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DAVE BAHER N”:
miQUeL ImuerTa

MY WORDS... & o




£1n fa THIS 1S THE
Starfleet Medical OFFicer CAST TIME 1A
GOING TO HOLD A
PHASER. I'VE JUST

HAD TO PO IT TOO
MUCH LATELY, AND
I D'ONI;T LIKE

1 HOPE YOU GET
YOUR WISH, DAX. 1
REALLY PO. MOSTLY,
BECAUSE IT MEANS WE
WILL HAVE ESCAPED THIS
WRETCHED ASTEROID
IN ONE PIECE.

GALLOWS
HUMOR HAS ITS
PLACE, MY FRIEND.
BUT NOW MIGHT
NOT BE THE
BEST TIME.

THIS WAY,
EVERYONE.

i EZRI, YOU
KNOW THESE
| FEOPLE ARE YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY
NOW?

THEY'VE
ALWAYS BEEN MY
RESPONSIBILITY,
AS SOON AS I SET
FOOT IN THIS
MED BAY—

WHEN I WAS
IN THE TRILL
GOVERNMENT WE
USED TOéiAVE A A

LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN, WE NEED
KE A TY

TO MA
EXIT TO SHUTTLE

THIS SECTOR
OF THE BASE HAS
BEEN COMPROMISED.
IT'S NOT SAFE FOR
US HERE ANY
LONGER.

'™
SCARED,

MOM. IT'M
SCARED.

YEAH. I KNOW. “EVERYONE

PULLS THEIR WEIGHT, BUT

THE LEADER F’ULL‘5 MOST
OF ALL" 1 KNOW.

DON'T
WORRY. I WON'T
DISAPPOINT
You.

Py I'M FINE. ALL THE
DAX SYMBIONT'S PREVIOUS
HOSTS SHARE ROOM IN MY
HEAD, SOMETIMES IT CAN BE

HELPFUL TO DRAW ON
THEIR MEMORIES...




PARDON. WE
TR, WerRE | CANT GET
STUPID, W )
AL e, SHE BETTER o s
= KNOW WHAT
SHE'S DOING.

EZR), THE
PR e T REASON THE DOOR
THIS SHOULDNT * 2 WON'T OPEN |9 BECAUSE
O SOMEONE 15 DIVERTING

: POWER ELSEWHERE IN THE
STATION. THEY'RE TRYING
7O KEEP THE PHASE COIL

INVERTER FROM

OVERHEATING.

SUCKS TO BE
R
THAT'S T ) I'M
BE TORN TO GONNA BE
PIECES BY THE FINE.
ADORIANS.

WERE NEVER 1 HEAR THEY

GETTING OUT £
EAT HUMANS AS
OF HERE. A DELICACY.

THANKS,
TOBIN. THAT'S
EXACTLY WHAT

I'M GOING

TO PO.

WHAT
ARE YOU

> fi
F . . . I
DONG? = i .
( ’ IT WON'T

BUY US MUCH
I'M REROUTING ENERGY TIME, BUT IT
SUPPLIES FROM LIFE SUPPORT MIGHT JUST BE
TO THE COILS IN ORPER TO ENOUGH TO
REGAIN THE ABILITY TO GET Us...
OPEN THE DOOR.




JUST THINK OF | AN
UNCONVENTIONAL ROUTE.

a
W

1l i,
B =i
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LIFE SUPPORT
APPEARS TO BE GIVING
BELEVE YOU, REALLY COLD IN

BUT IT DOESN'T HERE.
FEEL LIKE T

LET'S JUST
HOPE IT LASTS UNTIL
WE MAKE IT TO THE

SHUTTLE.

WILL YOUR
SYMBIONT BE
¢ AFFECTED BY THIS
1D PAY 50 > COLP? PO 1 NEED TO
MUCH GOLD-PRESSED y ¢ o . - —_— WORRY ABOUT
ol \ - You—
NOW.

T

WON'T BE

AN IS5UE. THANKS,
AUDRID.

Audrid Dax
Head of the Trill
Symbiosis Commission

IN ALL my
YEARS AS A PILOT
I'VE NEVER KNOWN
A SHUTTLE TO FLY
WITHOUT FUEL. THESE
BUSTED FUEL MAINS
SPELL TROUBLE, /.
EZRI. ]

IT
WON'T BE
AN I155UE.

ARE YOU
SURET YOU'RE
ACTING REALLY

WEIRD.

AURID DAX WORKED
ON THE TRILL COUNCIL
FOR MANY YEARS, SHE HAD
AN INTIMATE KNOWLEDGE OF
SYMBIONTS' CAPABILITIES.
TLLBE TINE. WE NEED TO MOVE FAST. THESE FUEL
MAINS LEAD TO THE SHUTTLES. IF THEY |
WERE DAMAGED BEFORE THEY REFILLED K
THE SHUTTLES, WE'RE GONNA HAVE
S EVEN BIGGER PROBLEMS.



YOU'D THINK THE ANDORIANS * I CAN'T EVEN COUNT THE NUMBER Joron
WOULD WANT US TO HAVE A OF ANDORIAN SOLDIERS I'VE ; P
MEDICAL CENTER IN THE , HELPED THROUGH THERAPY. IT'S Musician

NEUTRAL ZONE. PRACTICALLY MORE THAN .
N MY TIME O D54, 2 %

WITH ALL
THE STRIFE ON
ANDORIA LATELY,
WHO CAN B E
THEM. THEY'RE
PRACTICALLY —

HAT'S AN As,
MY DEAREST
EZRI.

