
L TT— - . N
b LT ot N ., =
.
bl "8 ] —
. vt >
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oS ' i ALL THREE PAKLED
; x ; VESSELS HAVE BEEN
PESTROYED, SIR. SHIELDS
AT 78 PERCENT. DAMAGE
TO HULL INTEGRITY
NEGLIGIBLE.

—
DATA. 1S I
THERE ANY WAY 1
TO BACKTRACK THE |
PIRECTION FROM WHICH
THE PAKLED SHIPS

TRAVELED? ’ :

I BELIEVE S0,
SIR. PAKLED VESSELS ARE
NOTORIOUSLY ILL-MAINTAINED
AND INEFFICIENT. IF IT IS UNCLEAN |
ENOUGH, I MAY BE ABLE TO
TRACE THE RADIATION FROM
THEIR ENGINE'S PLASMA
EXHAUST.

I HAVE IT, SIR.

THE PLASMA TRAIL
LEADS BACK TO THE
SIXTH PLANET IN THE

BARUGON SYSTEM. IT IS
FAIRLY CLOSE, LESS
THAN FOUR HOURS
AWAY AT CURRENT
SPEED.

CAPTAIN, THEIR
MINDS WERE COMPLETELY
ENSLAVED SOMEHOW. IF
THERE'S A CHANCE THAT MORE
OF THEM ARE SUFFERING
THIS KIND OF PSYCHIC
SUBJUGATION, WE MUST
INTERVENE.

AGREED,

COUNSELOR. AS WE'RE
COUNTING ON YOUR EXPERTISE IN THESE
MATTERS, ASSEMBLE AN AWAY TEAM AND

PREFARE TO BEAM DOWN.
AND COUNSELOR...



19

THE PLACE LOOKS
DESERTED. COUNSELOR, }
ARE YOU GETTING
ANYTHING?

WE'RE JUST NOT

LOOKING IN THE RIGHT HiSs

PLACE. DICKERSON,

DECAMBRA, YOU TWO i

COVER ME.




ONLY ONE
WAY TO FIND
OUT, RI—

SIGNS OF
HABITATION HERE,
AT LEAST.

THIS DOORWAY

LOOKS LIKE TS

BEEN RECENTLY
SEALED OFF.

YES. THESE
WELD MARKS WERE
MADE BY A LASER TORCH.
THIS POOR DOESN'T FEEL
PARTICULARLY STURDY,
THOUGH.




HAPPENED TO S
HE REST OF THE [N
AWAY TEAM? |5 S

EVERYTHI—

'”//7,/ S
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S
TRANSPORTER
ROOM TO THE
CAPTAIN!

Bt [[f
" CAPTANN, ‘

TROI, PR. CRUSHER AND -
ENSIGN RO JUST RETURNED TO (==
THE ENTERFR/SE—ALONE—AND —

WHEN I ASKED THEM WHERE THE
REST OF THE AWAY TEAM WAS,
ENSIGN RO ABOUT NEAR
TOOK MY HEAD OFF.

" YES SR I
JUST CAME TO.
THEY'RE GONE

NOW.

PICARD TO
AWAY TEAM, REFPORT!
DICKERSON, DECAMBRA,
REPORT!

NO RESPONSE.
COMPUTER, LOCATE \\
COUNSELOR TRO,
DR. CRUSHER AND

ENSIGN RO.

COUMNSELOR
TRO/, OR. CRLISHER
Arig ENsiGN RO ARE HRMPH. THEY'VE
i1 TRAMSPORTER DISCARDED THEIR
ROOM THREE. COMBADGES. NOW THE
COMPUTER CAN'T LOCATE
THEM. LIEUTENANT WORF;
PUT OUT AN ALL-STATIONS
ALERT. I WANT TO
KNOW WHERE
THEY ARE...

: — —= COUNSELOR
".AND I WANT TO KNOW |} TROI, POCTOR CRUSHER,
WHERE THEY'RE GOING." YOU NEED TO COME WITH

ORDERS. NICE
AND EASY.
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A SIMILAR
SITUATION
OCCURRING WoULP
SEEM UNLIKELY,
COMMANDER.
HOWEVER...

