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Welcome, dear readers, to a brand new year AND a brand 

new edition of “Open Channels.” I hope that your holiday 

seasons were filled with good will and great times and that 

your 2019 is looking bright – I know it is for Star Trek here 

at IDW, and there are some big things that I’m excited to 

share with you, starting with three amazing Trek books! 

 

First, prepare yourselves for the biggest Trek crossover ever 

as worlds collide in Star Trek: The Q Conflict #1, written by  

Scott & David Tipton with art by David Messina. When a 

dispute between godlike beings threatens the galaxy, it will 

take all of Starfleet’s best captains to stop them. Join James 

T. Kirk, Jean-Luc Picard, Kathryn Janeway, and Benjamin 

Sisko as they go head-to-head in a competition that will 

determine the fate of the Earth and beyond in this soon-to-

be-classic 6-part miniseries.  

 

Next, we’ve got Star Trek vs. 

Transformers #5, written by 

Mike Johnson & John Barber 

with art by the amazing Mr. 

Philip Murphy and colors by 

Josh Burcham. As the 

Klingon-Decepticon alliance 

prepares to wipe out their 

enemies once and for all, Kirk 

and the Autobots make one 

last desperate bid to merge Cybertronian technology with 

Starfleet ingenuity in the stunning conclusion to this 

Saturday morning mashup. 

 

And finally, as a part of IDW Publishing’s 20 year anniversary 

celebration, we’re thrilled to present Star Trek: IDW 20/20, 

written by legendary Trek 

scribe Peter David and fully 

painted by fan-favorite artist 

J.K. Woodward! Set 20 years 

before the events of Star 

Trek: The Next Generation, 

Jean-Luc Picard (and his 

glorious head of hair)  

leads the crew of the U.S.S. 

Stargazer on a very sensitive 

mission that will change his 

life forever. Don’t miss it! 

 

For our first column of the year, I’d like to introduce you all 

to the newest member of our Star Trek (and IDW’s) editorial 

team – editorial assistant Anni Perheentupa! Anni is a 

longtime Star Trek fan with an almost encyclopedic 

knowledge of Trek continuity and a great eye for details who 

comes to us all the way from Finland. She’s been hugely 

helpful in making these books the best they can be, and we’re 

excited to have her on the crew. Since her desk is pretty 

close to mine, it was mad easy to catch up with her and ask 

her a few questions! Enjoy. 

 

1. When did you first become a Star Trek fan? 

 

I was maybe ten or eleven when I started watching TOS 

because its reruns aired on TV right before an anime I was 

a fan of. At first I didn’t pay that much attention to it, because 

it was in English (a foreign language to me at the time) and 

there was so much talking, but I caught glimpses here and 

there that I thought were fascinating. Soon enough, I was 
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watching it for real. I was hooked from then on. A year or 

two later, I had hooked the rest of my family as well, and we 

owned all the movies and several DVD box sets. 

  

2. What has been your favorite part about joining the 

Star Trek team at IDW? Anything that’s been particularly 

surprising to you so far? 

 

Working on Waypoint is easily my favorite part. It’s so great 

to see all the fascinating things creators come up with when 

you give them the freedom to explore some of the less focal 

characters and aspects of the Star Trek universe. I also love 

seeing the covers as they come in. We have some really 

great artists working on this stuff. 

 

I don’t think there have been any huge surprises, although 

I’ve been very glad to find out how much everyone here 

enjoys working on the Star Trek comics! 

 

3. Who would you say is your favorite Star Trek 

character and why? 

 

Talk about difficult questions… If I have to narrow it down 

to just two, I think I have to pick Captain Janeway and 

Commander Data. I always liked Janeway for the way in 

which she manages to be both a captain and a scientist, 

with endless curiosity but a firm sense of priorities. She 

is easily my favorite captain across all of Star Trek, so I 

have to give her a spot in my favorites. As for Data… Well, 

there is just something very endearing about his endless 

quest to learn what he is and what he wants to be. How 

can you say no to an android with a pet cat? I honestly 

can’t pick who I like better, Janeway or Data. 

 

4. Finally, if you could join one of the Star Trek crews, 

which one would it be? The original series, The Next 

Generation, Deep Space Nine, Voyager, Enterprise, the 

Kelvin timeline from the movies, or Discovery? 

 

Voyager is honestly probably the worst option out of these, 

but I have to pick it anyway. The Voyager crew is the closest 

my heart, and there’s just something oddly exciting about 

being stranded so far away from home and having to fight 

your way back across thousands and thousands of light 

years. I would absolutely be a science officer – exobiology, 

or maybe astrometrics – so think of all the discoveries I 

could make in the Delta Quadrant! 

 

As we move forward into the year, I’d like to expand the 

scope of this column to include more about what we do 

here, from art progress images and behind-the-scenes 

details to interesting anecdotes from the frontlines of 

working at a comic company. If there’s something in 

particular that you’re curious about or would like to see, 

please tweet me @thrillothechase, or beam us a letter 

over to letters@idwpublishing.com. 

 

I can’t wait to tell you more about what’s coming up as we 

move into 2019, but I can tell you we’re going to have a lot 

of fun. 

 

See you next month! 

 

Chase Marotz 

Editor 
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PREVIOUSLY IN STAR TREK…
Following the events of STAR TREK INTO DARKNESS, the U.S.S. ENTERPRISE has embarked

on a new FIVE-YEAR MISSION of discovery. En route to the unexplored star system MENZIES

216, Captain Kirk and his crew are about to encounter a new challenge for which nothing they

have experienced thus far could possibly prepare them…
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