E Eiﬁ_E

gEgEEEE

i % \

THAT MEANS THIS
ASTEROID 1S5 REACHING
CRITICAL MASS AND WILL
MELT POWN IN A FEW
MINUTES. AND THEN, DO
YOU KNOW WHAT WILL
HAPPEN, EZRI?

I PONT
THINK fva,

JORA,




IT SHOULD
BE RIGHT THIS
WAY, C'MON,
EVERYONE.

THIS WAY.
THIS WAY.
C'MON,




WHERE'S
ZENTH? P/P
ZENTH MAKE |T
THROUGHZ

CAN'T HOLD
THS MUCH
LONGER.

WE'RE
HERE. WE'RE
COMING.




YOU CAN
PO THIS.

YOU CAN
DO THIS.




I KINDA
| CAN'T BELIEVE

ALl

OKAY, LET ME
REPHRASE THAT..
A

BUT THE ANDORIAN GRS
ON'T HAVE N
OW.

HO 15
THE NEU
WOUN

...BUT WILL WE
BE ABLE TO WIN
TOMORROW'S




A NEW LIFE FORM
IS BORN,

NO LONGER BOUND BY THE TRAPPINGS
OF A THREE-PIMENSIONAL UNIVERSE, 3
THIS NEW BEING TRANSCENDS WHAT WE
CONSIDER REALITY.

IT HEARS A DISTANT SIREN CALL.
AN INVITATION BY A STERN VOICE
EXISTING JUST OUTSIPE OF THE
HORIZON OF CREATION...

BY A MINISCULE FEW. A PLACE

DRAWING IT TO A PLACE KNOWN
KNOWN AS THE Q CONTINUUM.

WELL? DON'T JUST WHO AM 17

HOVER THERE TWINKLING WHAT IS MY

LIKE A BROKEN PURPOSE?
PHONO@IZ&PH.

PR 35/GH: ANOTHER
INTERDIMENSIONAL
ADOLESCENT. SENTIENT
BEINGS SHOULD TAKE MORE
PRECAUTIONS TO PREVENT
THESE ERRANT BIRTHS.

OKAY, COME WITH
ME. T'LL EXPLAIN THE
RULES OF OMNIPOTENCE
S0 YOU WON'T SHATTER
THE MULTIVERSE IN
A HISSY FIT

INTERESTING.
A SHINY NEW
PLAYTHING? OR A
MAJOR PLAYER ON
THE SCENE?
=N
/ 1 HOPE
' YOURE WORTH MY
| ATTENTION. RARE TO
| FIND ANYTHING THAT
INTRIGUES ME
THESE DAYS.

N




FIRST THING,
CONTROL YOURSELF
WHEN YOU EXIST AS WE DO,
THE SLIGHTEST EMOTIONAL
OUTBURST CAN DPAMAGE THE
OMNIVERSE IN WAYS YOU
CANNOT IMAGINE.

BUT BEFORE 1
CONTINUE, TELL ME
WHERE YOU CAME
FROM.

SOL Il
THE CREATOR
CALLS IT
“EARTH.”

I'M STUNNED THAT YOU
WERE ABLE TO TRANSCEND THE
A8 SLOPPY, FUMBLING, BUFFOONERY
f OF THOSE PRIMATES. HOWEVER,
THE FACT THAT YOU EXIST AT
ALL PIQUES MY CURIOSITY.

- pr——

YOUR BIRTH SENT
SHOCKWAVES THROUGH
THE COSMOS. BEINGS LIKE
US ONLY APPEAR ONCE
EVERY BILLION YEARS,
GIVE OR TAKE AN
EPOCH.

YOU'VE TURNED
A LOT OF HEADPS IN

YOUR PIRECTION.
LUCKILY, I FOUNP
YOU FIRST,

THERE'S RULES WE
FOLLOW. DON'T CONSIDER
THEM LIMITATIONS, CONSIDER
THEM GUIPELINES FOR
SELF-GOVERNANCE.

I COULD DELINEATE
ALL 14,027 BULLET POINTS,
BUT IT WOULD BE MORE FUN
TO TEACH IN THE FIELD. S0O...
WHAT'S YOUR FIRST
QUESTION?




Po? HOW
MIND-NUMBINGLY
PEDESTRIAN! YOU CAN

"DO" WHATEVER
YOU WisH.

BEING” FOR A MILLION
YEARS. NEVER CONFINE
YOURSELF TO THE
OBTUSE, UNCOMPLICATED
CLAPTRAP THAT YOUR
HUMAN CREATORS
REFER TO AS
“IMAGINATION."

THE PAINTBRUSH 15
SPACE/TIME. DIP IT INTO
THE QUANTUM FOAM THAT
INSULATES THE BORDERS
BETWEEN REALITIES.

RELAX. RELAX,
1 WAS HAVING A
LITTLE FUN WITH THE
KID. ALL THE POWER
IN THE UNIVERSE AND

IF THE
MOOD STRIKES,
CONSTRUCT A

FLAWED CIVILIZATION
AND WATCH IT DESCEND
INTO SALACIOUS CHAOS.
ARROGANT, DECADENT
SOCIETIES BURNING
THEMSELVES INTO
ASHES! HA/

TIME TO DETERMINE WHETHER

OR NOT YOUR FLAWED PSYCHE WILL
DEEPLY CORRUPT THE MATHEMATICAL
PERFECTION OF YOUR CORE
COUNTERPARTS.