EVIDENCE /5
COMPELLING.

TO BRIDGE,
REPORT! WHERE
ARE THEY?

BEEN SPOTTED
LEAVING A TURBOLIFT
ON DECK EIGHT,
NUMBER ONE.

BRIPGE.

84

THIS 15
RIPICULOUS.

[k PRISONERS. THIS 15
GETTING TO BE A HABIT
AROUND HERE.

WE'RE TOO
LATE. ARE THEY
STILL ALIVE?

AFFIRMATIVE.
THEIR INJURIES
APPEAR SERIOUS
BUT NOT
FATAL.
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— /4||‘

‘ . SHE

F fAN'z\Q(’Jfﬁé'AE ) APPEARS TO
CAl = BE IN A STATE
ME?T DATA, IS L O; CATATONIA

b SHE— " 4 COMMANDER.

7’

COMMANDER,
WE HAVE NO WAY OF

KNOWING IF THE SECURITY R | UNDERSTOOD,
OFFICER'S PHASER STUN . : DATA. WE'LL JUST
TRIGGERED ENSIGN RO'S L % HAVE TO TRY AND GET
CATATONIA. NOR IF THE ] \ BY WITHOUT PHASERS
CONDITION |15 | . IF WE CAN.
PERMANENT. ' T

RESTRAIN THE
POCTOR. I'M GOING
TO SEE IF 1 CAN GET

THROUGH TO
) DEANNA.

My %
W UNPERSTOOD, -
A







DEANNA, IT'S
ME. IT'S WILL.
EVERYTHING 15 ALL
RIGHT NOW.

BREAK
THROUGH THIS,
DEANNA. COME

BACK TO ME. YOU
CAN DO IT.

e lf:\\‘ Q\':. \\V 0\ = A (A \ A — RS \
N A NN AV A
fl MR AN
/«///ﬁ%y WX\ &7 /////\\g/v‘/t\“-__/

ﬁ

DPATA TO
BRIDGE. SITUATION
1S UNDER CONTROL.
THE BATTLE BRIDGE
15 SECURE. PLEASE
SUMMON MEDICAL AND
Y TEAMS
DIATELY.




CAFTAIN'S LOG, SUPPLEMENTAL.

I'VE SENT COMMANDER s ! J - COUNSELOR
RIKER AND LT. WORF BACK e . G TRO|I REMEMBERS
POWN TO FIND OUT WHAT ! RN ~ ?' NOTHING OF WHAT
HAPPENED TO OUR i) LI . HAPPENED POWN
MISSING PERSONNEL AND [ q - o . v HERE, SELAR?
TO DISCOVER A WAY TO W, ‘ 8

TREAT DR. CRUSHER AND

ENSIGN RO, WHO BOTH

REMAIN UNDER THE

CONTROL OF SOME SORT

OF EXTERNAL FORCE.

NO, SHE DOES
NOT. DR, CRUSHER

(S [

-

COMMANDER! Y
OVER HERE! S

OF THIS. ARE

THEY... 4

THEY
ARE DEAD,
COMMANDER.

BURN MARKS
INDICATE
PISRUPTOR
FIRE.

COMMANDER,
LOOK AT

WHOA. THAT
LOOKS FAMILIAR.
NEVER THOUGHT
1I'D SEE ONE OF
THESE AGAIN.




” A FERENGI
¥ THOUGHT-MAKER!
I'M ALL TOO FAMILIAR
WITH THAT WRETCHED |
DEVICE. COULD THE
FERENG| BE BEHIND
ALL THIS? /

- I'M NOT SURE,
CAPTAIN. WHILE IT’S DEFINITELY
Y OF FERENGI ORIGIN, IT'S BEEN
SUBTLY MOPDIFIED WITH THE SAME
SORT OF TECHNOLOGY I FOUND IN
THE EARLIER DEVICES PLANTED
] . ON THE ENTERPRISE AND
- THE JACKSON.
da )

e | cornoer
3 LAFORGE

R DEACTIVATED IT,
B CAPTAIN...