IN ANY CASE, 1 SHOULD GET
TO THE HEART OF THE MATTER
BEFORE CONTINUING MY LESSON.
YOU'RE COMPOSED OF THREE
PISCORPANT 50ULS.

IN ORPDER OF
SIGNIFICANCE: THE

AND COMMANDER
WILL PECKER.




WHERE'S
ILIAZ, WHY
WAS I PULLED
AWAY FROM
HEREP/

/ LOWER YOUR
VOICE, FLESH-BAG.
I POUBT YOUR ABILITY
TO MAKE A POSITIVE
CONTRIBUTION TO
THE UNIVERSE.

I DON'T KNOW WHAT'S
HAPPENING, BUT FROM

CONVINCE WHAT I GATHER, YOU'RE THE
ME YOU DESERVE 2
Py ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS

SITUATION. I DIDN'T ASK TO
BE RECONSTITUTED.

NOR PID T
ASK TO BE
JPGED.

YES... THEY DO
DESERVE BETTER.
T'LL TRY TO ERASE
MY FEELINGS
ABOUT KIRK.

WE'RE MAKING
PROGRESS. NOW,
LET'S START WITH THE
BASIC RULES OF
EXISTENCE.

¥ T

FAIR POINTS, BEFORE I RESPOND,
CAN WE BE CERTAIN THAT YOU'RE NO
LONGER HOLDING ONTO RESIDUAL
ANGER OVER THE RETURN OF
JAMES T. KIRK TO THE
ENTERPRISE?

HE'S BEEN FUSED INTO
THE UNPLEASANT EMOTIONAL
CREVICES OF YOUR PRIMITIVE
BRAIN, VVGER—AND ILIA—
DESERVE BETTER, DON'T
YOU AGREE?



WELCOME
T© ALI%THERE

THIS 15 AN APEQUATE
REPRESENTATION OF THE
UNIVERSE/MULTIVERSE/OMNIVERSE.
\ I PUT IT IN TERMS THAT EVEN
YOU COULD FATHOM.

IF YOULOOK TO Y
YOUR LEFT, THERE'S
WHAT YOUR PEOPLE
REFER TO AS "THE

BlG BANG."

AND GLANCE
TO THE RIGHT,

R
THERE POESNT
APPEAR TO BE A

B\ DIFFERENCE.

2UGH: EVER HEARD OF A

METAPHORZ CONSIDER

THE NATURE OF AQUATIC
EXPLORATION.

NO MATTER
WHERE YOU ARE IN
THE OCEAN, YOU'RE

INTRINSICALLY
CONNECTEDR TO
THE WHOLE.

EVERY
EBB AND FLOW.
EVERY CURRENT.
EVERY CREATURE THAT
BREATHES HzO SHARES
A TINY PIECE OF YOUR
MOLECULAR
STRUCTURE.

A PRECIOUS
WHIRLPOOL OF LIFE
AND DEATH FEEDING

ITSELF IN A DIAMETRICAL
COMPROMISE. A RED
SUPERGIANT STAR AND A

ABOUT
INTERFERING
IN THE AFFAIRS
OF SENTIENT
BEINGS WITH
FREE WILL?

15 THERE A DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE INFINITE
BLACKNESS THAT EXISTS IN THE
MOMENT BEFORE YOUR BIRTH
AND THE INSTANT AFTER YOUR

\ INEVITABLE PEMISE?

—

You
LIKE SKIPPING
AHEAD! SUIT
YOURSELF..




HERE WE

ARE... ON

E OF YOUR

POINTLESS SKIRMISHES
OVER IMAGINARY
BORDERS IN
SPACE.

WITH AN INFINITE
EXPANSE AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS, IT'S AMAZING
HOW MORTALS STILL FIND
WAYS TO ANNOY AND

MURDER EACH
OTHER.

WARNING! SHIELDS
DPOWN TO 11 PERCENT.
TRANSPORTER FUNCTIONS WILL
CEASE TO OPERATE WITHIN
THREE MINUTES, SUGGEST USE
OF ESCAPE PODS FOR

EVACUATION— __+

i

s

THE ESCAPE PODS WILL
BE SHOT IMMEDIATELY OR
CAPTURED BY THE ROMULANS. 1
WON'T SUBJECT ANY FEPERATION
CITIZEN TO A ROMULAN
INTERROGATION ROOM!

C m——

i\

WARP CORE
BREACH IMMINENT.
REPEAT: WARP CORE
BREACH IMMINENT.
, RECOMMEND IMMEDIATE

EVACUATION. <

l I'VE IMBUED  \/ H

YOU WITH THE
POWER TO SAVE

THIS WOMAN,

THIS FIREBRAND OF \
AN OFFICER HAS A YOUNG
SON AND HUSBAND WAITING
ON EARTH. HER TOUR OF
DUTY IS UP IN 36 HOURS.
IF SHE SURVIVES.

ER LIFE IS IN
YOUR HANDS, HOWEVER,
THERE'S A DOMINO
EFFECT OF UNINTENDED
CONSEQUENCES ON THE
HORIZON IF YOU DECIPE
TO ACT.

SHE couLpP
BECOME THE
NEXT FEPERATION
PRESIDENT... OR
COMMIT GENOCIPE
ON COUNTLESS
WORLDS.




UNLEARN HUMAN
SENTIMENTALITY. YOU
s

IT
USELESS AS YELLING

B AT A HURRICANE. THEY ARE
BRI NATURE THAT CONTRIBUTE

TO THE CIRCLE OF
CREATION.




055 Bty OF COURSE.
FOR 1 Tclarla'g P BUT ALLOW ME TO
BACK? TO BEING AT SHOW YOU ONE
HUMANZ iRy A" LAST THING.

WHY?Z WHY
WOULD ANYONE
WANT TO REVERT TO
A BARELY SENTIENT
BOTTLE OF
WATER?

WELCOME TO
THE NASCENT STAGES
OF COSMIC EVOLUTION.
BEST DESCRIBED AS
AN INTERSTELLAR
NURSERY.

A NEWBORN
PLANET. RIGHT NOW
ITS A TOXIC SOUP OF
METHANE, NITROGEN,
CARBON PIOXIPE
AND SILICON.

IN A BILLION YEARS
A VAST CIVILIZATION WILL %
EVOLVE FROM THAT STEW
OF CHURNING AMNIOTIC
FLUID. TAKE IN THE VIEW.
MAGNIFICENT

IMPRESSIVE.

INDEED.
REMEMBER, YOU
LEARN MORE AS AN
ARCHITECT THAN
YOU PO AS A
KING.




YOU'VE... SHOWN
ME MIRACULOUS THINGS.
MORE THAN THE HUMAN
MIND CAN COMPREHEND.

OR SHOULP, FOR
THAT MATTER.

I DON'T KNOW
IF I CAN CONTINUE
ONWARD. I PON'T
KNOW IF 1
DESERVE—

T WHERE FAVE |
\ YoU BEEN? 4

WHEN ARE
YOU COMING
HOME?




A PITY. I WAS JUST
GOING TO OFFER THEM
PRIME REAL ESTATE IN

A WORMHOLE AT THE

BAJORAN SECTOR.

o "'hs\

K. .'{_JA “—‘ :"
AR
\Se

&

i"- I
‘\ o
P 4

HERE'S TO
ANOTHER MILLION
YEARS OF TEDIUM.
THERE WERE MANY
LESSONS TO SHARE

WITH DECKER.

PERHAPS A

CHANCE TO SHAPE THE

DESTINY OF ANOTHER

BAND OF SPACEFARING CAPTAING LOG: STARDATE
A PRIMATES? 4.1153.7. OUR DESTINATION
IS PLANET DENEB IV,
BEYOND WHICH LIES THE
GREAT UNEXPLORED MASS
OF THE GALAXY..




MY HUMAN.

BUT MY HUMAN IS JUST
HOW I LIKE HIM.

COMPUTER. FELINE
SUPPLEMENT #25.

THE LESS PALE HUMANS
FIND HM PUZZLING.

DO YOU REQUIRE
SUSTENANCE?

HIS MANNER MAKES
THEM NERVOUS.

A




COME, SPOT
IT 15 TIME FOR
YOUR TWICE-DAILY
BIOLOGICAL
REPLENISHMENT.

AS
YOU HAVE
STOPPED ENJOYING
SUPPLEMENT 221, IT
15 REASONABLE TO
ASSUME YOU WOULD
PERHAPS ENJOY A
CLASSIC
INSTEAD.

FOOD TIME |15 SECOND-BEST.
MY HUMAN KNOWS AND HELPS
ME CELEBRATE.

SOON IT WILL BE
SOFT HANDS TIME.

LONG WORDS TIME
IS GOOD FOR HUMAN.
MOSTLY BORING

5 TSA ESMMAO B?&’Eﬂ e
N
DATA. WE NEED YOU \ 2t
DOWN HERE RIGHT .
AWAY,




LRANVN N B W VA A

i

SOFT HANDS TIME 15

|| FIRST BEST TIME.

SPOT. BE GOOD.
DO NOT SCRATCH
OR ATTEMPT

ALL TIMES ARE
BETTER THAN
THIS TIME.,

I WILL SEE
YOU WHEN THE
EMERGENCY
HAS PASSED.

LEAVING TIME 15
THE WORST TIME.




SOMETIMES 1 DREAM OF
THINGS I'VE NEVER SEEN.

‘ “l Rooms WITHOUT WALLS, [l
K b SOFT ON THE GROUND
- AND VAST ABOVE.

OH 6ooP OH
YAY HUMAN |5—




ALERT: REMOTE
COMPUTER, REROUTE CORE OVERRIDE WHILE
WARP CORE OVERRIDE THE ENTERPRISE 15 AT
FROM ENGINEERING TO MY WARP SPEED WILL RESULT
CONSOLE, AUTHORIZATION IN CATASTROPHIC
DATA-TAU-6-5-1. DAMAGE.

SOFT HANDS
IS NORMAL.

THIS 15 NOT.

OH
GOODIE.

EVERYTHING'S
COMING UP
DATA.

MYSTERY FOR

‘ SPOT.
WHERE 15 . _ ‘
SOFT HANDS? '
r

N —

~7
)
e |

DATA, YOU SHOULD SITTING
REALLY THINK ABOUT DARK 15 JUST
TURNING ON THE ) C-C-CREEPY.
LIGHTS WHEN ]
YOU'RE HOME.