GOO0D. AND
THE SECURITY
OFFICERS?
..AND THE NEURAL
IMPULSES TO ENSIGN RO
AND DR. CRUSHER HAVE
STOPPED. THEY'RE

BESIDES, I
HAVE A HARD TIME
SEEING WHY THE FERENGI
WOULD BOTHER WITH
SUCH AN ELABORATE PLAN.
WHERE'S THE PROFIT
- IN IT?

ALL THREE
WERE KILLED
BY DISRUPTOR

FIRE.

THEY WERE
CAUGHT BY
SURPRISE.

FIRST, WE'RE
BEING LED AROUND BY
THE NOSE, AND NOW MY

PEOPLE ARE PYING. I'VE
HAD ENOUGH. LET'S
GET TO THE BOTTOM




S
N

A

NIW/AK
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CLEARLY
THIS IS5 A
TRAF.

THE INTENT WAS

§ TO TRY TO PIVERT
) US HERE... TO THE

KAFARI TIBB

: THE MESSAGE
y THIS TIME |15 FAR LESS
SUBTLE. THE QUESTION
REMAINS—WHY GO TO
ALL THIS TROUBLE
TO PIRECT US
SOMEPLACE?

ANOTHER
RIDDLE. ONLY
F NOW THE GAME
HAS TURNED
DEADLY.

IT WOULD
BE A TRAP IF
WE DIDN'T KNOW
SOMETHING'S
WAITING FOR
us.

AS OF
NOW, ITS AN
APFOINTMENT—AND
ONE I INTEND TO
KEEFR




CAPTAIN'G LOG, STARDATE 45939.6. s - i ( Ehl]l]h!l Five
THE ENTERPRISE, IT SEEMS, 15 A TARGET. : P 1 _— .

tene

AFTER TWO ATTEMPTS AT SABOTAGE, WE
REMAIN ON THE ALTERED COURSE SUPPLIED
BY OUR MYSTERIOUS PUPPETEERS.

1 HOPE TO PISCOVER THE INTENT BEHIND
THESE ATTACKS AND PUT A HALT TO THEM

SN

1 DISLIKE BEING THE VICTIM OF
PETTY MANIPULATIONS. NOW 1
INTEND TO RETURN THE FAVOR AND
{ MAKE USE OF A PEGREE OF
SUBTERFUGE OF MY OWN TO FIND
OUT WHO'S BEEN BEHIND ALL THIS.
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l CAPTAIN. WE

ARE RECEIVING A
DISTRESS SIGNAL
FROM THE PRIME
MINISTER'S OFFICE
OF THE PLANET
RETE MIRE.

OF COURSE
| WE ARE, MR
DATA. RIGHT ON
SCHEDULE.

ENTERFPRISE! PRAISE THE FATES! 1 AM VICE CHANCELLOR
BRANAS OF RETE MIRE'S RULING COUNCIL. OUR CHANCELLOR
HAS FALLEN VICTIM TO AN ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT! OUR
SURGEONS PO EVERYTHING THEY CAN, BUT STILL HE
FALTERS. WE HAD JUST MADE THE CALL TO THE
FEPERATION FOR ASSISTANCE—CAN
YOU HELP Us?

OF COURSE,
VICE CHANCELLOR.
WE SHALL ARRIVE

WITH A MEDICAL
TEAM AT ALL
SPEED.
MANY THANKS,
CAPTAIN!

\

\ _ ;
1 _ ‘
" _ W B DATA ITWANT
~* % - YOU TO ACCOMPANY
A : ! o

50, IT SEEMS
WE'VE ARRIVED \ ; SOMEONE
EXACTLY WHEN WE'RE N\ \ MAY HAVE GONE TO A
NEEDED. HOW : : . REAT DEAL OF TROUBLE TO
. CONVENIENT. . " ET US HERE, AND IT'S VERY
N - \ POS5IBLE THAT DR.

CRUSHER 15 THE
_— TARGET.,




I'M BEAMING
YOU TO JUST OUTSIDE THE
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL

FACILITY,
W

RETE MIRE
IS NOT A MEMBER OF
THE FEDPERATION, BUT IT IS AN
AFFILIATED WORLD WITH FULL
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. YOU SHOULD
HAVE NO REASON TO FEAR, POCTOR—BUT
1 SUSPECT THIS ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT
HAS SOMETHING TO |
ATTACKS O (=
STAY ALERT, STAY IN
CONTACT.