I1DIP NOT
ASK FOR YOUR
PRESENCE, LT || |
BARCLAY, DIDN'T HAVE
TO, DATA. IT'S
MAHJONG
NIGHT.

QUIET NICE HUMAN
SMELLS RIGHT. SMELLS
LIKE SPOT LIKES.

IT |5 STARE AT TABLE
NIGHT. I HAVE TWO LAPS
FOR 5ITS. IT 1S GOOD.

\

APOLOGIES, T'LL
HAVE TO CANCEL. CAPTAIN
PICARD HAS ASSIGNED ME
ADDITIONAL DUTIES.

g IF I'VE LOST, IT'S
- [ MERELY FOR THE SAKE OF
YOUR INSIGNIFICANT EGO, IN A
CHILDISH ATTEMPT TO APE
THE PATTERNS OF
FRIENDSHIP

- - >

BUT THAT IS NOT |
N TABLE. THAT IS |
. NOT PETS.

NOT TO WORRY,
YOU CAN ASSIGN THEM TO
ME AND R-R-REST ASSURED
THEY'LL GET DONE BY SECOND
ROTATION. UNLESS YOU'RE
AFRAID OF L-L-LOSING

AGAIN.

] vy iman poes |
E NOT HURT.

YOU SHOULDN'T
HAVE COME HERE,
FLESHBAG.




SECURITY TO
COMMANDER DATA'S
QUARTERS!

WE HAVE AN

INTRUDER!

DATA'S

- Ceuay

DATA 15
Lo—!



7 WHERE /5
3 SPOT?

DATA, IT'S
ALL RIGHT. SHE'S
RECEIVING MEDICAL
ATTENTION.

BE APVISED,
POCTOR, SHE HAS A
WEAKNESS AT HER BACK
RIGHT TARSUS THAT MAY |
NEED QEDQ’IONAL .

TLL
TAKE THAT INTO
CONSIDERATION.

=4
HANDLED

EVERYTHING
LORE?

WITH
=

MY BROTHER HAS
BEEN PUT IN THE BRIG,
HIS MOTIVATION TO
BE DETERMINED
LATER.

 MaYI
PLEASE SEE
MY CAT?




I APOLOGIZE
FOR MY NEGLIGENCE.
1 WILL BE INCREASING
THE SECURITY OF OUR

HOME TO LEVEL
FOUR.

BARCLAY
TOLDP ME... THAT
YOU WERE THE ONE
WHO STRUCK LORE.
EVEN THOUGH HE 15,
IN EVERY WAY
CONCEIVABLE,
ME.

HIZ EYES ARE
RIGHT. HIS SMELL.




U{]@[ﬁﬂ&[ﬁ] I5 NIJT
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L 1HISTORIES

Written and Drawn by Matthew Dow Smith
= Colors by Shaun Steven Struble
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THANK YOU,
CAFTAIN.

RIGHT WHERE
B EVERYONE CAN

=T

SHOULD AND KNOW :
PO NICELY, THAT THIS PLANET {|l B FROM THIS

I THINK. 2 5 NOW UNDER N DAY FORWARD, IT
i OUR CONTROL. "" SERVES A GREATER

PURPOSE.

=)

IT SERVES -

THE UNITED
FEDERATION OF B

PLANETS.




THE Y
MASSACRE OF
D'NON DOK.

FIRST
CONTACT WITH
AN ALIEN
SPECIES.

IT WAS OUR GREAT
MISFORTUNE THAT THE
FIRST TO VISIT OUR PLANET

WASN'T THE ROMULANS OR
THE KLINGONS OR THE
ANDORIANS...

...IT WAS
THE HUMANS WITH
THEIR VICIOUS
FEDERATION...

... "STARFLEET",
AS THEY CALLED
IT

T \

’ Il ‘ : THEY HAD
AND THAT’S WHAT - £z

THEY WERE. A FLEET | . / : Tg'e;L%ng?ﬁilEE

THAT TRAVELED THE STARS, : I} 4 : W OVER THE ENTIRE
LOOKING FOR NEW WORLDS |8 i ¢ : GALAXY.
TO CONQUER, NEW MATERIALS | ; - RaR ’

R | Y 4
EVER-GROWING E y ' : HTDE 5 ﬂiﬁ:—
ARMY, 5 | : : == FOR IT..

THE PRIME
PIRECTIVE.




THEY WOULD
~ COME IN THEIR -
| WARSHIPS, FIND PLANETS
B LIKE OURS, AND STUDY
U5 IN SECRET...

... LEARN OUR
WEAKNESSES...

... THEN SWEEP IN
AND WIPE OUT ANY

POSSIBLE RESISTANCE |

BEFORE THE POPULATION &

EVEN KNEW THEY X
WERE HERE. (o100

| THEY WOULD FLY THEIR

BUT THAT'S 2 FLAG ABOVE US AND TAKE

JUST THE i ! OUR ELITE BACK TO THEIR

BEGINNING. £y gl : HOME PLANET AND INSTALL
Y v .4 ! THEM IN EMBASSIES.

THEY NEVER < ; i1 :
STOP WITH JUST = Y - - MAKE THEM
SUBDUING A Hatn & Ao : PART OF THEIR FORCE
PLANET, ; i it WAR MACHINE. Us TO JON
' W B ; THEIR ARMY
AND TRAVEL IN
THEIR SHIPS.
THE FEDERATION
NEEDED MEMBERS. AN
ENDLESS COLLECTION
OF PLANETS TO FEED
THEIR PRIME
DIRECTIVE.

BECOME
ANOTHER TOOL TO
HELP THEM CONQUER
MORE PLANETS
LIKE OURS.

THAT'S NOT
TRUE!




THE FEDERATION
DIDNT igNGUER

THIS
SESSION 1S
TERMINATED.

NOVITIATE...




THESE ARE
SERIOUS CHARGES,
NOVITIATE...

YOUR
PRECEPTOR
CLAIMS THAT YOU
HAVE QUESTIONED
THE HISTORIES.

WEIGH YOUR
ANSWER CAREFULLY,
NOVITIATE.

TO RAISE
DOUBTS ABOUT
THE HISTORIES 15

1O EVEN UNTHINKABLE.

BE ACCUSED
OF THIS... THIS...
BLASPHEMY WILL
BE A STAIN ON
YOUR ESSENCE NOT TO MENTION
FOR THE REST JEOPARDIZE YOUR
OF YOUR INPUCTION HERE.
EXISTENCE.

TELL ME, PO You
NOVITIATE... , QUESTION THE
HISTORIESZ

IF WHAT YOUR
PRECEPTOR SAYS 1S
TRUE, THEN YOUR TIME
OF LEARNING 15
OVER.

YOU WOULD
BE BANISHED
FROM THIS
PLACE.

NEVER TO
BE GRANTED THE
WISDOM WE HAVE
SO GRACIOUSLY
CHOSEN TO
SHARE WITH
You.




YOU TEACH
Us THAT THE
HISTORIES ARE
A CERTAINTY.

BUT THERE ARE
THOSE WHO THINK

1)

SOME
PISASTER?

IT'S BEEN A
THOUSAND YEARS
SINCE THE FEPERATION
DISAPPEARED FROM
THIS PART OF THE
GALAXY.

AND YOUR
HISTORIES STILL
DON'T EXPLAIN WHY
THEY LEFT

YOUR
HISTORIES
CAN'T TELL US
THAT. THEY CAN

ONLY GUESS. 15 THAT ALL THE
HISTORIES ARE? OUR
BEST CONJECTURE OF
WHAT 15 IN OUR
PAGT?

JUST ANOTHER
RE-CREATION LIKE THE
ONE THE PREFECTOR
SHOWS THE
NOVITIATES?




NOT EVERYONE
THINKS THE FEDERATION
WERE THE WARMONGERING
CONQUERORS YOU TEACH
US THEY WERE.

THAT THEY
WERE A FORCE

SOME OF Us
FOR GOOP.

HAVE HEARD A
DIFFERENT
HISTORY. %

3 THAT THEY

L SAILED THE

STARS NOT
TO ENSLAVE

WORLDS,

BUT UNITE

THEM.

THAT THEY

PROTECTED US. AND
COUNTLESS OTHER
WORLDS.

HEARD THE
STORIES.

THEY'VE BEEN
PASSED DOWN FROM
GENERATION TO
GENERATION.

TALES OF HEROISM
AND SACRIFICE THAT
AREN'T IN YOUR
HISTORIES.

AND |IF THOSE
STORIES AREN'T IN
YOUR HISTORIES, WHAT
ELSE HAS BEEN

LEFT OUT? $

IF THE ' ...HOW
ARE THEY

HISTORIES DON'T
TELL THE WHOLE HISTORIES
STORY...

e

Y. e
g
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Welcome to “Open Channels,” our monthly exploration of the
amazing universe of Star Trek books at IDW Publishing.
November is here and we're bringing you three out-of-this-
world Jrek books to boldly take you into the holiday season.

First, in Star Trek: ING: Terra
Incognita #3, interstellar odd
couple Worf and Beverly
Crusher undertake a difficult
mission, but can they
overcome their differences
to work together? And just
what is Mirror Barclay up to?
Find out in a new TNG story
from Scott and David Tipton,
Angel Hernandez, and Mark
Roberts!

Cover by Tony Shasteen
et}

Then, in Star Trek vs. Iransformers #3. Klingons and
Decepticons lay siege to a remote Federation dilithium
mine—and the only thing holding them back is the shaky
alliance of Captain Kirk and Optimus Prime. But what dark
secret is buried beneath the ground... and can this uneasy
partnership withstand the revelations? The no-holds-barred
Saturday morning mash-up continues in a tale from Mike
Johnsan, John Barber, Jack Lawrence, and Leonardo lto!
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'+ Cover by Gavin Fullerton
{ [0V L IVRY

Then, the anthology series spanning a0 years of Star Trek
returns in this oversized annual—the Star Trek Waypoint

special! These weird and wonderful stories—set during the
Uriginal Series, The Next Generation, Deep Space Nine, and
more—expand on rarely explored corners of the universe to
remind us why we love Trek This volume features your
favorite characters, including Data, 0. and Ezri Dax, handled
by the top creators of today and the future, including Dave
Baker. Nicole Goux, Sonny Liew, Brandon Easton, Josh Hood,
Matthew Dow Smith, and mare!

[n honor of the release of Waypaint, | had a chat with Jackson
Lanzing and Collin Kelly, the writers of “My Human is Not."
one of the four stories you'll
find in the book. Jackson and
Collin have written for
comics including Nightwing,
Gotham City Garage. Green
Arrow, Joyride. and many
more. They're also huge Star
Trek fans with a deep
knowledge of the entire
universe, and it was a
pleasure to work with them
on their short for Waypaint,
their first Trek wark for IDW.
Enjay!

|. What are your earliest memories of Star Trek? Have
you always been fans?