WE'RE
IN LUCK.
THEY'VE ALREADY
BROUGHT THE
ITEM.




FASCINATING—THIS
STRUCTURE APPEARS
ANCIENT, BUT IS ACTUALLY
OF RECENT CONSTRUCTION.
1 WONDER IF THIS
CULTURE IS RELATED




MR. LAFORGE.
HAVE YOU GOT
HIM?

CRUSHER TO
ENTERFRISE!

GO AHEAD, CAFTAIN, DATA |15

POCTOR. GONE. AS WE WERE

ARRIVING AT THE MEDICAL
CENTER, TWO FIGURES JUST

APPEARED AND SNATCHED

HIM UP BEFORE WE

COULD EVEN
REACT.

JUST
APPEAREDP?

YES, SOME SORT
OF TRANSPORT BEAM.
CAPTAIN—WHATEVER ELSE 1S
GOING ON HERE, THE SITUATION
WITH THEIR CHANCELLOR IS VERY
SERIOUS. IF THERE'S EVEN A
CHANCE TO SAVE HIM, I'D
NEED TO OPERATE
IMMEDIATELY.

UNDERSTOOD.
CARRY ON,
PICARD

YouU
DIPN'T SEEM
TOO SURPRISED
ABOUT DATA'S
DISAPPEARANCE,
CAPTAIN.

DATA AND 1
DISCUSSED JUST SUCH A

POSSIBILITY AFTER THE ROMULANS
EXPRESSED THEIR INTEREST IN HIM BACK
i ON DAYSTROM ONE. WITH THE ASSISTANCE

OF MR. LAFORGE, WE PLACED A
SUBCUTANEOUS HOMING BEACON IN
b, PATA'S FOREARM, SHOULD SUCH AN
INCIPENT RECUR.

l YES, SIR! HE'S STILL

ON RETE MIRE, BUT HE'S
SOME 600 MILES AWAY, IN THE
MIPDLE OF A DESERT. LONG-RANGE
SCANNERS SHOW A VERY LARGE
STRUCTURE THERE. IT LOOKS LIKE A
HUGE CONTAINMENT UNIT OF SOME
SORT, AND IT'S PARTIALLY SHIELDED
TO MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO
DETECT

EXCELLENT.
FORWARD THE
COORPINATES TO
TRANSPORTER CHIEF

O'BRIEN. NUMBER ONE AND
MRE. WORF, IF YOU’LL
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ONLY THREE OF
Us? CAPTAIN, YOU
SHOULD STAY ON THE

ENTERFRISE. THIS HAS

TO BE A TRAF.

CAFPTAIN, THE SHIELD
AROUND THAT FACILITY
IS INTERFERING WITH THE
TRANSPORTER. I CAN RELIABLY

BEAM ONLY THREE OF YOU
B DPOWN FOR NOW. g

MM-HMM.

{ UNDERSTOOPD,
CHIEF: RIKER AND
WORF, YOU'RE
WITH ME.

FORGET [T,
NUMBER ONE. 1
WANT TO GET TO
THE BOTTOM OF
THIS MYSELF

I'™M
GOING TO BEAM
YOU PIRECTLY TO DATA'S
COORPDINATES,
SIR.

VERY
GO0D, CHEEF:
ENERGIZE.



99



AFTER OUR SHIF, THE
HAAKONA, AND THE ENTERFRISE
PISCOVERED THE ICONIAN
HOMEWORLD IN THE NEUTRAL ZONE
SOME YEARS AGO, WE BECAME
VERY INTERESTED IN THE POWERFUL
ICONIAN TECHNOLOGY. WE'VE

CONSTRUCTED
THIS POME TO
§l WORK UNDETECTED

: : J M) IN PEACE AND
FINALLY, OUR Ea SOLITUDE.