LANZING: Funny you should ask, because Star Trek is quite
literally one of my earliest memaories. My parents - a
computer programmer and an astrophysicist - had a very
strict pattern when | was a kid. Theyd put me to bed. close
my door most of the way, and then head to the other room
of our small apartment to watch this weird show called Star
Trek: The Next Generation. /@ hiear sounds and voices through
the door and imagine what they must be seeing - even though
| was too young to really understand any of it. But this one
night in 19900, my friend Rusty stayed over at my house and
far whatever reason, my Mom decided we could stay up one
extra hour and watch the show with her.




It was “The Best of Both Warlds, pt " | saw a Borg cube far
the first time and it broke my tiny brain. | didn't sleep at all
that night - as Rusty and | asked my mom a million questions
about the Star Trek wniverse. from then on, Star Trek
became a family event. A thing that brought us together
around optimism, hope, science, exploration, and drama. |
went to my first convention when [ was ten. | dressed as a
Borg for Halloween - made all the easier because one of the
artisans who made the facemasks lived in my hometown of
Santa Cruz, CA. In my adult life, it's become a primary way
of connecting with new friends.
[ run a thirty-person Star Trek
tabletap RPG. At my wedding
last weekend, a friend danced
up to me and slipped a
magnetic Discovery insignia on
my vest.

Basically Trek's in my blood.

KELLY- Mine is a little simpler;
growing up in Hawaii, Star Trek
\loyager was a Wednesday night
staple in my house. My dad
would grill steaks, Id make chocolate malts (we were not..
particularly healthy) and wed watch the adventures of
Laptain Janeway. The problem being... | started to be more
excited about Trek than | was about the bonding. Hawaii is a
tough place for a little pale nerd to grow up in, and Trek
became my way of connecting to a world that prioritized and
valued the things | held dear in my life - intelligence, kindness,
exploration and innovation. Which made it all the mare tragic
when my precious Star Trek was preempted by Rainbow
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/ Art by Sonny Liew

Wahine Volleyball, causing me to miss a good 50% of every
season. [s \loyager my favorite? Not by a long shat. But that
tragic tale of a group of scientists stranded and alone in a
vast ocean of space that didn't really want them.. it
resonated with me in ways | can't describe.

2. Do either of you have a favorite episode of Star Trek?

KELLY- That's like asking a Borg dueen to pick her favorite
Drone - there are so many to love! There are so
many amazing episodes that
speak to our fumanity, to our
influence as a species, to the
ramifications of our choices...
but for me, Trek has always
been best when it lenses
those concepts through -its
characters. Now, call me a
hopeless romantic, but “You
Are Cordially Invited” - the
marriage of Jadzia and Worf -
is an amazing and passionate
celebration of inclusivity and
respect that thrills me to my
toes every time. It's not the most action-heavy or exciting,
but it's an episode | can watch on repeat, and every time |
feel a little bit better about the world.

LANZING: Deep Space Nine is my favarite series - and | think
it'’s safe to say no Trek series will ever top the moral grey
area of "In The Pale Moonlight.” That said. for classic Star
Trek science fiction, “Darmok” and “The City Un The Edge of
Forever” will stand as classics for the rest of time.

— MW



3. Your NG story in
Waypoint is your first
Trek work for IDW. What
was the inspiration for
this story?

LANZING: Truthfully, for all
our deep-seeded  Trek
fandom, Collin and | are
bath animal lovers in our
off-hours. Collin and his
wife have two crazy cats -
Rhaego and Indiana Jones
- while my wife and | share our life with a little rescue
named Olenna. We've never really written about our cats,
though we sneak them into our superhero work on
occasion - so this was a great opportunity to bring actual
life experience to the table and really look at Trek with
fresh eyes.

KELLY: However, you don't get a chance to write Star Trek
only to square up and bunt: while Data and Spot are
(arguably, of course) Trek's greatest characters, once we
realized that we could bring in Lore, the show's greatest
adversary (not arguable, complete fact), we saw our
chance for a home run, and luckily the amazing editorial
team told us to swing away.

4. Which Star Trek characters that you haven't
worked with would you two most like to write? Why
those ones?

KELLY: | think the Holy Grail is to write Jean-Luc Picard. Not
only is he one of the greatest leaders in fiction, he provided
a strong and stable role model for a generation of young
people who perhaps didn't have that at home. He's stylish
and funny, stern but kind, and most impartantly knows that
his role as a captain means that he and he alone is
responsible for his crew. While there are certainly more
stylish or “sexy” characters, those of us who know, know
that there is nothing sexier than integrity.

LANZING:  The  Klingons.
I'm fascinated by their
dichotomy of violence and
honar, corruption and nearly
mythic integrity. Diving into
that culture and its history -
and really embracing their
alien qualities - is a dream
of mine.

3. Finally, if you could join
any one of the Star Trek
crews (708, TNG, DS5, SS

Vayager, Enterprise, Discavery, or the movie universe),
which crew would you choose and why?

LANZING: [ think the regimented nature of Starfleet would
honestly get to me after a while - I'm a little too
freewheelin’ for a starship. But give me a booth at Quark's
and a great tailor close by and I'm a happy man. So it's Deep
Space Nine all the way, even if it means fighting Bajoran
demigods on occasion.

KELLY- At the end of the day, | think [d personally have to
echo Bones in his opinion that "space is disease and danger
wrapped in darkness and silence.” for me, safety is
paramount, and that means | would want to be on the
ship that is steady and comfartable, where no one ever runs
and you can always trust the captain to get you out of a jam:
that's right, I'm signing up to work for Picard and the crew
of ING. / just have to make sure that my last name isn't Yar.

We've got more amazing Trek stories for you next month,
so join us back here in December. Until then, send us your
questions, comments, or tell us what you love about IDW's
Star Trek titles, as well as Star Trek in general. You
can tweet me at @thrillothechase, or email us at
|letters@idwpublishing.com. We'd love to hear from you!

See you next month...
Chase Marotz
Editor

— A
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YOU SEEM
CONFUSED, MR.
BARCLAY.

ALLOW ME TO
TELL YOU WHAT'S
HAPPENING.

YOU KNOW
THOSE PUPLICATES
OF YOUR CREW THAT
HAVE BEEN ATTACKING
YOUR STARSHIPS AND
SPACE STATIONS?

OH,
Yyou po!




S0 YOU HAVE
A HIGH ENOUGH
SECURITY CLEARANCE
TO KNOW WHAT'S
BEEN GOING ON?

WELL, I'M ONE OF
THEM. WE'RE FROM
ANOTHER UNIVERSE—A
PARALLEL DIMENSION,
AS THEY SAY.

PEOPLE IN
Ygﬂﬂ UNIVERGE

GUIPED BY TH!N@‘S
LIKE ETHICS Al
ORALI T"/

BUT IN OUR
UNIVERSE, WE'RE
MORE CONCERNED
ABOUT THE PRACTICAL
MATTERS OF HOW
TO GET AHEAD,
WHATEVER THE
CO5T.

AND WE
THOUGHT WE'D
COME OVER HERE

EVER HEARD THAT
EXF’EEE&!ON;

YEAH, YOU
KNOW WHAT
I MEAN!




MY ENTERFPRISE
COMPANIONS BLEW
THEIR CHANCE ON THE
ARRAY STATION. THEY RAN
HOME WITH THEIR TAILS
BETWEEN THEIR
LEGS.

BUT I DECIDED
TO STAY HERE.
SEEMS LIKE A GOOD
PLACE FOR ME TO
MAKE A FRESH
START.

WHEN I WAS
HERE EARLIER, 1
SAW SOME THINGS.
THEY DON'T TREAT
YOU VERY WELL,
DO THEY?

THEY

SHOW YOU IT SEEMED TO
DISRESPECT,
e ME THAT I cOULD
NAMES...

THAN YOU DO.

S0 I'M GOING
TO TAKE YOUR
PLACE, LIEUTENANT,
AND SHOW YOU HOW
THINGS SHOULD
BE DONE.

T'LL BE BACK
LATER. YOU JUST
RELAX, I HAVE
EVERYTHING
COVERED.




MY ALTER EGO WILL FIRST THINGS FIRST,
1 NEED TO FIGURE
OUT HIS PUTY ROSTER.
AH, GO0D; HE'S OFF
DUTY. BUT HE HAS A
NOTE HERE TO VISIT
DATA'S QUARTERS

*TO FEED SPOT”

£ 3
EVENTUALLY, IF THIS
1S GOING TO WORK,

I MUST ELIMINATE HIM.
NOT REALLY LOOKING
FORWARD TO IT, BUT
THAT'S A PROBLEM
FOR LATER.

DATA'S CAT? THAT
SABERTOOTHED
MONSTROSITY
MIGHT TEAR MY
HEAD OFF. 1
BETTER FIGURE
THIS OUT, BEFORE
THE ANDROID
COMES BOTHERING
ME ABOUT IT.

HM, YOU'RE
NOT AT ALL

WHAT I WAS
EXPECTING.

I NEED A
PRINK. EVEN
THIS STERILE
OVERSTUFFED

PILLOW OF
A SHIP MUST
HAVE A
BAR.
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I REALIZE REPAIRS ON
THE ARRAY ARE UNFINISHED, )
i

BUT WE NEED TO HEAD OUT ON
ANOTHERT%P;‘E;(CHEDULED

EN
|

THE U.5.5. HOOP 1S
ON A DIPLOMATICALLY
SENSITIVE MISSION TO
DELIVER A VULCAN-LED
TEAM OF AMBASSADPORS TO
THE PEACE TALKS BETWEEN
THE FEDERATION AND
THE CARDASSIANS.

AND CAPTAIN
PESOTO REPORTS
THAT THE HoOOoP'S
WARP DPRIVE HAS

BROKEN DOWN.

I SERVED
ON THAT SHIP.
PRETTY UNUSUAL FOR
AN EXCELSIOR-CLASS
SHIP TO HAVE A
FAILURE LIKE THAT
THESE DAYS.

THE HOOD HAS
AN_INEXPERIENCED
CHIEF ENGINEER AND
SOME OF THEIR OTHER
TOP ENGINEERING
PERSONNEL ARE ON
FURLOUGH. 5O CAPTAIN
DESOTO HAS ASKED ME
PERSONALLY TO PROVIDE
SOME ASSISTANCE. HE
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T0 BE CONTINUED'IN..

STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION: TERRA INCOGNITA #1