SEARCHING WAS
SUCCESSFUL—WE FOUND
ANOTHER ICONIAN GATEWAY LIKE \ g
THE ONE ON THEIR HOMEWORLD.
THAT PISCOVERY LED US TO THIS
SITE, AND WHAT WE BELIEVED TO
BE A SIMILAR DIMENSIONAL
GATEWAY HIPDEN IN THIS
MOUNTAINSIDE. -

/ LET ME GUESS. X4
YOU COULDN'T FIGURE
OUT HOW TO OPERATE
THIS NEW DISCOVERY, 5O
YOU PECIPED TO KIDNAP
MY OFFICER TO PO IT

WELL, NOT
EXACTLY, PICARD.
WE DP/P MANAGE
TO OPEN IT.




BUT IT TURNED
OUT THAT OUR
ATTEMPTS TO OPEN THIS
GATEWAY ACTUALLY CREATED
WHAT OUR SCIENTISTS CAN

TO WHERE IT LEADS... IT'S NOT
SOMEWHERE ONE WOULD &
LIKE TO VISIT.

AFTER THE FIRST ONE
CAME THROUGH, IT KILLED
FOUR OF MY MEN. FORTUNATELY,
WE WERE ABLE TO KILL IT AND PUT
UP THIS TEMPORARY FORCE-FIELD
BARRIER BEFORE THE RIFT GOT
LARGER AND MORE OF... WHATEVER
THOSE ARE.. CAME THROUGH. WE STILL
CANNOT CLOSE THE RIFT, AND WE
CALCULATE WE HAVE THREE DAYS
BEFORE THEY FINALLY BREAK
DOWN THE BARRIER THROUGH
SHEER FORCE OF
NUMBERS.

AND IT
GETS WORSE, PICARD.
PROBES WE HAVE SENT INSIDE
THE RIFT INDICATE SOMETHING
ELSE IN THERE—SOMETHING
MAMMOTH. WE HAVE NO IDEA WHAT |
ITS ARRIVAL COULD DO TO THIS
PLANET, THIS SYSTEM—AND
IN TIME, THE
EMPIRE.




. WE DON'T N
[ NeeD 7HEIR HeLR JS

I'VE FIGURED

THIS OUT.
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I'M GOING TO
CLOSE THE RIFT.

MY PLAN WILL [
4
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"REACTING IN
THE APPROPRIATE
MANNER,” DATA.

WHERE DID THAT
THING GO7

IT APFEARS
TO BE TRYING TO
FREE ITS BRETHREN. THE
FORCE FIELD HAS RETAINED
ITS INTEGRITY. IT SHOULP
HOLD FOR THE
MOMENT.
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MR. WORF!
WELL
DONE.

I THOUGHT
WE NEEDED A
BIGGER
STICK.
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W W witH THeSE N
B DEMONS? HARDLY.
: WE'VE SEEN NO
SIGNS OF
INTELLIGENCE.
YOU'RE WELCOME

i
1
TO TRY IT, IF YOU
@ WANT TO WASTE

SOMETHING'S \B N
othipc SHEZ_EEEING 1
B Ol
(g TeCH The ' APPEARS TO VARY -
e IN INTENSITY. HAVE [
\ ‘ - YoU TRIED THE !
UNIVERSAL
' / S TRANSLATOR? " y
\ /ﬁ . ’r'»,-._,;&
\ :-._%:\_\“ }
S RN7 AN Now N
Wi ﬁ EVEN MORE OF
(CN RR\ THAT UNNATURAL N -
S R\, SHRIEKING! &
-
[ D=0 —

YOUR TIME.

LELN
Ve ~
TURN THAT
DAMNED THING
'\ - s Y

~ 15 YOUR BLOODY BN
| MESS—HOW ARE [N
N\ WE GOING TO GET g
OUT OF IT?




UNFORTUNATELY, THIS
PLAN WOULD REQUIRE

MOPIFICATIONS ON THE
OTHER SIDE OF
THE BARRIER.

CAPTAIN, USING
THE CALCULATIONS OF
THE ROMULANS AND MY
KNOWLEDGE OF ICONIAN
TECHNOLOGY, I THINK I
HAVE A WAY TO CLOSE
THE RIFT.
IF WE FLOOD
THE POWER JUNCTIONS OF
THE ICONIAN CIRCUITRY WITH
A HIGHLY CHARGED PLASMA
FLOW, THE RESULTING
EXPLOSION SHOULD
SEAL THE RIFT.

- ! OUT OF THE 188
S QUESTION. A‘

AT

1 AM THE LOGICAL
CHOICE; I HAVE THE
FASTEST REACTION TIME
AND AM FAMILIAR WITH
THE TECHNOLOGY.

YOU'D NEVER GET
BACK BEFORE THOSE
MONSTERS WERE ON YOU.
IS THERE ANOTHER WAY THAT
POESN'T REQUIRE YOUR
SACRIFICE, DATA?







YES, THERE 15.
YOUR MAN DYING
INSTEAD OF MINE. YOU
HEARD THE BEAST. IT
WON'T REST UNTIL ALL
OF U5, THIS PLANET, §

FEAR NOT, PICARD. SHOULD THE
CENTURION FAIL, YO!

OUR
CHANCE AT SACRIFICE.
WE ALL MAY.
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YOU EVEN
ATTEMPTED
ASSASSINATE
THIS PLANET'S
LEAPER, DIDN'T




ALL TO GET U5
HERE. PERHAPS NEXT
TIME, COMMANDER, YOU |
MIGHT SIMPLY ASK FOR
ASSISTANCE?

WHAT 15 IT
THEY SAY, CAPTAIN?
"ROMULANS FEAR
DISGRACE MORE
THAN DEATH.”

AT LEAST
ONE OF YOU
UNDERSTANDS

us.




C Art Gaollery
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After finishing his art s % S
g his art studies, Dayi .

i a» , D o ity
graph!c advertising before by a.wd .Wt?fk.ed in animatio ol
«drawing th € breaking into ¢omj n (storyboardin

9 three Angel series (The u omics. He has worked 9 and character design) and

including the s rse, Old Fri extensi
tory “ , Old Friend sively for IDW Publishing -
recent IDW work i:di’;ascﬁ)tawe Losses” in the bs; sAt”s/d| IL.ang Syne) and various o::"s';‘shtl:gy
. lin, : y -sellin -shots,
parody comics for various pdbgl;,;z Blood Will Tell, also with !:hAngel Halloween special Mass, His

Scuola Internazionale di Comics inrs across Europe. He has e Tipton brothers, and has e

 www.davi ; : Rome sir also taught art o
y r idmessinart.blogs ot.com "fe 2'002y and his art blog can b": :he ;;restlgaous
’ ound at:’

p L . . L ‘ ’ C g - \\
Scott Tipt'oﬁ- and 'l)'avid Tipton may have only been writing STAR TREK for about a
year or so, but they've been discussing it for mote than three decades, since
their childhood days watching Trek every afternoon on their local Channel
2. Both editors and writers by profession, the prothérs have tog_ether
written Klingons: Blood Will Telly Alien .Spétlight:' Gorn and Alien
Spotlight: Orions for IDW Publishing’s line of, TREK comics. Born and
raised in Northern 'C‘aliforr_ria, the Tiptons q&th have an eye for
history, but of decidedly different varieties. Scott is a self-styled
comic-book historian, ha'ving. provided weekly "lessons'" on the history
of comics for over four years in his weekly- column coMIcs 101,
appearing at the Web site of the same name. David, on the other hand,
studied real-world history and brings .kn_owied.ge'oj the ancient and -
medieval worlds. People often ask them how they divide -
the writing duties. Simple: Scott writes the n9uh§ ;

) and Dayifl-writes the Iverbf, a_nd'for' everyttling
else they flipacoin. -~~~ ",

b iy \ L | '
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.

Captain Jean-Luc Picard and the crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise return in an all-
new adventure! What seems to be a series of unrelated missions is soon re-
vealed to be part of a larger conspiracy involving a threat unlike any that
Picard has ever faced.

Can the Enterprise crew piece together the puzzle before it's too late? From
writers Scott & David Tipton and artist David Messina, the team that brought
you the acclaimed miniseries Klingons: Blood Will Tell, comes a Next Genera-
tion epic like you've never seen before!





